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The Icon of Imam Ali (AS) in the Treasures of the Previous Monarchs

Abstract:

In the case of the treasury of Naser al-Din
Shah Qajar, firsthand sources are its
documents and goods, newspapers of the
memories of Naser al-Din Shah and his
courtiers, travelogues, government
newspapers, and books such as Rawzat as-
safa-e Naseri, Nasikh al-tawarikh of Qajar
Sultans, Mir’at al-buldan, Montazam-e
Naseri, etc., which were created during that
period. The important point is that some
firsthand sources include the writings of
people whom were close to the happening
that they are writing about. It is possible
that, for various reasons, some firsthand
sources will print an article that is not true;
such cases can be seen in many government
newspapers, courtiers’ memoirs, etc., and
especially in many travelogues. Therefore,
the firsthand sources can be divided into
two categories in terms of credibility, and
there is always an original and authentic
category and another category that needs
to be verified. Among the issues that have
always occupied the writer’s mind regarding
the icons of Hazrat Ali (AS) is the icon in
the treasures of the previous monarchs of
Naser al-Din Shah. No. 305 of the
newspaper Vaqaye-e Ettefaqiyeh in1273
A.H. has mentioned an icon of Imam Al
(AS) that has been painted during his reign
from his blessed face and has been
transferred from the treasures of the
previous monarchs to the treasury of the
Naseri. Today, there is no information about
the treasures of the previous monarchs,
and no independent research has been done
about it. The main question of the current
research is whether such an icon exists. The
sub-questions are related to how the icon of
the treasures of the previous monarchs
was, who the previous monarchs were,

£V Vol.7 No.13 Autumn 2024 — Winter 2025

| Hajar Salimi Namin

Assistant Professor, Department of Graph-
ic Design, Faculty of Art, Alzahra Univer-
sity, Tehran, Iran, Corresponding Author.
h.salimi@alzahra.ac.ir

I Mostafa Goudarzi

Professor, Department of Art, College of
Fine Arts, Faculty of Visual Arts, Univer-
sity of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.
Goudarzi40@gmail.com

Bahman Namvar Motlagh

Associate Professor, Department of I'rench
language and literature, Faculty of Litera-
ture and Human Sciences, Shahid Beheshti
University, Tehran, Iran.
bnmotlagh@yahoo.com

Date Received: 2023-12-24
Date Accepted: 2024-08-31

1- DOI: 10.22051 /pgr.2024.4«5976.1232



which icon was its reference and which
country was the origin of it, and how was
the reference icon from which Sani al-Mulk
has painted the medallion under the
command of Naser al-Din Shah. In this
way, the research is based on the hypothesis
that the icon of the treasures of the
previous monarchs has been documented in
the Royal Jewelry Document Booklet of
the Naseri period, and the most important
goal then has been to find the icon of the
treasures of the previous monarchs. The
booklet in question contained the documents
of theicons in the treasury and the court of
Naser al-Din Shah, and it is currently kept
at Documentation Center of the Malek
National Library and Museum Institution
under registration number 6164. In this
booklet, there are documents of five icon of
Hazrat Ali (AS), which were introduced and
identified in the article “The Lost Shamayel-
Rhaneh”. In this way, these five icons of
Hazrat Ali (AS) have been considered as the
statistical population of the current
research, and an attempt has been made to
find out the icons of treasures of the
previous monarchs among the icons of the
statistical population by using qualitative
(inductive) research method and by using
the tools of description, evaluation, analysis,
comparison and matching. The first icon of
the booklet is a medallion, which was
painted by Sani al-Mulk, and there is no
information about its current fate. The
second icon is a photograph of the blessed
face of Hazrat Ali (AS) under the stone
mirror and is now kept in The Treasury of
National Jewels. The third icon is the work
of Agha Hassan, the nephew of Agha
Yaqoub, and the fourth icon is the work of
Ismail Jalayer, and both are now kept in the
treasury of the Golestan Palace. The fifth
icon in the booklet is an oil painting of the
image of Hazrat Ali (AS) on canvas that its
creator and location are unknown. The
information that we have found through the
texts of other Qajar reports about the icon
of the treasures of the previous monarchs
is that Sani al-Mulk had copied an icon from
it on a medallion under the command of
Naser al-Din Shah. In the way of discovering
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how the icon of the treasures of the
previous monarchs was, the first step is the
order that Sani al-Mulk was painted from
it, because this icon had a direct reference to
the icon of the treasures of the previous
monarchs. According to the comparative
studies carried out in this research, it seems
that the first icon document in the Royal
Jewelry Document booklet is related to the
order icon drawn by Sani al-Mulk, and
therefore, the icon of the treasures of the
previous monarchs must be similar to it. It
should be noted that out of these five icons,
three icons do not have the factors of being
the candidate of treasures of the previous
monarchs; because the first icon was drawn
by Sani al-Molk from the icon of the
treasures of the previous monarchs, and
the fourth icon was the work of Ismail
Jalayer, so they were not from the previous
monarchs. The third icon also did not exist
in the Shamayel-Khaneh before and was
added by Agha Hassan, the nephew of Agha
Yaqub, and therefore, it was not from the
treasures of the previous monarchs.
Therefore, the remaining two icons were
identified as candidates for the treasury of
the previous monarchs and were
investigated. Not only the two candidates
are very similar, but they both also resemble
the icon of the medallion. Therefore, the
task was clear about the shape, form, and
general content of the icon of the treasures

of the previous monarchs, and the
discussion ~ was about the details.
Investigations showed that the first

candidate was bought by Naser al-Din Shah
in 1282 A.H. and therefore it did not come
from the treasures of the previous
monarchs, and therefore the second
candidate came from the treasures of the
previous monarchs. It seems that the icon
belonged to the time period before the
Naseri period to the Safavid period;
Therefore, the characteristics of the icon
were extracted from the text of the
document and compared with the important
oil paint icon in the Qajar period that was
installed in the Takyeh Dowlat, and the
results of the study showed that the
characteristics of the icon of the Takyeh
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Dowlat, which is now kept in the treasury
of The Astan Quds Razavi Museum, is
equal to the document, and if the accurate
age measurement of the icon of Takyeh
Dowlat shows that it is older than the
Naseri period, then this icon belongs to the
booklet document and this is the icon of the
treasures of the previous monarchs.
However, it accurate age measurement
determines its age around the Naseri period,
then this replica icon is equal to the original
icon of treasures of the previous monarchs
and was created in the Naseri period, and
the icon of the treasures of the previous
monarchs has not been found yet. Since the
reports of the newspaper Vaqaye-e
Ettefaqiyeh were recorded in issues 305 and
817 with a gap of about four months, they
may have talked about two difterent icons of
Imam Ali (AS) created by Sani al-Mulk.
Especially because the first report talks
about the order, but there is no mention of
the order in the second report. The report
of 317 of the newspaper Vaqaye-e
Ettefaqiyeh also implicitly refers to the
unrivaled skill of Sani al-Mulk in the
European style of realism and naturalism.
From this issue, it can be understood that
the work that was modeled for the
duplication has a realistic style and Sani al-
Mulk has completed this duplicating with
complete skill. Therefore, if we consider
the fact that the icon of the treasures of the
previous monarchs was the model of Sani
al-Mulk in creating this particular icon, and
referring to report 317, it should be said
that if the icon of the treasury of Astan
Quds Razavi Museum is not the icon of the
treasures of the previous monarchs, then it
is the Sani al-Mulk’s admired icon. At this
point, the author only raises the issue of
attributing the icon of the treasury of
Astan Quds Razavi Museum to Sani al-
Mulk and defers the definitive result to the
announcement of the result of the exact
age of this icon. In summary, it should be
said that there is a single type of icon in
three works in the Naseri treasury, one of
which is the icon of Sani al-Mulk, one of
which was obtained from the treasures of
the previous Iranian monarchs (the second
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candidate) and the other one was purchased
from a foreign country (the first candidate,
that is in The Treasury of National Jewels).
This means that both candidates were
created from a single pretext in two different
time periods (previous monarchs and Naseri
period). Unfortunately, at present, there is
no accurate information about what pre-
text these icons were created based on, in
which museum and which country they
were available, and by whom they came to
Iran. But because there were similar icons
from the Safavid period in Iran, it is clear
that there was a pretext for these icons from
the Safavid period in Iran. It is believed that
these icons were created from the original
icon that was created during the lifetime of
Imam Ali (AS) from his blessed face by a
Christian painter.

Keywords: Icon of Hazrat Ali (AS), Royal
Jewelry, Shamayel-Khaneh, Naser al-Din
Shah, Sani al-Mulk, Treasures of the
Previous Monarchs



