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The Applications of the Graphics in Wes Anderson’s Film Subtitles

Abstract:

In the beginning, intertitles were handwritten
on a completely black background. The contrast
between the black background and white text
quickly attracted the audience’s attention to the
text. Most of theintertitles from this era, regardless
of the film genre, were written in a single font
and typography style, solely intended to convey
information to the audience without much emphasis
on letter style, angles, etc. Around the 1920s,
alongside the use of black backgrounds, the use
of textures became common. Staring at white text
with such high contrast against black backgrounds
for extended periods strained the viewers’ eyes.
Changing intertitle backgrounds from black to dark
gray somewhat alleviated this issue. The textures
used in intertitles of this period resembled carpet
or fabric textures, with white letters written on
them. Around the same decade, both simple linear
frames and frames with curved lines were used for
intertitles. By the mid-1930s, most films had sound
and dialogue, marking the end of the silent film
era. The relationship between films and audiences
and the language of film changed during this
time. With the advent of sound in films, graphic
design in intertitles did not entirely disappear from
the cinema industry. In fact, a type of intertitle
known as descriptive intertitles became obsolete,
but descriptive intertitles found their place in
the filmmaking industry and the visual language
of films. Directors could still strategically use
descriptive intertitles as a tool for better narrative
communication, even without the sound element.
Although intertitles underwent changes due to the
introduction of sound in the film industry, opening
and closing titles and filmography were not greatly
affected, as they conveyed a message that did not
depend on sound. The use of intertitles was no
longer necessary, and this made their creative use
more limited. This was a significant moment in
determining the power and position of graphic
design in cinema and filmmaking. This research
aims to examine the types of subtitles and graphic
elements present in Wes Anderson’s films and to
categorise the various uses of graphics in cinema.
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graffiti performers can be identified. first
row, there are parties. . In this regard, the
subtitles of Wes Anderson’s films are
analysed based on components,
including types of subtitles, movement,
insertion techniques, the importance of
subtitles in relation to film narration, and
their relationship with other film elements.
Then, the graphics used within them are
analysed based on three components: the
relationship of graphic elements with film
narration, the presence of graphic elements
as a uniform, and the type of graphic
element used in subtitles. This qualitative
research, conducted using a descriptive-
analytical method, seeks to answer the
question of what role subtitles and the
graphics used within them play in shaping
the visual identity of Wes Anderson’s films.
The findings of the study indicate that the
use of graphic elements in the form of a
uniform design of subtitles and their
repetition can shape the visual identity of
the film in the viewer’s mind. Colours, fonts,
and graphic elements used in the visual
identity and subtitles of the film are
influential in determiningthe film’s time
trame. Research and access to the film script
are necessary for designing graphic objects
and subtitles within the film. After
examining films such as “The Grand
Budapest Hotel” and “The French
Dispatch,” it appears that the director’s
personal style has been influential in
shaping the visual identity of the films.
Subtitles and graphic elements used in
these films play a vital role in creating
cinematic  spaces, conveying  hidden
messages within the film. These elements
contribute to establishing a distinctive
visual identity for the films that remains
memorable in the minds of audiences,
utilising  specific combinations,
unique fonts, and creative graphic designs. .
In “The Grand Budapest Hotel,” subtitles and
graphic elements, characterised by saturated
colours and precise designs based on the
screenplay, help evoke a sense of nostalgia

five

colour
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and recreate the atmosphere of the 1930s. In
afilm like “The Grand Budapest Hotel,” which
spans different decades and locations, the
presence of time and place subtitles
significantly influences how viewers interpret
the film’s narrative in a shorter timeframe. In
“The French Dispatch,” graphic elements and
subtitles are used in a manner that reflects the
cultural and artistic atmosphere of France in
past decades. The film employs complex
graphics and a variety of colours inspired by
The New Yorker magazine, successtully
creating a dynamic and engaging visual
identity for its audience. The visual identity of
the film is based on the cover and pages of a
magazine designed by Erica Dorn, inspired
by The New Yorker magazine. According to
Dorn, there is no complete physical version of
this magazine; only the cover and pages used
as subtitles in the film are designed, and the
rest of the magazine exists only in the
imagination of the audience. The colours
used in “The French Dispatch,” like other
Wes Anderson films, are bright, cheerful, and
highly saturated. The colour palette of this
tilm is composed of warm colours, depicting
the city in shades of cream and brown. Wes
Anderson maintains symmetry in most of his
tilms, aiming to centre characters, texts, and
graphic objects in the frameUltimately, this
research concludes that intelligent use of
graphic elements in subtitles can strengthen
the visual identity of films and enhance their
impact on audiences. These findings can serve
as a practical guide for directors and graphic
designers in the cinema industry to produce
tilms with stronger and more appealing visual
identities by employing similar techniques. A
detailed analysis of subtitles and graphic
elements in  Wes Anderson’s films
demonstrates that these elements not only
serve as decorative tools but also play crucial
roles in creating and enhancing the visual
identities of the films. Therefore, subtitles
and graphic elements influence how viewers
perceive and experience the film, contributing
to a richer and more diverse cinematic
experience. The choice of fonts and colours



appropriate to the historical period of the
film, and their repetition in subtitles, graphic
objects, and opening and closing credits,
significantly contribute to shaping the film’s
identity. The director’s artistic style also plays
a vital role in shaping the film’s identity. The
use of saturated colour palettes, vibrant
colours contrasting with the film’s themes
and what the viewer sees, and the fonts used
in Wes Anderson’s films distinguish his works
from others. For designing graphic elements
and objects within a film, initial research and
access to the screenplay are necessary. After
researching the historical period and location
range of the film, graphic elements and
necessary objects are extracted from the
screenplay and analysed for design purposes.
Graphic objects can be produced manually or
using softwares. Subtitles, due to their
repetition throughout the film, remain
memorable in the viewer’s mind, and if they
possess specific visual characteristics, they
can greatly contribute to forming the film’s
visual identity. The applications of graphics
in cinema are divided into three categories:
opening and closing credits, subtitles, and
graphic objects. The use of graphic design in
film can be influential in the viewer’s
perception and interpretation of the film
narrative, playing a significant role. The use
of handwritten scripts and font design for a
film, research, and designing the film’s
identity based on its narrative and historical
period, and the use of colours suitable for the
film’s timeline and the director’s artistic style
can be powerful tools in shaping the film’s
visual identity. Visual characteristics used in
subtitles of Wes Anderson’s films are often
presented in a uniform format. The use of
uniformity in designing subtitles allows
viewers to quickly understand the type of
information presented in the subtitles within
a shorter period of time. With repeated
subtitles throughout the film, their uniformity
and identity remain memorable in the viewer’s
memory. The use of graphic elements as a
uniform in subtitles can be a powertful tool in
shaping the film's visual identity in the
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viewer’s mind.

Keywords: Functional Graphics, Graphics in
Cinema, Intertitle, Wes Anderson.



