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1-Network Theory

2-Distant reading

3-Franco Moretti

4-node

5-vertex

6-edge

7-Conversation piece

8-Carnival

9-Mikhail Mikhailovich Bakhtin
10-Participatory arts
11-Giuseppe Arcimboldo (1527-1593)
12-Cubism

13-Pablo Picasso (1881-1973)
14-Georges Braque (1882-1963)
15- Juan Gris (1887-1927)
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44~ Guercino’s “Samian Sibyl”

45- Dai Dudu, Li Tiezi, Zhang Anjun
46- Inferno

47- Tiananmen

48- Stonehenge

49- Santa Marfa
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http://nazwob.persiangig.com/html/Famous%20

People%20Painting%20Discussing%20the%20Di-

vine%20Comedy%20with%20Dante.htm

51- “The Duke and Duchess of Urbino” by P. D.

Francesca (1467-72); “The School of Athens” by

Raphael (1509-11); “A Man with a Quilted Sleeve”

by Titian (1510); “An Election Entertainment” by

W. Hogarth (1754-5); “Lawrence Sterne” by Joshua

Reynolds (1760); “Napoleon on the Battlefield of

Eylau” by A-J. Gros (1807); “Princesse Albert de

Broglie” by J. A. D. Ingres (1853); “The Fife Player”

by E. Manet (1866)

52- Christian Schussele

53- Washington Irving

54- Sunnyside

55- “Washington Irving and his Literary Friends at

Sunnyside”

56- E. A. Poe, H. Melville, W. Whitman, H. D.

Thoreau, J. G. Whittier, H. B. Stowe, M. Fuller, E.

Dickinson

57- Canon

16- Surrealism

17- Dadaism

18- Futurism

19- Max Ernst (1891-1976)

20- Collage aesthetic-

21- extensive appropriation

22- heterogeneity of material

23- reliance on juxtaposition

24~ polyphonic structure

25- dialogism

26- Zzooming out

27- Bird’s-eye view

28- long shot

29- “T'ribuna of the Uffizi” by Johann Zoffany
(1783-1810)

30- Rafaeal’s “Madonna della Seggiola,”Madonna
del cardellino,” “Portrait of Perugino” “Pope Leo
X with Cardinals Giulio de' Medici and Luigi de'
Rossi,” and “Niccolini-Cowper Madonna”

31- Titian’s “Venus of Urbino”

32- Carracci’s “Venus with a Satyr and Cupids”
33- Rent’s “Charity” and “Cleopatra”

34- Correggio’s “Adoration of the Christ Child”
35- Sustermans’ “Galilei”

36- Rembrandt’s “Holy Family with Saint Anne”
37- Rubens’ “The Consequences of War” and “The
Four Philosophers”

38- Franciabigio’s “Madonna del Pozzo”

39- Perugino’s “Madonna with Child, Saint Eliza-
beth and Saint John”

40- Holbein’s “Portrait of Sir Richard Southwell”
41- Cortona’s “Abraham and Hagar”

42- Manfredi’s “Tribute to Caesar”

43- Allori’s “Hospitality of Saint Julian”
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The Narration of Paintings and Conversation Pieces through Network
Theory and Distant Reading

Abstract:

Monographs Problem Statement. Conversation pieces
are paintings or images, that depict a large number
of people from the same class ordifferent groups of
society, who are seemingly in a position of conversing
with each other about a topic, in the same place. The
context of these works, in common with the context
of collage, is the juxtaposition of different and
incongruous components in creating a general image
of interwoven relationships. Since the arrangement
of characters in these works is accidental, the
narrative style does not follow a particular order and
prioritization of components in the interpretation
of the depicted events or characters due to the
synchronization and co-location of the presence of
different characters. Nevertheless, understanding the
relationships between the characters and events in
such paintings does not mean that it is impossible to
receive their message; in other words, understanding
such pictures depends on understanding the network
of relationships between their components. This
means that by analyzing the structural rules of the
network system and the intricate connections between
the components, Franco Moretti’s “distant reading”,
Mikhail Bakhtin’s concept of the “carnival”, and the
philosophy of collage, the viewer can recreate the
mentality of the creators of conversation pieces and
their philosophy of compositions. In this light, the
present research tries to make a more comprehensive
study of such pieces regarding the principle of the
arrangement of illustrated components in them.
Research Questions. This study tries to answer
whether the figures depicted in conversation pieces
have relationships with each other or not and whether
their positions are random or not. Moreover, what
philosophical and artistic principles do conversation
pieces follow in essence, and are these principles
bound by the imagination of their creator(s) or do
they have different layers of meaning per se? Research
Method. Since conversation pieces have a model of a
paradoxical compatibility among a variety of figures,
this study follows an interdisciplinary approach
to interpret these paintings via Morett’s “distant
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reading” in literature, the concept of “carnival”
in Bakhtin’s philosophy, and the philosophy of
collage in painting. Research Results. Due to
the complexity of understanding the works
of collage, group portraits, conversation
pieces, Persian miniature and related painting
styles, regarding the juxtaposition of disparate
components in the same background, a
pattern that helps the viewer to understand
the whole work can be desirable. The order
existing in the arrangement of characters
and events in this kind of visualization is a
manifestation of the network, which itself
is the manifestation of hidden relationships
among a myriad of things. In other words,
what connects different parts in a network
through communication lines is actually the
conceptual or structural concept between
them that is hidden in the body of the work,
not detectable with the viewer’s unequipped
eye. Franco Moretti’s “distant reading” is a
technique in the context of system networks
that connects “nods” or various parts through
“edges” or communication lines to reveal
their hidden or intangible connections. This
network of connections between incompatible
or incongruous parts is a manifestation of the
concept of “carnival” in Mikhail Bakhtin’s
philosophy; based on which the position of " the
figures in the pictures will not bestow them
with any kind of superiority over others. In
fact, the communication lines in the network
can provide the nods with a variety of
theoretical and conceptual relationships with
one another. Accordingly, conversation pieces
and similar paintings are built on the basis of
networks with an orderly structure among
their components, even though they are
irregularly patterned. With this description,
in each painting of this kind, we can draw
hypothetical lines between figures and events
to unveil their relationships within historical,
political, social, philosophical, religious,
literary, and artistic contexts. These relations
to the outside world of the image also reveal
the trans-organizational relations of the
components and how they resonate with
meanings beyond the context.

Keywords: Bakhtin, Conversation pieces,
Distant Reading, Narration, Network Theory
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