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Comparative Study of the Visual Characteristics of the Wak Wak Tree
in Demot’s Shahnameh with the Story of Mashi and Mashianeh

Abstract:

In the belief of the ancient Iranians and sources,
such as Bondeheshn, Mashi and Mashianeh are the
first human couple in the first creation and have hu-
man-plant characteristics. In the text of Shahnameh,
have been quoted poems from a talking tree with hu-
man-plant characteristics in the story of Alexander
in Conversation with Wak Wak Tree and a painting
is illustrated with the same subject. The importance
of human-plant property in both cases necessitates
the present study. The purposes are to identity the
characteristics of Mashi and Mashianeh in Persian
mythology and ancient sources and to identify the
characteristics of Wak Wak Tree in the poems and
painting of Alexander in Conversation with Wak
Wak Tree in the Demot Shahnameh and their sim-
ilarities and ditferences.Research questions include:
1- What are the visual and structural features of
Mashi and Mashianeh in the Persian mythology and
the Wak Wak Tree in the poems and painting of the
Shahnameh of Demot? 2- What are the similarities
and differences in their form and meaning of them?

In order to answer the questions raised, first the
myth of the first creation and the characteristics of
Mashi and Mashianeh have been studied and then
the talking (Wak Wak) tree is analyzed. Then the
painting of Alexander and the talking (Wak Wak)
tree in Demot’s Shahnameh and the characteristics
of this tree have been studied, and finally, the char-
acteristics of Mashi and Mashianeh and the talking
(Wak Wak) tree are compared to the painting of
Alexander and the talking (Wak Wak) tree. In the
present research, library information and documen-
tary and visual data have been studied and compared
with a descriptive-analytical and comparative ap-
proach, and the cases studies studied in the research
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include the painting of Alexander and the
talking (Wak Wak) tree in the Shahnameh
of Demot, which has the characteristics of
Mashi and Mashianeh in mythological and
[ran ancient sources. The results of the re-
search show that Mashi and Mashianeh in
mythology and the talking (Wak Wak) tree
illustrated in Demot’s Shahnameh painting,
both have human-plant characteristics.

However, Mashi and Mashianeh have a
plant identity of the type of rhubarb plant
with broad leaves, while the talking (Wak
Wak) tree in the painting and in the poems
of the Shahnameh has the characteristics of
a tree and does not have the characteristics
of a bush. The tree in the painting has long
leaves. Moreover, they have the power of
speech in both humans-plants, Mashi and
Mashianeh and talking (Wak Wak) trees
and the appearance of both cases are de-
scribed with two separate roots and twisted
stems. The gender identity of none is clear
and this feature is common in the painting
and poems of the Shahnameh and ancient
texts. In the painting, the gender identity
of the faces is not clear and the elegance
of the faces is almost the same. Mashi and
Mashianeh are a human couple and two
fruits of the same plant and in the poems of
the Shahnameh, the talking (Wak Wak) tree
has the identity of a human woman and a
human man, while in the painting, the tree
is depicted with human male and female
heads and male and female animal headsbe-
cause Mashi and Mashianeh had one female
tace and the other male face and the words
temale and male are used in the poems and
the multitude of these faces has not been
mentioned. Furtheremore,, in the Bonda-
heshn, Mashi and Mashianeh are described
as standing with their hands on their ears
and this situation is not seen in the poems
of the Shahnameh and in painting of the
Demut’s Shahnameh. In general, from this
comparison, it can be concluded that the
talking tree originated from the ancient cre-
ation myths of Mashi and Mashianeh and it
is another form of the first human couple. It

has appeared in the form of a talking (Wak
Wak) tree in the poems of Shahnameh and
Iranian art over time. The details of these
contents can be seen in table (1):

Table (1), Comparison of the visual charac-
teristics of Mashi and Mashianeh and the
talking tree in poems and painting of the
Demut’s Shahnameh

Row Components Literary sources
Features of the components

1 Mashi and Mashianeh Ancient
sources: Bondaheshn and Pahlavi texts

e They have human-plant characteristics.
They have grown in the form of a rhubarb
plant (bush).

* They are talkative and have the power of
speech.

* [t is a rhubarb-like plant with one stem
attached to another and the plant has 15
leaves.

* Having continuity in the waist in such a
way that it was not clear whether two peo-
ple are male or female.

* They had the same shape and form.

e They were standing with their hands on
their ears.

2 talking (Wak Wak) tree
ems of the Shahnameh

* It has human-plant characteristics and is
in the shape of a tree.

e [t is a tree that is connected by two roots.
* It consists of a male and a female who
have the power to speak and have a special
color and smell.

* At night the woman speaks and during
the day she is silent and during the day the
man speaks.

* Males and females have a loud and un-
intelligible voice that Alexander needed a
translator to understand their words.

* The tree has the power of prediction.
painting of the Demut’s Shahnameh

* It has human-plant characteristics and is
in the shape of a tree.

* The talking tree is a tree with two sepa-
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rate roots that are intertwined in the stems.
* The tree has long leaves.

* Human and animal heads can be seen in
each branch and in the center of the leaves.
* There are six human faces and based on
their hair and also the open and closed eyes
of the faces, the full-face human face has
a female face and the other 5 profile faces
have male faces.

* The faces of 11 animals can be seen in the
painting.

e Animal faces include a pigeon head, a
crested bird, two rabbit images, five wolf
images, a goat and a leopard.

* Animals are also painted, some with eyes,
mouth and tip open and awake, and some
with closed and sleeping eyes.

similarities

e Mashi and Mashianeh and talking (Wak
Wak) tree in all cases have human-plant
characteristics.

e Mashi and Mashianeh and talking (Wak
Wak) tree have the power of speech in all
cases.

* The appearance of both cases is described
with two separate roots and intertwined
stems.

* The gender identity is not clear in any of
the cases.

e Also, Mashi and Mashianeh are a human
couple and two fruits of the same plant, and
in the poems of Shahnameh, the talking
(Wak Wak) tree has the identity of a human
woman and a human man.

differences

* Mashi and Mashianeh have a plantidentity
of arhubarb plant with broad leaves, while
the talking (Wak Wak) tree in the painting
and in the poems of the Shahnameh has the
characteristics of a tree and does not have
the characteristics of a bush.

* The tree in the picture has long leaves.

* Mashi and Mashianeh are the human cou-
ple and two fruits of the same plant, and in
the poems of the Shahnameh, the talking
(Wak Wak) tree has the identity of a hu-

Vol.4 No.7 Autumn — Winter 2021

man woman and a human man, while in the
painting, the tree has the heads of a human
man and a woman, and the heads of a male
and a female animal and in multiple forms.
[Hustrated. Because Mashi and Mashianeh
have one female form and the other male
form, and the words female and male are
used in the poems, and there is no mention
of" the existence of these forms.

e In Bondaheshn, Mashi and Mashianeh are
described as standing with their hands over
their ears, and this position is not seen in
the poems of the Shahnameh and in De-
mut’s Shahnameh painting.

Source: (authors)

Keywords: Mashi and Mashianeh, The
Myth of Creation, Wak Wak Tree,
Painting of Alexander in Conversation
with Wak Wak Tree, Demot Shahnameh.



