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A Comparative Research on Wonder Creatures of Tusi Version of
Ajaib al-Makhluqat and Glazed Tiles of
Salam Hall in Golestan Complex

Abstract:

Figures of Aja’ib al-Makhluqat (creation won-
ders) written by Shams-oddin Muhammad Bin
Ahmad Salmani Tusi and illustrated tiles of
Salam hall in Golestan complex have images fo-
cusing on wonder creatures. By studying these
figures it’s recognizable that there are similarities
between these images. The similarities and shape
connection between works of two periods, make
them suitable case studies for surveying such
creatures. Purpose of this project is identifying
visual and pictorial quality of some Iranian min-
iature visual elements by surveying the connec-
tion between the figures of Salam hall and Aja’ib
al-Makhluqat. Based on this, this article attempts
to find answer to this question: What kind of vi-
sual connection is there between figures of’ won-
der creatures of Salam hall and Aja’ib Al-Makh-
luqat? This project is fundamental and adopts the
descriptive-analytical and comparative method.
Information and sources are based on library and
field studies. Research on selected figures shows
that miniaturists had used visual expression, they
also contain creation of atmosphere and symbol,
pictorial elements, snout, wing, tail, etc., visual
elements, color, form, and texture, composition,
triangle and circle. These have similar pictori-
al and visual qualities. The difference in terms
of coloring is limited and tiles themes in Salam
hall has a more dynamic character compared to
Aja’ib al-Makhluqat figures. These images are
categorized into 4 groups: 1- Strange creatures(-
combined) and dragon 2- hybrid animals (having
natural parts of animals) 8- animals mixed with
strange creatures 4- human mixed with animals.
The figures of Tusi Aja’ib al-Makhluqat, men-
tioned in the text, are depicted from wonder
creatures in terms of pictorial qualities they are
unique. It's probable that the book is written in
Nastaliq script by an Iranian calligrapher in 10th
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century AH.in Ottoman Turkey. The book has 181 images in different sizes and represents
unique symbolism in all Iranian versions.

The red leather cover of this book is not contemporaneous with the manuscript and prob-
ably dates back to the 13th century AH. Important information on the book is given in
Table 1.

Number
. . o . Number
Date Language Dimensions | Text surface | Column | of lines on Script of imaves
each page &
Main text: Persian | 28.5%X386.5 Single . .
6 Ah. . . 7 ° 18X22.5cm g 21 lines Nastaliq 181
Titles: Arabic cm column

Salam hall, which is located in the north west of Golestan complex next to Khalvat Karim
Khani, is the first royal and state Museum of Iran founded by Naser al-Din Shah. Wonder
creature tiles of Salam hall are in octagonal, circle, and one in hexagon frame with warm
colors of brown, partly yellow, and red with blue ultramarine background. These pictures
attributed to the second half of the 19th century. The frequency of the tiles frame shapes
with wonder creatures of the Salam hall in Golestan Palace is given in Table 2.

Table 2. The frequency of the tiles frame shapes with wonder creatures of the Salam hall
in Golestan Palace. Source: Authors.

Tile frame shape Number Tile dimensions
Square(Image is within a circle) 17 32Xx32
octagon 16 35X35
hexagon 1 35X385

This Project has chosen 5 images over 181 images of Aja’ib al-Makhluqat, 5 images over
31 images of Salam hall according to wonder creatures and pictorial similarities catego-
ries. To answer the proposed question in the research, the selected images will be matched
together.

In the same vein, the desired topics of case studies of Tusi Aja’ib al-Makhluqat and Salam
hall tiles are organized in the tables number 3 and 4.

Table 3. Summary of pictorial-visual features in study samples. Source: Authors.

N Vol.5 No.8 Spring — Summer 2022
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Table 4. Similarities and Difterences of pictorial-visual features in the wonder creatures of
Golestan complex and the figures of Tusi’s Ajaib-al-Makhluqat

similarities

differences

Dragon(snake) fighting a human

® The difference in composition

® The difference in drawing dragon>s snout and tail
o The difference in presence and absence of wings
o The difference in dragon>s body texture

® In Both works they are fighting evil forces.

® Avoiding symmetry in both works

® The yellow color is the symbol of furious, destruc-
tive and impetuous nature of the dragon in both
works

® Dragomns twisted body with curved lines, animated
in both works

e Animation and mobility due to the use of geomet-
ric structure

Dragon with

two heads

® Tusi version is two-dimensional (due to the use of flat
color and an unknown light source) and the Golestan
complex tile is three-dimensional. (Hatched surface is a

representation of volume.)
o Difference in drawing snout, wing, and tail
® The difference in dragon>s body texture

® Avoiding symmetry in both works

® The battle between human and dragon, the strug-
gle between light and darkness, good and evil

® Both dragons have wings.

® The dragons tail is drawn in the form of a snake.
® Animation and mobility due to the use of geomet-
ric structure

hybrid animals (having natural parts of animals)

® Tusi version is two-dimensional (due to the use of flat
color and an unknown light source) and the Golestan
complex tile is three-dimensional. (Hatched surface is a

representation of volume.)

e Difference in drawing and movement of the hybrid

creature>s body

® The wing in tile of Golestan complex is added, while

in Tusbs version, it belongs to the animal itself.

® The difference in color selection of hybrid creatures

in both schools

® Both hybrid animals are in the center of the frame.
e Using the symbolic feature of lionss power

® Both dragons have wings.

® Creating visual texture in both

animals mixed with

strange creatures

® The ddifference in drawing tails
® The difference in dragon»s body color

e The difference between putting and taking oft the

paintbrush
® The difference in composition

® Avoiding symmetry has made a dynamic space.

® Good and evil (the battle between human and
dragon), the struggle between light and darkness

® [n both, the faces are scary and terrifying.

e In both, the bodies are calm and less animated

® Bodies are twisted with curved lines (movable due
to the shape and variety of placement)

human mixed with animals

® The difference in hybrid animals sitting
e The difference in composition

® In Tusi version,the human has a dog>s head and a
snake>s tongue, while in Golestan complex tile, the hu-

man has a dog's head and a cow>s horn

® The use of symmetry in an asymmetric space has
made a calm athmosphere

® Extension, mixing human body with animals heads
(hybrid creatures)

® The yellow color is the symbol of furious, destruc-
tive and impetuous nature of the dragon in both
works

e In terms of color, they are harmonious with color
limitation in hybrid creatures
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By observing selected images, we find that
there is a wide variety of figures, types, and
themes in glazes tiles of Salam hall in Go-
lestan complex which are mostly combina-
tions of traditional and western manners
of painting and that’s why the integrity and
unity of Tusi’'s Ajaib-al-Makhluqat figures
cannot be seen in them. In other words, the
combination of Iranian painting qualities
with western manners and principles has
resulted in a kind of contrast and dualism.
Colors are mainly warm and earthly. This
quality and tendency to naturalism and re-
alism has made an earthly atmosphere in
figures of Golestan complex compared to
Tusi’s Ajaib-al-Makhluqat and Safavid peri-
od and before and they are rather envision-
ing of corporeal world than spiritual and
utopian world in former samples. On the
other hand, the existence of noticeable and
precious samples such as tiles of Golestan
complex contradicts with what is supposed
in Qajar period tiles.

Generally, based on found results, these
creatures in terms of visual and pictorial
qualities have a wide variety in combination
and fusion that each combined member can
symbolize something. Wonder creatures
are reflections of truths that exist in the
real world and in Qajar period had been
widely used due to spread of imaginations,
tantasies, magic, and spells. In Tusi’s Ajaib-
al-Makhluqat, creatures are depicted from
old tales, legends and religious stories.

Keywords: Ajaib-al-Makhluqat, Tusi,

Golestan complex, Miniature, Satavid, Qa-
jar

7FJ Vol.5 No.8 Spring — Summer 2022



