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Capabilities of Islamic Motifs in the Graphics of Islamic Cities
in the Contemporary Era

Abstract:

I[slamic motifs are a set of motits and pictorial elements
that have gradually lost their naturalism form and
have continued in an abstract form. Islamic motifs
have difterent types of plants, geometric, writing,
etc. that have roots in pre-Islamic historical periods
and with the transmutation that has taken place in
these designs, its variety, elegance and complexity
have increased over time. One of the most basic
principles of these designs is abstraction, abstraction
and perfect rhythmic repetition of surfaces. Relying
on the admirable richness in form and meaning in
various fields, these designs have been able to carry
awesome spiritual values for the audience.
Undoubtedly, the use of elements that have aesthetic
and identity criteria in beautification, urban furniture,
push citizens to preserve their identity and religion.
Oneof the problems that modern societies are suftered
from is the separation of man from the spiritual
foundations and the focus on the material aspects
of life. modern cities are aliens with environments
and spaces that have induction a spirituality message
and meaning. Cities lack of spiritual and believable
values, as well as indigenous and local features and
characteristics, and the lack of criteria based on
theoretical foundations derived from Islamic-Iranian
culture have predominated in all their elements and
components. Also, Islamic cities whose physical
appearance is reminiscent of the Islamic identity
of their inhabitants, as a symbol of Islamic thought
and thought should be a representation of religious
symbols, because Muslims live in a city, it cannot be
considered an Islamic city. Rather, an Islamic city is
a place where its appearance and body show that it
is Islamic. In a better interpretation, its architecture
and design and decoration should be interpreted as
the habitat of Muslims based on the characteristics
and symbols of Islam.

In the contemporary era, one of the arts that has
been able to have a great influence on upgrading
the visual and intellectual culture of citizens is
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environmental graphics. Environmental
graphics as a medium and effective visual
factor in urban environments with high
potential in facilitating communication
and creating a visual identity is one of the
influential components of urban arts.
Environmental graphics are very effective
in identifying urban environments readable
and are assured tool for urban design.
Images of the role on the wall are eftective
and the view of the urban area in making the
urban environment meaningful; The city
is a great means of mass communication
that people read about its appearance and
landscape;

in addition to informing, environmental
graphics, should provide visual enhancement
and beautification qualities of urban area.
The capacity, cultural and religious function
of these motifs is such that they can be
easily used in difterent fields after centuries.
Undoubtedly, the use of these elements
in urban beautification propels citizens to
preserve their religious personality. On the
contrary, the use of elements derived from
non-indigenous cultures brings nothing
but confusion and anonymity and it quickly
empty society of cultural originality. In the
contemporary era, one of the arts that has
been able to have an important impact on
raising the intuitive and intellectual culture
of citizens is environmental graphics.
Environmental graphics as a media and
one of the effective visual factors has great
potential in facilitating communication and
creating a visual identity that influences
urbanart. This study surveys the capabilities
of Islamic motifs, to answer these questions.
What intuitive and conceptual capabilities
do Islamic motifs have? How are Islamic
motifs used in urban graphics? In this
research, an attempt is made to study the
capability of Islamic motifs and its effect
on the graphics of contemporary Islamic
cities.

The research method is applied, descriptive

Vol.3 No.4 Spring — Summer 2020

and analytical. Collection of data in the
form ot alibrary and case studies is through
internet image search. Based on the studies
conducted, the results indicate that Islamic
motifs have a high intuitive and conceptual
capability. Due to the intuitive quality and
concepts latent in Islamic motifs, their use
in beautification and graphics of Islamic
cities leads to the transfer of its identity.
Islamic motifs as one of the components of
Islamicartin thefield of transfer meaning to
society and its relationship with important
fields of art such as environmental graphics
show that these motifs can play a role in
recreating and representing the values of
Islamic culture. The use of Islamic designs,
decorative elements and other symbols that
represent Islamic identity have the ability
to transfer Islamic identity and values to
the viewer by the standards of modern art
in the perception of" the urban environment
as a symbol of the Islamic city and religion,
and create attachment between citizens and
urban environment.

Keywords: urban graphics, Islamic motifs,
visual identity, environmental graphic.





