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Universaland Diversified Aspects of Qajar Siyah
Mashqand Abstract Expressionism in Painting

Abstract
Calligraphy is one of the earliest, most creative and in-
valuable Iranian arts which has undergone many de-
velopments. In the history of Iranian calligraphy, Siyah
Mashq is one of the fundamental developments which
started its progress before the Qajar era, especially in the
Safavid era, and flourished significantly during the Qajar
period. “Siyah Mashq” is a calligraphic form that could be
associated with the components of modernism, reflected in
the works of Qajar calligraphers such as Mirza Gholamreza
Isfahani, Mirza Mohammad Reza Kalhor, Mir Hossein Turk
and Mirza Kazem. On the other hand, the abstract expres-
sionism that emerged in the post-World War II era in the
United States may be regarded as one of the latest art forms
in the West influencing Iranian calligraphy and painter
artists. This art movement which is a kind of pattern-free
painting, lacks basic forms while utilizing a spontaneous,
dynamic and free-spirited style. The strange affinity of
the black practice with the abstract expressionism grown
rapidly in the West, made some Iranian calligraphers and
painters combine their own manuscripts with modernism
and use their visual culture as well as the products of expres-
sionism. So, they created a new style of art. From the artis-
tic point of view, calligraphy from of Mir Emad period, so
far, has experienced little development and nothing new
has been said in Nastaaliq calligraphy except for the Siyah
Mashq. From the emergence of today’s Siyah Mashq, an-
other artistic development has taken place in Nastaliq, the
emergence of modern calligram and graphic calligraphic
effects that has opened a new era. Many secrets lie in let-
ters and words, which are revealed in the calligram. Siyah
Mashgq is in fact the way of the art of calligraphy to this
day. The way in which a new word comes up. Calligraph-
ic graphic may seem canvassing, but from the evolvement
point of view, it is an inevitable and algebraic evolutionary
movement in order to link to traditional calligraphy with
today’s modern art. The purpose of this article is to examine
the common and diversified aspects of Qajar Siyah Mashq
and the abstract expressionism in painting and the attempt
is made to answer the following questions: 1. What are the
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Universal and Diversified Aspects of Qajar Siyah Mashqand Abstract Expressionism in Painting ll

visual features of Qajar Siyah Mashq and the abstract expressionism in painting? 2. What are the
universal aspects of the Qajar artists and the abstract expressionists in the painting? Undoubted-
ly, the world of Iranian calligraphies and paintings is not incompatible with the abstract expres-
sionism of the West. Considering the influence of these two works of art on the formation of a
group of works of contemporary Iranian artists, the study and recognition of the commonalities
between these two streams is very significant and contemplative; and to distinguish between
Siyah Mashq calligraphy and abstract expressionism paintings. It is noteworthy that although
some research hasbeen done in thisarea, the comparison of the two artistic fields is a subject that
has not been addressed in other studies. The research follows a descriptive, analytical and com-
parative method and data gathering developed through library study and referring to the vid-
eo resources. According to the studies conducted, the research findings demonstrate that sharp
contrasts, shades, blacks and whites, positive and negative spaces and using spiritual colors and
combinations based on classic golden proportions and aesthetics are of common aspects in the
Qajar Siyah Mashq. Also, using the physical colors, modern and inexperienced compositions,
are among the differences found between these two styles. Semantically, Siyah Mashq roots in
mystics and originates from the inner peace, however, the abstract expressionism relies on the
spiritual influence and emotional reactions.

Keywords: Siyah Mashq, Calligraphy, Expressionism, Abstract, Painting.
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