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7 World Wild Fund for Nature (WWF).
8 Harold Lasswell

9 Pictures in Nature: Schemata and Beliefs
10 Gombrich

11 Art and Illusion

12 Noticing a Rhinoceros

13 Perceptual Revolutions

14 Rembrandt

15 Vermeer

16 Whistler

17 Turner

18 Van Gogh

19 Cezanne

20 Visual Metaphor

21 Representation and Arousal

22 Pictures and Expression

23 Romanticism

24 Ronald Barnez

25 March

26 White

27 World Wild Fund for Nature (Retrieved May
2024 at 22:30 from https://www.worldwildlife.org).
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The Impact of Typography on the Conveyance of Visual Content in Educational
Posters(Case Study: Wildlife Posters of the World Wildlife Fund)

Abstract:
Detailed Abstract

Introduction: The combination of images
and text in visual communication can
enhance and complete the message,
attract  audience  attention, Increase
learning and memory retention, create
an emotional connection, and add variety
to the presentation of information. This
combination can significantly increase
the impact of the message and provide a
richer, more dynamic experience for the
audience. Images and text each have unique
capabilities in conveying meaning, which
cannot be reduced to one another. This
teature has been particularly emphasized
in educational posters. The creative
approaches of designers in juxtaposing
images and text can create new conceptual
spaces that go beyond the meaning of each
visual or textual part independently.

One prominent example of educational
posters with a broad audience and
the goal of raising awareness are the
educational posters of the World Wildlife
Fund (WWTF). This organization aims to
make its audience aware that the planet’s
problems are becoming increasingly
complex and critical. The effective design
and presentation of these posters can play
a crucial role in raising environmental
awareness. Using a creative combination
of images and text, these posters strive to
convey complex environmental messages
in a simple and understandable way. This
study aims to explain how text and images
interact in WWF wildlife posters based
on the analysis of 10 case studies. This
research analyses the key aspects of images
and text in the educational posters of the
World Wildlife Fund (WWTF). The poster
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images, as part of the WWI’s mission
to protect the natural world and wildlife
globally, have been collected directly from
the official website and related sites.

The main research question is: how does
the text in WWF wildlife posters influence
the content of the visual part?

Theoretical Framework & Method: The
visual and textual elements in posters help
create a memorable impact on the audience.
The images in the posters contain specific
codes that require decoding; therefore,
the encoding of poster images should be
minimised so that the general audience
can easily interpret the message (Maieri
& Khazaei, 2024:16). The purpose of the
images is not just to create a unique and
memorable feeling but also to encourage
the audience to take specific actions or feel a
particular way about the message conveyed.
The primary issue is the impact on people’s
attitudes, knowledge, and behavior.

The visual language of posters follows a
systematic structure, similar to written
language, with its own syntax and rules.
This visual language consists of four main
elements: the source or artist, the content
or message, the medium, and the receiver
or audience. Images can draw viewers’
attention to features of an object they
hadn’t noticed before and often reflect
broader beliefs and assumptions about the
objects depicted (Novitz, 1997:112-148).

David Novitz, in his book on images and
their use in communication, categorizes
effective use of images into six groups:

1. Naturalistic images and schemas: Images
are often based on schemas and reflect
specific beliefs and assumptions about the
depicted objects (Gombrich, 1968:77).

2. Attention to neglected aspects: Images
can highlight overlooked features of an
object (Novitz, 1997:112-148).

3. Perceptual revolutions: Images can change
viewers’ ways of seeing or interpreting an
object.
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4. Visual metaphors: Images convey complex
ideasthroughindirectrepresentation.

5. Representation and arousal: Images
can evoke specific emotional responses in
viewers.

6. xpression: Visual artworks often express
particular emotions and states.

Novitz emphasizes that part of the meaning
is always conveyed through words. Texts are
tools for altering or explaining the meaning
of images to the audience. Words guide
viewers to specificinterpretations of images,
reducing  personal  misinterpretations.
The relationship between text and image
can be complementary or supplementary,
enhancing the communication of the
message.

In this research, the functionality of
images in WWF educational posters is first
determined based on the characteristics of
each research sample. Then, the role of text
in conveying meaning and the relationship
between text and images based on proposed
theoretical frameworks are analyzed. This
study aims to provide insights for poster
designers on the eftective use of images and
text in educational posters.

Perry Nodelman, a theorist in children’s
book illustration, believes that the
effectiveness of the relationship between
images and text is achieved when both
elements either complement or align with
each other; otherwise, the connection is
ineffective. Nodelman has developed a
robust framework for closely examining
the interaction between images and text
in children’s books. His framework can be
applied to posters as well, suggesting that
children transition from passive observers
to active participants in the story (Pirooz
et al, 2016:7). Nodelman categorizes
the interaction into two main types:
convergence and development.

1.Convergence: Images and text move
in the same direction, either confirming
or complementing each other. This type
includes:



* Confirmatory: Image aligns with
the text, enhancing comprehension
(Eghbali & Rajabi, 2016:104).

* Complementary: Image and text cover
a single topic, providing emotional and
sensory information.

2. Development: Images or text expand
the information provided by the other. This
includes:

¢ Beyond text: Images convey more than
what is in the text (Nodelman, 2010).

* Text enhancement: Text provides more
details not shown in the image.

Nikolajeva and Scott also explore the
unique interaction between images and
text, categorising it into five types,
including symmetrical, complementary,
and contrasting relationships (Nikolajeva
& Scott, 2006:225-238). These theories
inform the analysis of WWTF educational
posters, focusing on how text and images
work together to convey messages.

Discussion: This study focuses on wildlife
conservation posters to closely examine the
nuances of the topic. A total of 40 posters
from the wildlife series published under
the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) were
collected and analysed. One poster from
each series was selected, resulting in a total
of 10 posters examined. Table 1 provides
a detailed analysis of the posters based on
Nodelman’s analytical methodology and its
alignment with the theories of Nikolajeva
and Scott, as well as Novitz's effective
use of images discussed in the theoretical
framework section.

The visual elements in the posters, created
using techniques such as photography and
photomontage, include diverse elements
like rhino horns, jewelry boxes, plastic
bottles, fish, and more. Each poster’s
background is monochromatic, emphasising
the central image through colour contrast
and lighting techniques. For instance, the
rhino horn placed inside a jewelry box
symbolizes the value of the horn as a
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precious jewel. Similarly, a plastic bottle
containing a fish with an expiration date
suggests its transformation into a museum
object. These metaphors effectively convey
messages about wildlife conservation and
environmental protection.

The textual elements complement and
expand the visual messages, providing
moral and educational content about
wildlife conservation. For example, the
text accompanying the image of a rhino
horn discusses the ethical implications of
killing rhinos for their horns. Similarly,
the text about the plastic bottle and fish
highlights the issue of overuse of plastic
bottles and its impact on marine life. The
interaction between text and images in
these posters creates a compelling narrative
that enhances the audience’s understanding
and engagement with the conservation
message.

The analysis revealed that the interaction
between text and images follows
Nodelman’s categories of convergence
and development. Convergent interactions

include instances where images and
text confirm or complement each
other, providing a cohesive message.

Developmental interactions involve images
or text expanding the information provided
by the other, enriching the overall message.
The findings indicate that effective use
of visual and textual elements in WWIF
posters can significantly enhance the
communication of complex conservation
messages, making them more accessible
and impactful for the audience.

By analysing these 10 WWF posters, the
study highlights the importance of creative
and strategic use of images and text in
educational materials. The results offer
valuable insights for poster designers and
educators in developing impactful visual
communication strategies for environmental
awareness campaigns.

Conclusion: Visual communication is never
entirely visual; even without accompanying
text, audiences interpret images with
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words formed in their minds. This becomes
particularly important in educational
media, where the aim is to guide the
audience toward a specific message, limiting
individual interpretations. This approach is
critical in WWTF posters aimed at global
audiences to raise awareness and advocate
for wildlife conservation.

The WWFE educational posters utilise
dynamic and paradoxical relationships
between text and images. Given the
diverse conditions and facilities of" different
countries, such as varying audience
diversity, education levels, and internet
access, effective poster literature disrupts
the audience’s usual thought processes,
aligning images with text to ensure accurate
information ~ comprehension.

Educational posters aim to raise awareness
and encourage behavioral change by
teaching  predetermined activities to
their audience. Analysing case studies
revealed that WWF designers often use
photography in their posters, making the
images more believable. Most posters
employ metaphorical imagery, illustrating
abstract concepts through visual analogies
and defamiliarising familiar images to
challenge accepted behaviors and norms.

In some instances, symbolic (poster 3) and
schematic (posters 7 and 10) functions of
images are observed, intending to amplify
emotional impact on the public. Striking
and intriguing photos often capture
audience interest, prompting them to read
the text, thus enhancing the effectiveness
of message delivery. In all analysed case
studies, the text complements and expands
the image’s message, providing precise
information not visible in the image, such
as statistics or specific geographic details.

In conclusion, WWFE posters eftectively
utilise the unique capabilities of images and
text to raise public awareness about wildlife
conservation. Metaphorical and symbolic
images engage the audience’s emotions,
preparing them to support the poster’s
goals, while the text conveys detailed,
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pre-determined educational information.
The interaction between text and images
enhances audience awareness and response,
achieving the ultimate goal of educational
posters.
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