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The Evolution of the Decorative Ornaments in the Surah Names of
Quran from the First to the Ninth Centuries of Hijri

Abstract:

Iran has a long tradition of publishing books
and gilding manuscripts that dates back to
the Sassanid era. The Manichaeans were mas-
ters of book design in Iran during this time,
when they coexisted with Islam. Iranians paid
attention to their techniques for gilding and
book-making and were also familiar with the
Manichaean way of’ book-making. The majori-
ty of the arts were affected by the Quran upon
the entrance of Islam, which led to an increase
in the popularity of gilding and book design.
As aresult, artists created more exquisite man-
uscripts as a result of the miracle of the Qu-
ran and its sanctity. Early on, in the history of
Islam, calligraphy was frequently combined
with gilding, which was hardly ever employed
alone. JAfshar Mohajer, 2001: 18). When Islam
arrived in Iran, the Seljuk government was
created. Between the fourth and sixth centu-
ries, Iran had its first monarchy and art school.
According to Rouyin Pakbaz in his book, The
Evolution of Painting in Iran, decorative pat-
terns were utilized in book illustrations instead
of geometric patterns during the Seljuk peri-
od. (Pakbaz. 1986: 401) Gilding deteriorated
from the time the Mongol monarchs convert-
ed to Islam until the end of the Ilkhanids; but
it underwent progressive transition once the
Mongols invaded Iran until the end of the 7th
century. From this perspective one of the sig-
nificant aspects of manuscript gilding during
this time, which is discussed in the book, is that
the initial pages of the of the Quran are gilded
and divided in a geometrical form, and Islamic
motifs are used in them. The gilding was made
more beautiful by using difterent and contrast-
ing colours in the background. In the gilding in
the Mongolian style, which was called natural-
ism, plant and animal figures were used more,
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and this naturalistic style continued in the
gildings of the Timurid period. (Etting-
hausen, 2008: 1378) In the Timurid period,
it became common to draw plants, flowers,
and natural landscapes, and the margins of
books were illustrated with them. In this
period, different colours were used, and
blue and gold colours were used more. Ac-
cording to the proposition that in written
Qurans, the beginnings and the space be-
tween the verses were first gilded, in this
research, The key query is: What modifi-
cations did the Quranic chapters in Iranian
manuscripts endure. throughout the early
[slamic centuries, and how were these chap-
ters gilded throughout Iran’s Islamic histo-
ry up until the end of the Timurid era? The
investigation goal is to learn more about
the Quranic passages in manuscripts in the
early Islamic centuries in Iran and what the
gilding of these manuscripts meant. There-
tore, firstly, the headings and its characteris-
tics have been explained in the manuscripts,
then the Quranic examples have been ex-
amined; Finally, the gilding and transfor-
mation in the headings in difterent Islamic
eras until the beginning of the Safavid peri-
od. At the end, after drawing the statistical
graph, the result of the research is written.
The decoration of the headings of books
and Qurans started in the first century of
A.H. In the early centuries, these headings
were often decorated with palm-shaped
patterns, complex designs, or square geo-
metric patterns. These patterns are usually
from architectural images, tiles, and fabrics.
(Khalili, 2001: 12-13) These decorations
started with a narrow decorative strip. A
narrow decorative strip is a long rectangle
that has the names of the Quran Surahs in-
side it, and the image of a shamsa is drawn
next to it either at the beginning or at the
end, making it more beautiful. Narrow dec-
orative strips were drowned until the third
century of A.H., and after that, they head-
ings were used instead. The initial headings

Vol.6 No.10 Spring — Summer 2023

are usually inserted into the margin from
one or two sides, but by drawing the table
on the pages, it is drawn with the text in
the table. The headings were usually drawn
in a wide form without side patterns ac-
cording to the size of the text. Within the
narrow decorative strip, geometric patterns
of knots and sometimes flowers and bushes
are designed, and the name of the surah is
written in the middle of it in Kufic script.
From the sixth century of A.H., the pat-
tern of medallion and borders has been
drawn inside the heading, and the name of
the surah is written in the middle of the
central medallion. Medallion is drawn ac-
cording to the shape of the heading. The
main elements of heading had certain char-
acteristics in different eras. The knowledge
obtained from the examination of works of
art from various historical periods in pas-
sages 1s used to this study. It is therefore
historical research, and its goal is crucial.
Analytical arguments are used in the his-
torical-descriptive research methodology.
Taking samples and gathering samples of
gilded works in museums and libraries are
the instruments and procedures for gath-
ering information. Due to the vast number
of these samples, the statistical population
for the historical era covered by this study
is the headings of the Quran manuscripts
from the beginning of the Islamic period
to the beginning of the Satavid period, and
the statistical population is the headings
of the Quranic manuscripts of this period
due to the large number of these samples.
The number of 16 Qurans from the 3rd to
the 9th centuries of A.H. has been exam-
ined, and a table of 21 chapters from these
Qurans has been created. The number of
four Qurans has been chosen purposetully,
as samples, and four headings of these Qu-
rans have been examined due to the similar-
ity of’ other samples and as the main model
in terms of visual characteristics. For this
purpose, the Quranic manuscripts of the



early Islamic centuries in Iran have been
examined with the aim of visually study-
ing these ornaments in the chapters by pre-
senting images. According to final results,
in the early Islamic periods, the gilding
ornaments are quite plain and just include
the chapter title and verse number, without
dots or syntax, which are painted with gold
color and drawn with a black pen around
them, and headings have been the first place
to be decorated and gilded. In the colouring
of the Quranic headings, first a single co-
lour of gold is used, then blue colours, then
red colours, and finally a variety of colours
such as orange, green, yellow, pink, etc. are
used, but finally gold and azure colours are
used more than other ones. Regarding the
gilding of the surahs, first a decorative strip
is drawn to separate the surahs, then this
strip is completed and becomes a heading.
In the evolution of heading, first the palm
tree sign is added to it, then the inscription
is added to it, and finally, the headers are
embellished with plant motifs, including ar-
abesque, flowers, and leaves. The patterns
used to create the headings are delicate and
drawn using a variety of" colours. The Ku-
fic line appears in the headings; initial po-
sition, followed by the Thuluth script, and
then various other script types, including
Naskh, Muhaqqaq, Rayhani, and Reqa’ . As
patterns, colours, and lines have changed
over history, headers have expanded in va-
riety and beauty. The colouring of Quranic
gildings, which have been depicted in dec-
orating books for years, is one of the best
illustrations of analysis regarding conven-
tional responsibilities. In the evolution of
the gilding of Quranic verses in the early
centuries of Islam, we see simple and grad-
ually gilded decorative and luxurious gild-
ing until the ninth century A.H. In com-
pleting this research, the transformation
and change and the symbolic meaning of
the use of gilding in Qurans are good top-
ics for further research.

Keywords: Bookmaking, Illumination,
Headling, Early Islamic Centuries.
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