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3-Nabonidus

4-Buddha Tooth Relic Temple and Museum
5-Choijin Lama Temple Museum
6-Ulaanbaatar
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29-Du Yun 19-A Slight and Pleasing Dislocation
30-Parallax 20-Are you ready to leave?
31-Unseen Series 21-Sharabha
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33-Ecstasy as Sublime, Heart as Vector 23-Hood's Red Runner
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with the audience.

We now live in a world where art can exist
in any aspect of technology and the world
of ideas. Only through creative artistic
ideas can the label of art be applied to any
of the creative actions. We are not dealing
with anti-art at the moment. It seems that
due to the vastness of the new art world,
the role of historical experience in other
branches of modern art can be examined
in the future.

Keywords: History, Interactive Art, Arthur
Danto, Death of Art, Postmodern Art.
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In the new world, with the advent of new
tools and media and the advancement of
technology and effective internet commu-
nication, the emergence of new styles of
creating works of artis observed in various
forms such as digital art, light art, art tools
and exploratory machines, etc. are running.
But what makes a work of art creative is the
effective communication with the audience
of the work as it can be found interactive
art. Therefore, in order to better communi-
cate with the audience, it is necessary that
the new artist knows the means of commu-
nication well and finds effective solutions to
engage the audience with the work of art.
According to Dantoss theory, a work of art
is not separate from its artistic past, and the
previous history of art production must be
considered in the creation of new art with
new media. Danto’s theory can contribute
to the effective communication of the art-
ist with the audience, while answering the
question that what necessitates us to study
the historical theories of art to reach new
art?

The purpose of this article is analyzing the
theories of Danto (art world) about mod-
ern art, which is in a special position from
an aesthetic point of view and has changed
the old definitions of art.

In this article, the following hypotheses is
proposed: 1) the audience is aware of the
historical background of a phenomenon or
process of creating a work of art, in rela-
tion to the new work of art with the new
audience, has a constructive role and the
audience will be able to better communicate
with the new work. 2) Arthur Danto»s theo-
ry of the art world can mean the audience>s
encounter with the new art of the present.
The method selected for studying this re-
search is collection of resources by library
method and based on descriptive-analyti-
cal. The method of information analysis is
qualitative, which is done by reviewing and
studying the available sources, articles and

visual samples. The collected information is
reviewed on two selected works of interac-
tive art.

In his theory, Arthur Danto speaks of the
existence of a context of history that is
telt in the formation of postmodern art.
Regarding the existence of a work of art,
Danto enumerates titles such as subject,
style, metaphorical expression, interpreta-
tion, and the existence of a historical con-
text for the said interpretations that define
the work of art. In the studied interactive
work, the remarkable presence of tech-
nology and its fusion with the nature ex-
perienced by the artist of the work shows
a form of audience participation with the
artist’s idea, while the visual similarities of
the work with the previous art can be seen.
In this article, an attempt has been done to
study the subject of the history and the im-
portant role of the historical-artistic past
for the formation of new arts such as in-
teractive art, because with the help of time
experiences, the audience can effectively
communicate with the new work of art or
improve the understanding of the concepts
and signs of the new art. With the death
of the art, all the basic definitions of art
were abandoned and a new aesthetic of art
was introduced. In this age, anyone can be
an artist and anything can be a work of art
which just needs to be introduced to the au-
dience.

In the studied interactive work, the remark-
able presence of technology and its fusion
with the nature experienced by the artist of
the work shows a form of" audience partici-
pation with the artist>s idea, while the visu-
al similarities of the work with the previ-
ous art can be seen. According to Danto, in
order to identify a work of art, it is neces-
sary to apply a special theory of art in or-
der to separate the work of art from other
non-artistic objects, as well as to examine
the specific artistic contexts of the works
in order to communicate more effectively
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Historical Reading of Interactive Art From the Perspective of Arthur
Coleman Danto by Examining Two Interactive Pieces of Art

Abstract:

Global events in recent years have drastically
changed the art world and brought art to a new era.
A completely different era in terms of perspective,
content and vision. These new conditions have been
proposed as the postmodern era, which by challeng-
ing the established concepts of high art and chang-
ing the meaning of art and of course aesthetics de-
rived from Kant, created a new era that is free from a
dominant intellectual system and absolute definition,
and with this , all the definitions of various schools
and artistic styles took a new form.

One of the branches of new erass art is interactive
art, where the initial idea is proposed by the artist
and then proceeds through the presence and partic-
ipation of the audience. Interactive art directly en-
gages the audience, and without his cooperation and
participation, no interaction will be formed to display
the artist>s idea. In most cases, the display of ideas is
possible with the help of technology.

History is a general and specific event that has tak-
en shape in the context of time. With the idea that
history is always rooted in the past, so in every new
event, one can see traces and signs of history. What
contains many questions and definitions in the pres-
ent age is what art is. New history and new society
offer new definitions of" art, and one of the philos-
ophers who has researched in this regard is Arthur
Coleman Danto.

This article examines the presence of past history
and experiences formed in the past of new works of
art and searches for their works and signs in various
types of new arts. It also tries to answer the follow-
ing questions: How does the history of art before
modern art influence the formation of a newer ar-
tistic understanding? From Danto»s point of view,
what art looks like after the death of art, because it
seems that without having a mental embodiment of
the applied experiences, a new form of the phenome-
non would not be comprehensible.

Vol.4 No.6 Spring — Summer 2021

| Sara Sadat Nouri

PhD Student of Art Research,
Faculty of Art, Alzahra University,
Tehran, Iran.

s.nouri@alzahra.ac.ir

| Zahra Rahbarnia

Associate Professor, Art Research
Department, Faculty of Art,
Alzahra University, Tehran, Iran
(Corresponding Author).
z.rahbarnia@alzahra.ac.ir

Date Received: 2020-08-31
Date Accepted: 2020-11-27

1-DOL: 10.22051/PGR.2020.32911.1084



be studied to analyze her works, aiming to
discover the complexities of identity in the
context of the requirements of contempo-
rary art. The following questions are also
answered in this regard: What are the com-
ponents of identity in Sikander’s works?
Has the artist been able to answer questions
about her identity? What elements has she
found to express her ideas?

After discovering the identity of a Muslim
woman in a colonized country with rich cul-
tural roots and mixed with various religions
and traditions, Sikander refers to the picto-
rial elements of Rajasthani, Rajput and Hin-
du-Islamic miniatures of the Gurkani peri-
od. She studied the roots of individual and
collective identity and recounts the themes
of identity through visual arrangements in
the form of concerns of the contemporary
world such as gender, religion, nationality,
politics, etc. These preparations are using
of Hindu myths such as Guppi, Krishna,
Shiva, Lakshmi manifestations, etc., which
reread gender issues through symbols and
myths. She also uses the achievements of
[ranian miniature as a multi-dimensional
space to connect the past and the present.
Understanding the capabilities of tradition
and requirements of contemporary art and
the issue of identity, is the main concern of
Shahzia Sikander that she tries to discover
it by returning to history and finding cul-
tural roots and expanding it in her works.
Recognizing the contemporary world with
successive developments and adapting it, as
well as identitying and introducing herself
as an artist, are the goals of Shahzia Sikan-
der who lived in a society with a brilliant
culture, tasted the bitterness of the con-
sequences of colonialism and suffocation,
and eventually is known as an avant-garde
artist in the world of contemporary art.
Resembles as many other artists, she un-
derstood the capabilities of Miniature in
different eras, and turned them into imple-
ments for expressing her artistic intentions

and contemporary concerns. With a critical
approach to the contemporary world, Shah-
zia has chosen Miniature as her point of de-
parture, and using the capacity of various
media, provided a new horizon for commu-
nication.

Keywords: Shahzia Sikander,
Miniature, Contemporary Art.

Identity,
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as Pakistan and India, identity has become a
suitable subject for expressing ideas in var-
lous artistic forms. For almost two decades,
the presence of modern Pakistani artists in
the contemporary art scene, has shaped the
formation of the Neominiature movement
in Pakistan and the Indian subcontinent.
The influence of modernism and also es-
tablishment of modern art institutions in
the last half’ century, led to the education of
a young generation that aimed to become
avant-garde artists by being in the middle
of artistic flows of the time. They decon-
structed and seek to establish themselves
in the international arena by using tradi-
tions and diligently searching for identity.
Following the actions of art curators, the
young Pakistani art community is drawing
the attention of audiences to local talents
across the country, who are some promi-
nent and world-renowned artists. Such as
Shahzia Sikander, a Pakistani-American
visual artist who works in various media,
comprising design, painting, animation, in-
stallation, performance and film. Educated
at the Pakistan College of Art, she is an
outstanding contemporary artist who chal-
lenges multiple issues such as identity in
the contemporary world, by delving into
the past, and also using structural and visu-
al elements of Miniature to express herself.
The social conditions of childhood and ad-
olescence, history, immigration challenges,
identity complexities and sexual frustra-
tions are some of the issues that the artist
has faced since the beginning of her career,
and thus benefits from the symbols and ele-
ments that reflect these concepts.

By shifting traditional frames and breaking
the framework of context in the center of
the image, she retold new visual narratives,
and «design» as the beating heart of her vi-
sual world, paved the way for the creation
of in various media. She increased the va-
riety of new techniques, such as mosaics,
animation, sculpture, installation, etc., and
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provided a conducive platform for gaining
experience and an effective way to act in
complex and deeply rooted cultural, po-
litical and social positions. Shahzia>s am-
biguous compositions disprove hierarchi-
cal assumptions. These complexities, with
their endless changes (referring to the ev-
er-changing world), provide an open-ended
narrative and infinitely possible interpre-
tations. During her migration, the flow of
her identity and consolidation as an Asian
Muslim female artist was burden on her
and turned her into an «alien» or «other»
although it became one of the artist>s main
concerns. Who am I and what do I do?
What is my role as an artist? She always
struggles with these ethnic questions about
her roots.

The issue of identity has been discussed
in several fields of humanities, psychology,
sociology, etc. Due to limited resources, and
though no fundamental research has been
done on Shahzia Sikander in Iran so far: A
study of structural features of Painting in
the Works of Three Postmodern Artists
(with a Case Study of the Works of" Far-
ah Osuli, Singh Twins, and Shahzia Sikan-
der), has been written by Asghar Katsh-
chian Moghadam and Maryam Qajavand
(published in Rahpooyeh Honar magazine,
2018), in which a number of Sikander’s
works are structurally adapted to Iranian
miniature. The innovation of this article
is recognizing the intellectual infrastruc-
ture of the artist, how to manipulate Indian
myths and miniature elements of the past
to create an innovative atmosphere for con-
versation and communication, as well as es-
tablishing herself as an immigrant Muslim
temale artist in contemporary art.

In this research, firstly a definition of iden-
tity will be obtained, then the life of the
Pakistani artist, Shahzia Sikander and the
tactors influencing the formation of her
intellectual currents will be achieved, and
finally a descriptive-analytical method will



Rereading Identity in Contemporary Miniatures Focusing on the
Works of Shahzia Sikander

Abstract:

Identity is a multidimensional issue which its origin
should be sought in the desire of human beings to
explore their intrinsic affiliations, with the aim of
satisfaction of needs and the sense of social belong-
ing, and also identifying personality traits that will
distinguish one person from another. In the field of
psychology, many theoreticians consider identity to
be primarily the product of personal feelings and
desires that are separable from the feelings of oth-
ers. This is why some of them believe that identity
is the sense of oneself, or in other words selt-cog-
nition, which 1s formed in relation to others and in
the context of a specific space and time. In such a
situation, there is a direct connection between per-
sonality and identity and personality plays an invalu-
able role in embossing identity. «Identity is a sense
of self-distinction, self-continuity and self-indepen-
dence,» Jacobsen said, emphasizing individual iden-
tity. Today, societies are increasingly attempting to
detect the components of their identity. Most sociol-
ogists emphasize the fact that the sense of identity
is formed through the dialectic of the interpersonal
and society. They more or less accept that identity
is usually reflected in the visions and feelings of in-
dividuals, even though the context for its formation
is collective life. This is the groundwork in which
artist grows and begins to search for his bygones
and belongings, in the moments of contemplation.
Entering the new era, with the emergence of new
identities and the distortion of previous ones, this
issue considered increasingly by thinkers in various
fields. The rise of postmodernism, which is highly
pluralistic, fragmented and relativistic, the flow of
globalization and transcending political, cultural,
and economic boundaries, also accelerating changes
in the electronic revolution, and finally, moving to-
ward the information society in the present era; these
are some reasons for paying more attention to the is-
sue of identity. For artists in colonial countries such
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were not so sensitive about the children
and their perception of" life, art, culture and
the future, they could not work deeply and
sympathetically. It must be told that most
of them, are authors of children’s books, or
have special expertise of children in some
fields other than Illustration is also for
them.

In summary, drawing for children is a very
sensitive, responsible and difficult task.
Those who work for children, in addition
to having strong technical expertise and
a lot of creativity in their work, must al-
ways consider the conditions of their audi-
ence, including their age; how do they deal
with issues; in what way do they think and
to what extent is their freedom in this di-
rection; how do they harmonize their lan-
guage with the children’s language and
understanding; how to give wings to the
kids’'understanding and imagination center
to attract them to think and create more.
Because, the future belongs to the children.

Keywords: Illustration, Czechoslovakia,
Decoding, Method of Expression and Per-
formance Techniques in [llustration, Chil-
dren's Book Illustration.
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slovak illustrators, we find out that the se-
cret of each work>s permanence is within
itself. In this way, copying and imitating the
works of other artists will not achieve their
goal of publishing a pure work. Of course,
by observing all the principles that must
be observed in an illustration work, which
includes: correct composition, design from
the good point of view, choosing the right
colors and the most important point is their
creativity.

In this research, all the reviewed works
have been composed of all these factors and
by keeping all these principles, they have
tried to communicate with the audience by
expressing their feelings, and most of the
works have come to a conclusion after sev-
eral years of working on it. After the stud-
ies and investigations ; based on the visual
elements and the type of technique and the
physical structure of each work has been
accepted, regarding the illustrating tech-
niques and according to his frameworks of
attracting the audience, and following their
special visual elements and characteristics.
In the process of this research, we find out
that the examination of the work charac-
teristics of each of these artists depends on
the collective past of" the people of his land,
and his mentality of his hometown, which
have become internal and external personal
and social stimuli, no illustrator can be sep-
arated from his culture and customs. The
artists hometown offers original works
and, they actually expresses their culture
with visual language. Each illustrator has
their own special style and technique, de-
spite being skilled in their work, which
distinguishes them from others and gives
them individual originality in illustration.
Gaining a strong hand in design through
practice, even the illustrators who work
very freely and full of mysteries and sym-
bolist forms. It these artists were not sensi-
tive to children world and their perception
of life, art, culture and future, they could
not depict the childish and pure world as

eloquently as possible. Most of them are
the authors of" books for children and teen-
agers, or they have special expertise for
children in some fields other than illustrat-
ing childrens’ books.

By examining the biography, collection of
works and characteristics of each artist>s
work and sometimes speeches or articles by
them and other experts, we found a set of
specific aspects in the work of each artist
and by summarizing all these contents, we
realize some basic points which are:
Having their own visual language that is
different from the visual language of oth-
er contemporary artists ; having a unique
style and method that is not imitation and
it comes from the mind and feelings of the
illustrator. Every illustrator has their own
technical style, which distinguishes them
trom others and gives them individual orig-
inality.

The step-by-step cooperation of the illus-
trator with the author of the story ; some-
times, some illustrators work with the au-
thor in a step-by-step way, illustrating and
writing, during the period when the book
is being written and illustrated, the author
and the illustrator are constantly working
with each other. Each of them, if not to say
that they interfere in the others> work, have
a significant impact on each other>s work.
Having a strong design power; all these il-
lustrators have started with drawing and
painting and having a lot of training and
practice, in order to reach more mature
works and a strong hand in drawing. Even
those who work very freely and full of mys-
tery and symbolism, also show a strong de-
sign in their works.

Most of these illustrators have a poetic
sense in their works, and this is that distin-
guishes their works from others and makes
them worthy of contemplation, full of cre-
ativity and pleasant for children.

Most of these artists are very committed
to children and their issues from the artistic
and psychological aspects. If these artists
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Expressive Methods and Execution Techniques of Illustration in the
Four Artworks of Top Czech (Illustrators (1979 - 2015))

Abstract:

The present study is an investigation of the meth-
ods of illustration in the works of four top Czecho-
slovak illustrators. This paper examines the effects
that these illustrators had on their contemporary
illustration society in Czechoslovakia and in order
to know the ways of" formation, and the character-
istics of the successtul works of these four illus-
trators, in depicting personal ideas and thoughts
and in the impact and communication with the
audience too, it has compared the most important
and diverse methods of illustration in the works
of these illustrators.

Czech and Slovak artists are skilled and creative
designers and painters who have a personal ap-
proach and attitude, which distinguishes each of
their work from others. Definitely, seeing these
works, analyzing and investigating the reasons for
this superiority and distinctiveness is useful and
effective for every illustrator. Knowing and using
each of these features can be a factor in creating a
successtul work of illustration.

The purpose of examining the works of these il-
lustrators is to answer the following research ques-
tions: What are the expression methods and per-
formance techniques in displaying personal ideas
and feelings that the four best illustrators of this
country, which is currently divided into two parts,
the Czech Republic and Slovakia, benefited? What
are the difference and similar characteristics be-
tween the choice of technique and story concepts
in their works? What features have made the works
of Czechoslovak artists successful and prominent?
How have they used various technical methods to
portray their personal thoughts?

This fundamental type of research, is descrip-
tive-analytical and the method of collecting in-
tormation is library type. It is worth mentioning
that the examination and analysis of visual works
is important in order to perpetuate the image in
the mind. According to the subject of the research;
looking at the illustration techniques of Czecho-
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ing among the works, and it can be called a
very small version of the world>s creation.
On the other hand, a museum is a place
whose duty is to remind the existence and
identity of the human being; that is, it ben-
efits from the beginnings and origins, and
with this hope, he takes the works and ob-
jects and displays them. In this sense, the
object in the museum environment becomes
a symbolic and mythical medium that pro-
vides a way to escape from the present and
this escape is deeper when it takes the form
of returning to the beginning. In fact, in
the museum, a person achieves a kind of
«escape from time» and is freed from per-
sonal and historical time. The Museum is
also areminder of the beginning of time by
including tangible and intangible works re-
lated to periodical celebrations and ceremo-
nies such as New Year and rituals such as
wars and battles. In another view, the muse-
um is also enclosed like holy places, and due
to this demarcation, it is separated from the
unholy world. Also, the museum building
often has a route and sequence of entry or
threshold and special conditions for entry;
in fact, passing through it requires compli-
ance with rules such as buying a ticket, not
bringing a camera, food, etc. and entering
it means accepting a different situation. In
addition, as a place of comfort, relaxation,
and education, it requires covenants about
sound, silence, restraint, attention, and full
awareness, which well reflects a kind of
sanctification of the place. However, it does
not force anyone to perform religious du-
ties or repent. According to the mentioned
characteristics, the museum can be consid-
ered a holy place based on the mythological
model of Eliade. The general patterns of
the museum are pregnant with values and
characteristics such as the manifestation of
the sacred, the connecting center, the rep-
etition of the cosmological archetype, the
experience of the beginning time, and hav-
ing borders and passages, as a result, it can

revive the experience of the «holy place»
even for non-religious people.

Keywords: Mircea Eliade, Myth, Holy
Place, Museum.
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dence of the manifestation of the concept
of a «holy» place can be seen in it, which
is visible among Eliade>s opinions. The
museum 1s considered as a place that has
a foundation in mythology, a temple and a
religion (sacred) on one hand, and a mod-
ern phenomenon (customary) on the other
hand, it includes values and characteristics
that can create an exceptional quality for
humans. Therefore, the present research,
using Eliade>s mythological model regard-
ing the «holy place», has paid attention to
its analysis of the museum institution and
in this way, it brings up the compatibility of
the museum institution with this myth.

The purpose of this research is based on
analyzing the mythological model of the
sanctity of place in the museum according
to Eliade>s opinions. Also, the main ques-
tion is: What are the sacred features of
the museum related to the holiness model
of place in the mythology of Eliade? The
method of the current research is quali-
tative and descriptive-analytical, and it is
tormed with a mythological approach. In
terms of the goal, it is a type of develop-
mental research and the collection of ma-
terials has been done in a library manner.
The importance and necessity of research
are that the mythological approach in the
tield of museology can open a new view on
it and clarify the position of the museum
institution related to holiness in the world
of myths. Also, considering the role of the
space and place of the museum in the for-
mation of meaning and concepts, the sub-
ject of the holiness of the place can play
a central role in policies aimed related to
the framework and function of the muse-
um; that is, it promotes knowledge and im-
proves planning in the process of museum
development and design, the perception
and display of works and the experience of
visitors. Nowadays, in the architecture of
museums, the external volume is important
in addition to the internal use, and on the
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other hand, attention is paid to the inter-
nal spaces and their functions, including the
activities of the museum curators, museum
objects, and its visits and visitors. In addi-
tion, it emphasizes the caution in differenti-
ating the sanctification and desanctification
of the museum in the contemporary era.

The results show that, from a mythologi-
cal point of view, the museum is considered
the place and temple of «muses», the place
of manifestation of the sacred. Then, since
many museums are established in holy plac-
es such as temples, churches, mosques, and
shrines, they are considered places of ho-
liness. Also, museums can enable the man-
ifestation of the sacred through their ob-
Jects and collections in three ways: objects
with an inherent holiness, objects related
to holiness, or an ordinary thing that has
been sanctified by entering the museum.
Furthermore, in the myth, «muses» are the
spiritual link between humans and other
worlds; the museum too, being the center
of the universe, connects the earth and the
sky through its objects and architectural
structure as the axis of the world; either
symbolically or in appearance. More pre-
cisely, the museum reminds us of the sky,
and since all cultures seek to conquer this
sky, they consider it a holy origin and spe-
cial symbol for every phenomenon; whether
it is prehistoric pottery, a statue, painting,
etc. or it is a museum building, including a
house, bridge, bath, etc. Also, museums can
show the repetition of cosmogenesis at first
glance, because museum works are consid-
ered a type of creation, most of which are
related to myths, whether it is a carpet with
mythological motifs, pottery with the pat-
tern of the tree of life, or an icon of the
Holy Mary. Also, the external structure and
architecture of some museums are a type of
creation based on mythological archetypes.
The museum is also re-defining and giving
birth to itself in a constant encounter with
novel works and ordering the chaos exist-



Defining the Manifestation of the Holy Place Myth in the Museum
Institution Based on the Views of Mircea Eliade

Abstract:

The myth expresses the ancient man>s thought and
teeling toward reality and the universe, which was
tormed in connection with his religious and moral
needs. Meanwhile, «place» has sacred aspects in my-
thology and it is separate from the usual dimensions.
Therefore, understanding the encryption of a place
depends more than anything on understanding its re-
ligious value and knowing the structure and function
of the holy place. This is while the attitude of ear-
ly and religious societies towards the place has been
different from the attitude of modern societies; in
such a way that the primitive and mythological man
sought to create holy places to get rid of the worldly
dimensions. But the modern man is far away from the
holy place and has fallen into the trap ot the secular
place. Based on this, in Eliade>s thought, «place» is
placed in two different fields, holy and secular and
any manifestation is considered to be a combination
of these two. That is, holiness is also hidden and se-
cret while being revealed; therefore, the existence of
an unholy place has never been fully understood, and
even the most secular place still preserves traces of
the religious value of the world. In addition, he de-
tines the structure and action of the holy place as
dependent on the characteristics of the manifestation
of the sacred, the connecting center, the repetition
of the cosmological archetype, the experience of the
beginning time, and having borders and passages. He
has dealt with the mentioned subject in detail in two
books: 1-Treatise on the History of Religions (1949),
which focused on the key concepts of «the center of
the universe», «holy place» and «holy time» and 2-
The sacred and the profane; the nature of religion
(1957), which, in addition to the previous concepts,
paid attention to «sanctity of nature» and «human
existence and sanctified life».

In the meantime, although in the general view, the
museum seems to be a secular place and related to
modern soclety, it accepts sacred aspects and evi-
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artists do not use lines for a specific reason,
but pay attention to their appearance. Some
of them use those types of fonts in their
works without even knowing the rules of

calligraphy.

Keywords: Graftiti Art, Street Art, Callig-
raphy, Calligram.
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works in terms of the relationship between
the writings and the art of calligraphy and
calligram and the meaning of these writ-
ings. It seems that graffiti writing is related
to the art of calligraphy and calligrm, and
graffiti art in Iran has been influenced by
both calligraphy, which is an Islamic art,
and Western lines. According to studies,
writing in gratiti art is related to tradition-
al, contemporary calligraphy, calligrm and
western calligraphy. Graffiti artists have
used the mentioned calligraphy and arts
but have not fully followed their rules. They
have made changes to the writing and let-
ters to differentiate it, which has distanced
itself from the original arts. These works
are similar to traditional calligraphy in ap-
pearance, but due to the lack of a specific
rule for drawing inscriptions on the wall,
artists have made changes in them. In these
writings, they pay more attention to the
beauty of the work than its rules.

The present study tries to study the mean-
ing and concept of writings in graffiti art in
a descriptive-analytical way to determine its
aesthetic or semantic aspect. With the same
research method, it surveys the relationship
and impact between writing in graffiti art
with the art of calligraphy, calligram and
western lines. The data of this research
are qualitative and field-based. The statis-
tical population of this research is fourteen
samples of written grattiti works in Tehran
city, which have been purposefully selected
from different parts (northwest, northeast,
west and east) of Tehran, but eight samples
of works have been collected from the Ve-
lenjak River. The effects are not known and
have been studied in this study. It should
be noted that finding and connecting with
graffiti artists is not easy; this goes back to
two issues: 1) anonymity is a characteristic
of this artistic group; 2) their media has no
official aspect and they do not have a center
tor work, etc., so it is not possible to easily
gain the trust of this group for cooperation.

The art of calligraphy has three uses in
many traditional arts, but in calligraphy
and gratffiti can be the basis of the work. In
addition to calligraphy and calligram, grat-
fiti and calligraphy also use color, which is
more prevalent in such arts than color to
calligraphy and calligram. They also make
changes to the shape of the lines (fonts) that
lead to innovation in the text. Sometimes
only these lines are similar in appearance to
traditional lines. In the writings of graftfiti
works studied in Tehran, there are similari-
ties between these writings with calligraph-
ic lines (Kufic script, Naskh, Nastaliq and
broken Nastaliq, Moali and Karshmeh) and
an example of Western calligraphy (Goth-
ic). Some of the writings in graffiti have
an aesthetic aspect; that is, it is just an ar-
rangement of letters, but some have both
a semantic and an aesthetic aspect; that is,
it is both an arrangement of letters and a
meaningful writing. This meaning and con-
cept of writing can be a poem, a text that
reflects the conditions of society. Accord-
ing to studies, writing in graffiti art is relat-
ed to traditional, contemporary calligraphy,
calligram and western calligraphy. Graftiti
artists have used the mentioned calligraphy
and arts but have not fully followed their
rules. They have made changes to the writ-
ing and letters that are different from the
original arts. These works are similar to
traditional calligraphy in appearance, but
due to the lack of a specific rule for draw-
ing inscriptions on the wall, artists have
made changes in them. In these articles,
they pay more attention to the beauty of
the work than its rules. They see the let-
ters like a form and put the letters together
using rotation, symmetry and mirror mode.
In some of these graffiti works, the letters
are crossed, which is usually due to the con-
nection between this art and calligraphy. In
calligraphy, letters overlap. In Siah Mashq
(calligraphy practice), the status is like: Siah
Mashq is a basic for calligraphy. Graffiti
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motional works are either designed and ex-
ecuted by the artist or the artist executes
the client>s selected design. Graffiti writ-
ers have been able to create graffiti writ-
ing masterfully and in an individual and
personal way. Make changes to it and each
graffiti will get its own linear style. They
have spent years designing their letters
and alphabet. Every graffiti artist has his
own signature or tag that he has designed
and can be seen on the city walls. The tag
represents the personality of the owner of
the work and is not subject to expression.
Public display of tags, signatures, and tags
indicates that the graftfiti artist is seeking
recognition from others. Many of these
graffiti artists are self-taught graffiti art-
ists and have nothing to do with their field
of study. Graftiti artists usually place their
graffiti works on busy city streets to make
them more visible to the public. Graffiti
writers increasingly focused on the unique-
ness and creativity of their work. Elements
of Western youth culture have entered Ira-
nian culture and art through graftiti; Irani-
an youth have used these elements in a new
combination with new social, political and
cultural conditions; like the Throw Ups on

the wall of the Velenjek River, which has
much in common with the western Throw
Ups. Also in Iranian graffiti works, the in-
fluence of Iranian art such as calligraphy is
evident. Graffiti writers also make changes
to the shape of the calligraphic lines, creating
new lines. Sometimes only these lines are sim-
ilar in appearance to traditional lines; some-
times they follow the rules of traditional lines
in details.

The present article examines the impact
of calligraphy, calligram and western cal-
ligraphy on writing in Iranian graffiti art
as the question of this article. Calligraphy
also has a special place in painting and graf-
fiti. This descriptive-analytical method, by
data collecting in a field method, tries to
examine the position and relationship of
writing in graffiti with common lines to
determine whether they have an aesthetic
or semantic aspect. Due to the limited re-
sources and backgrounds related to graffiti
in Iran, it is necessary to conduct this re-
search to increase awareness, information
and knowledge of people about graffiti
art. This research introduces grattfiti art in
Tehran by descriptive-analytical method
and field method and then analyzes these

Samples of Graphite Works on the Walls Of Velenjak River in Tehran

Text: NMG | Text: Hesam, Hooman
(Source: and Reza
Authors) (Source: Authors)

Throw Up; Text: Strange means

Text: Unknown. | strange. Similar to the

(Source: Gothic script. (Source:
Authors) Authors)

Throw Up; Text: BBOY
(Source: Authors)

Text: similar to the letter
h (in Persian), which is
symmetrical and in a
mirror shape. (Source:
Authors)

Text: Unknown, letter
arrangement, similar to Gothic

script. (Source: Authors)

Text: Unknown, letter
arrangement, similar to Gothic
script. (Source: Authors)
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Writing in Graffiti Art (Tehran City)

Abstract:

The art of mural painting has a long history
in its historical origins. The first forms of mu-
rals related to three thousand years BC, were
created in prehistoric caves in the form of pic-
tographs (illustrations, letters or letters) us-
ing tools such as animal bones and pigments.
Prehistoric murals were also painted on cave
walls for hunting and magic. Graffiti dates back
at least to ancient civilizations such as ancient
Greece and the Roman Empire. This art has
been popular in different countries; there are
examples of this art in Iran. Early in the for-
mation of graffiti art, this art was considered
a crime, but today, exhibitions and festivals are
held to display these works, and even the works
of these artists are sold. This art is not con-
sidered a legal art in Iran and usually are ex-
hibited outside of Iran. This art is considered
sabotage or vandalism, but today graffiti art-
ists are allowed to perform works on some city
walls. This art is to convey a message. These
messages can be protest, social, cultural, etc,,
which is a reflection of the conditions of soci-
ety and the people of that society. Considering
that graftiti art is closely related to protest art
and some of them express their protest in the
form of rap in music and some of them express
their protest and criticism with graffiti art on
the walls of cities in the form of pictures and
text, but today, the theme and concept of this
art has been changed; there are other concepts
besides the spirit of protest. By studying the
history of gratftiti art, it can be seen that graffi-
ti was formed as a protest art in the first place,
but today it is even used for advertising. To-
day, graffiti art is used in advertising, decorat-
ing and beautitying the walls of various places
such as clubs, cafes, houses, universities. These
advertising graftiti works are legal. These pro-
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field including addressing adult issues as
well as realistic approach, have a great im-
pact on the world of manga and even
launched the comic strip. It can be said that
this style of manga contains dark scenes or
pictures in some ways. In one part, when
Mazdak and his slave reach a village on the
way to provide food, they find that famine
has spread everywhere and the villagers are
eating dogs, cats, and human corpses due to
severe dehydration and lack of" food. Unlike
other pictures that are fully colored, this
section is displayed in black, white, scary,
and disgusting. What emerges from Irani-
an paintings is that Iranian artists had no
desire to explicitly represent nature and
their emphasis has been more on express-
ing symbolic and subjective concepts. For
this reason, decoration, abstract painting,
and sometimes abstraction can be consid-
ered as general features of Iranian paint-
ing. In order to take a deeper look at the
visual features of Iranian painting, we see
tactors such as simplicity in creating the de-
sign, flat compositions, no shadows, diffused
lighting, and the use of pure and bright col-
ors. To achieve pure form, painters seem to
have simplified forms, created gentle mazes
and applied subtle, youthful faces. One of
the basic principles of Iranian painting is
space creation. This principle is called
multi-dimensional specialization because
each part of the image can contain a specit-
ic, independent event. For this reason, it can
be considered synchronized with Japanese
manga because, in manga paintings, we also
see fragments of images, each part of which
can be the narrator of a particular story.
More interestingly, in some Iranian paint-
ings, the frame is broken, in such a way that
a certain element is rooted inside the paint-
ing frame and its continuation can be seen
outside the desired frame. In the manga pic-
tures as well as the illustrated story, like the
paintings, the failure of the frame is seen,
so that the element outside the frame can be

Vol.4 No.6 Spring — Summer 2021

a part of the body, a branch of a tree, and
even a part of the architecture. It should be
noted that in the Marz illustrated story, in
addition to the effects of the Japanese man-
ga, elements such as old trees as well as
hills painted with snuff form have a direct
reference to the use of Iranian paintings

style.

Keywords: Japan's Manga, Marz the Irani-
an [llustrated Story, Effects of Visual Ele-
ments, Iranian Painting.



reason, some of our country»s artists have
recently started to create illustrated stories
with Iranian themes and characteristics
among them, we can mention the illustrat-
ed story of «Marz» written by Sadat Faqi-
hi and illustrated by Mahour Pourghadim
which, as an Iranian hero, they refer to a
Safavid painter named «Mazdak» and his
slave «Sabra». In the illustrated story, al-
though the artists tried to create a native
work with Iranian traditional visual fea-
tures, which was also borrowed from Irani-
an painting, it seems that some of the visu-
al rules of" Japanese manga are still more or
less the same. If' in the past Japanese cul-
ture was known to the world due to things
like tea traditional ceremonies, samural, etc.
today, its popular culture has spreaded
through manga and anime, making it popu-
lar with the younger generation around the
world. So much so that November 3rd is
named «Manga Day» in Japanese culture.
With this in mind, Japanese manga can now
even serve as a source of inspiration for
making a native comic strip. Based on the
above, the question that arises in this article
is: The visual elements of Japanese manga
based on what backgrounds were used in
the illustrations of the Iranian illustrated
story and created influences?. And aims to
examine the eftects that Japanese manga vi-
sual elements have created on Iranian illus-
trated story pictures. This research is of
descriptive-analytical type and has been
done through library tools as well as a
study on a collection of Japanese manga
and Iranian illustrated stories. In different
parts of this article, it is stated that: A man-
ga is a phrase used to refer to a particular
type of comic book in Japan, which means a
series of sequential pictures dating back to
around the twelfth century. In other words,
the comic book industry in Japan is called
manga, which has distinctive characteris-
tics compared to the productions of other
societies in this field. The real emergence

of manga took place in the twentieth centu-
ry when they became so popular that a spe-
cial manga was published for each age
group. Like the manga, the comic strip is a
narrative of several pictures next to the
text in a row, in comic strips, pictures are
usually placed horizontally next to each
other, and a few sentences that illuminate
the picture are used inside or in the middle
of the picture frame. In Iran, the method of
illustration in the form of comic strips or
illustrated stories can be seen in the reliefs
on historical buildings that show a kind of
visual sequence about historical narratives.
Examples of these include Persepolis,
paintings on pottery and clothing, and
many ancient objects. In some paintings,
the images were stacked in a row, and in lat-
er periods, it was the turn of the carpets to
tell the stories like a comic strip. In the
Marz illustration, the round and large eyes
of the characters are completely manga like
and the only difference with the manga
form is that in the color of the eyes in the
border effect, it seems that the artist in-
tended to induce a sense of reality. But in
the manga, the same eyes may be seen with
unusual colors, including colors: purple,
yellow, red, etc., but the open and closed
forms of the lips are designed same as a
mangas. In Howell>s Japanese animated cas-
tle, which features both manga and anime,
Howell is portrayed as a male protagonist
with full costumes, jewelry, hair, and a slen-
der, girlish body. Mazdak, as a male hero in
the Iranian comic book, has a small and del-
icate body along with the rest of the men in
this bodywork. Thus, based on the men-
tioned cases, it can be said that in the field
of the sexualization of the illustrated pro-
tagonist, similarities are also found with
manga, along with Iranian beauty compo-
nents such as black hair and eyebrows with
light skin. Kiga style means dramatic pic-
tures while being influenced by previous
manga styles, by creating new paths in this
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Finding The Root Causes of the Effects of Japanese Manga Visual
Elements on the Pictures of Iranian Comic Entitled Marz

Abstract:

The illustrated story is the expression of a nar-
rative through a series of pictures; for this rea-
son, it is also called a consecutive illustrated
story. In order to take a deeper look at the realm
of story or illustrated narratives, their history
goes back to cave murals as well as ancient
paintings. But in modern ages, comics refer to a
particular type of painting that carried several
pictures with text and are periodically pub-
lished in magazines, newspapers, or comic
books in different societies. The collection of
comic books in their modern meaning consists
of two major sections: comic strips and manga.
Comic strips originated from the West and
manga, which is a Japanese art production, is
one of the manifestations of folk art, and in Ja-
pan, it has become part of the culture and life
of the people. Comic strips and manga are even
influenced by each other in some cases, includ-
ing in the creation of heroes, the appearance of
some characters, and even in the composition
of text and pictures. Nevertheless, both series
have retained their identity and have impressed
many audiences around the world. As McWil-
liams points out in the introduction to the book
Visual Japanese Culture, about 2.4 million Jap-
anese people are fans very into Manga that they
are called otaku. Otakus are people who spend
most of their day and night reading manga or
even watching anime. It should be noted, how-
ever, that due to the high popularity and high
production of manga in Japan, to save money,
the producers published most of the manga in
black and white and only the cover and catalog
of the manga were in color. Today, manga is
also globally glorified and has become part of
the popular global culture. In recent years in
Iran, the number of people interested in Japa-
nese manga and comics is increasing. For this
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nied by imagination, innovation, invention,
and mental creativity of its creator. The
bases of these patterns are circles that are
divided equally and create regular poly-
gons. What is crucial is to identify the po-
tential of the Islamic-geometric patterns
and transmit them to graphics since these
patterns are of great significance visually
and conceptually. It seems that re-reading
these patterns can make a powerful bond
between these patterns and contemporary
architects (designers) since nowadays, by
the non-professional application of these
patterns, Islamic-Iranian patterns do not
have a widespread role in sign designing.
Nowadays, there are diverse approaches
to use these patterns, including the role
of connections in patterns and the energy
governing the spots. Moreover, to appreci-
ate how to draw these patterns would help
graphic designers to avoid mistakes in their
artworks. Using frames based on the geo-
metric web of patterns, and also putting
patterns as geometric webs in a way that in
the final sketch they would not be visible is
another strategy offered in the present re-
search. Generally speaking, utilizing these
patterns can create an outstanding new
piece without creating an old, repetitious,
and out-of-mind space for the audience.
An appreciation of the principles govern-
ing these patterns, their graphic structures,
and proper application, along with using
colors in these works, are the issues to be
considered in designing and utilizing these
patterns, and ignoring these principles can
lead to an awkward and unstable composi-
tion.

Keywords: Jameh Mosque of Isfahan, Safa-
vids, Geometric Design, Arabesque Design.
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call this monument the museum of" art and
architecture or the encyclopedia of" art and
architecture signifying the importance of
this beautiful complex. Emphasizing the
significance of the Islamic-Iranian patterns,
it is endeavored to demonstrate that the
patterns (the case of the Safavid patterns in
Istahan’s Jameh Mosque in particular) can
become a foundation for the decorative arts
in Iran>s contemporary graphics arrang-
ing them in a unified and cohesive manner.
These patterns, underpinned by Moslem
artists observing all the principles of visual
arts, have a logical criterion demonstrating
the innovative and creative minds of their
creators. It seems that using these pat-
terns, which are compatible with the pres-
ent culture and condition, can represent a
part of Irams culture and civilization and
eventually would satisty a part of today>s
graphical demands. Knowing the patterns
based on structures compatible with graph-
ic standards (dots, line, surface, composi-
tion, size, and color) can contribute to their
recreation and proper application in today»>s
world and this knowledge is a necessity for
each graphic designer. The present study
scrutinizes the patterns used in the Jameh
Mosque of Isfahan due to its historical val-
ue and diversity of patterns, especially in
the Safavid era, since it is a proper place
to re-read the Islamic-Iranian patterns. It
seeks to answer how the symmetry in these
patterns is compatible with graphic sym-
metry and what are the potentials of these
patterns. The research methodology is de-
scriptive-analytical and data is collected
through library-based studies, photography
and pattern drawing by the author which is
eventually analyzed graphically. In doing
so, the sum of patterns used in this mosque,
including geometric, arabesque, and Khatai
(floral), are analyzed through the structure
of visual arts principles (dots, line, surface,
symmetry, composition, and size) and the
energy governing them. In studying these
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patterns aesthetically, analyzing the pri-
mary structure of the patterns is of great
significance since an accurate structure can
accommodate many aesthetic principles
with human mentality. The structure and
composition of the patterns can be inspired
by nature accompanied by contemplation
and experimentation since understanding
how to utilize the science of nature proper-
ly is science itself” used by the artists in the
creation of the patterns. From the primary
analysis of the patterns, it can be concluded
that the structure of geometric patterns is
made up of straight and angled lines ver-
tically, horizontally, and slantingly and in
drawing these patterns, the rules and struc-
tures used in triangle, square, and rhombus
are observed. Khatai (floral) and arabesque
patterns are curved, rotating and soft lines
in which circles have a major role. All these
patterns have cohesive, unified and unique
structures which have rhythm, harmony,
symmetry, movement, rotation, and stabili-
ty inside themselves. In these compositions,
the artist has no emphasis on a particular
part of the pattern and moves the observ-
ing eye serenely and actively all across the
artwork. The present study aims at a better
understanding of the application of deco-
rative patterns in the Jameh Mosque of Is-
tahan and applying it in graphics. It seems
that the patterns used in this mosque can
satisty a part of man>s communicative de-
mands. By knowing the characteristics of
Iranian-Islamic patterns, they can be used
in communicating through graphics in-
stead of using cliché patterns that the au-
dience cannot communicate with. A thor-
ough appreciation of the background of
patterns, decorative and Islamic arts, and
also an appreciation of artwork culture, is
a necessity nowadays. The Islamic-geomet-
ric pattern is a branch of Islamic arts that
is founded by Moslem artists observing the
principles of visual arts. Islamic-geometric
patterns have a logical criterion accompa-



Rereading Jameh Mosque of Isfahan’s Patterns in the Safavid Era from
the Fundamentals of Visual Arts Point of View

Abstract:

Since during the Islamic era art had achieved its
place among the kings and monarchs, numerous
artists practiced various arts in the court. Howev-
er, since no iconography was used in the Islamic
decorations, the artists replaced it with geometric
and arabesque patterns creatively. Moreover, these
patterns have been used in book designing, carpet
weaving, textile industry, and crockery ware along
with the ornamentations of Islamic monuments.
Nevertheless, in the Islamic era architecture has
been more focused due to its substantial importance
and more diverse patterns can be found in the re-
ligious and non-religious monuments of the era.
Among all Islamic periods, the Safavid era is one of
the most significant ones in using patterns to dec-
orate Islamic monuments. Kings of the Safavid dy-
nasty, especially King Solomon, King Tahmasb, and
King Abbas, attempted to build, develop and deco-
rate numerous monuments and Isfahan has been the
center of attention due to its being the capital of
the kingdom. Among the Safavid monuments, the
Jameh Mosque of Isfahan is plain in structure, and
in this period the tiling ornamentations used in dif-
terent parts of this monument, including a tablet in
the terminal cornice of southern veranda, the west-
ern altar in the south side of Saheb’s stone bench,
the altar beneath Nezam-al- Molk’s dome, the altar
in the south side of the western veranda, the font
belonged to King Safi in the northern veranda and
the altar in the eastern bedchamber of Nezam-al-
Molk’s dome, added to its beauty. These ornaments
include geometric and written patterns in the form
of brick and stucco ornamentations in combination
with Kufic and Thuluth script in a turquoise back-
ground. Although there are patterns among the
scripts, they are highly independent and it proves
the presence of a tundamental scientific framework
in these patterns. Consequently, many historians
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the beginning of the Isfahan school, the pen
of the cloud underwent a transformation.
Cloud-making in painting came into being
before cloud-making in paper-making. In
the book “Rules of Lines”, the invention of
paper color painting is attributed to Khajeh
Abdullah, a calligrapher at the great court.
Bita Vakili is also one of the most successtul
artists which has achieved great success
in both domestic and foreign exhibitions
and auctions. Both periods of Bita Vakili’s
works were created based on a complete
understanding of the characteristics of
modern art. In these two periods of her
works, we see the continuation of cloud
computing in a different way. In the first
period, in her works, she has exhibited
a form of cloud pattern that represents
marble patterns or abstract patterns that
were used in cloud paper as a background
for calligraphy or letters and book margins.
Secondly, she gave this role an independent
identity, taking them out of the decorative
formof the texts and using them as the main
form (background). She then used cloud-
making, along with industrial materials,
collaged on cloud motifs, as representations
of satellite imagery and geographical maps.
The revival and different function of cloud-
making, in the first period of this artist’s
paintings, has been done based on a change
in the method of production, a change in
materials, and a change in the importance
of the role of the cloud theme. Also in
the second period, in addition to these, by
replacing the visual metaphor of metal
materials, instead of the visual element of
words (calligraphy), as the main element of
expression, another form of revival of this
tradition has been done.

Keywords: Contemporary Iranian Painting,
Women Contemporary Iranian Painters,
Bita Vakili, Cloud Paper, Cloud Making,
Cloud Principle, Formalism.
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created from the divisions of contemporary
painting, from the perspective of Pakbaz
and belong to this period. According to
Pakbaz, the demand for art, especially
women, increased during this period. And
the marginal biology in eclectic painting
in the previous period found a suitable
ground for manifestation. And other forms
of decorative painting with Iranian and
Oriental faces also appeared. Now, about
thirty-eight years after the fourth period
of contemporary Iranian painting;, it can be
seen that again sparks, from the conscious or
unconscious approach of Iranian painters,
to pictorial traditions. This attention to
the Iranian visual tradition is an honorable
achievement and a purposeful effort to
negate consumerism in the humanities
and arts. The aim of the present study is
to examine the works of Bita Vakili from
the perspective of the approach to the
Iranian visual tradition and to examine
the continuous work of this painter in
reviving and using cloud-making in the
contemporary period. Most of the different
artistic periods of Bita Vakili’s works can be
studied in the field of modernist painting
due to their abstract nature. But in recent
times, in addition to abstraction, we see the
presence of figures, representing places
like the map of Iran, in her works. This
longitudinal trend in method change is, on
the one hand, contrary to the direction of
the history of modern Western painting
(ie, from the Fauvist representation to the
negation of any external view in post-
painting abstraction). On the other hand, it
is in line with postmodern art, which denies
the self-sufficiency, purity, style, quality and
innerlook of the mediumof art; and in a way
it deals with the objective representation
of the simultaneous representation of
the object of art and its image. Now the
question is, how did the principles of cloud-
making emerge in the works of Bita Vakili,
who follow the criteria of Greenberg
purity? This research has been done using

descriptive-analytical method and using
library, internet and archival sources. Bita
Vakili is a painter born in 1973. She has a
master’s degree in painting from Tehran
University of Arts. Her name announced
as the most expensive female artist in the
Middle East in 2011 at Christie’s 12th
auction in Dubai. She has participated in
more than forty solo and group exhibitions
in Iran, the United Arab Emirates, Canada,
Armenia, France and other countries.
What has been studied in this research is
the different collections of her works of
art that have been classified in the first and
second periods based on the cloud-making
tunctions in her painting.

In the book “Qanoon al Sowar (law of
images)”, Sadeghi Beyk has stated seven
decorative principles of Iranian painting
in the form of poetry: “Eslimi”, “Khatai”,
“Cloud”, “Waq”, “Niloufar”, “Frangi” and
“Romi Band”. After the arrival of Chinese
works in Iran with different designs,
Iranian artists, with the changes they
made in these roles, invented the “cloud
principle”. These
throughout the history of Iran, to the point
that the
Iranian artists gave this theme a variety of
evolutions. One form of evolution was that
the cloud motif indicated the shape ot the
cloud itself. This shape was used to show the
cloudy sky. As an example, we can mention
the painting “Ascension of the Prophet” by
Sultan Mohammad Tabrizi. The shape of
the cloud motif, from the fourth century
AH onwards, changed into the role of the
dragon as well as the Simorgh. Another
form of evolution of this motif, can be seen
in the motifs of mythical animals. Beautiful
examples of these designs, created by
Mohammad Siah Ghalam. In the seventh
and eighth centuries AH, this motif; in the
form of a halo around the heads of the
prophets and saints, evolved in the Ascension
Letters. “Batarmeh” was another type of
evolution. During the Safavid period, with

Innovations continued

innovative transformations of
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Continuation of the Use of the Cloud-Making Tradition in Bita Vakili’s

Paintings

Abstract:

Iranian painting, which (until the Safavid Era) was
expressive in the field of art and was related to
literature, mysticism and other mediums faced a
challenge with modern painting which was emphasizing
on concepts such as pure painting, independence of
painting, painting’s self-sufficiency, originality and
aesthetic quality, valuing of art and used to introduce
the modernism as the keeper of aesthetic qualities in
painting . As Dariush Shaygan rejected any attempt
to integrate ancient art with modern styles, Graber,
however, believed that Iranian painting, along with
many other traditions, depicted the main features of
the nineteenth century: the necessity of modernity and
the impossibility of returning to the past. After the
arrival of modern developments in painting in Iran,
several generations of Iranian artists showed different
reactions to it. Others acknowledge the authenticity
of Western modern art, but consider modern Iranian
art to lack a proper understanding of modern art. Like
Pakbaz who believes that a comprehensive achievement
in contemporary Iranian art has not been achieved
for two reasons. One is unbalanced patterns and
another is the lack of institutionalization of modern
art in society. Others chose the middle way. In search
of the similarities and differences between modern
art and Iranian art, they stated that, in both abstract
art and traditional abstract art, the artist transcends
the boundaries of form and form. Therefore, the
two have something in common in the position of
avoiding naturalism. However, one of them is a carnal
experience, and the other is a spiritual experience. so,
the way is this: rediscover the Iranian visual traditions,
which are based on inspiration, and re-use traditional
patterns and shapes. Many Iranian painters, in search
of combining the principles of modern painting with
the principles of traditional art, made many trials and
errors. Among these painters is Bita Vakili. She is a well-
known painter in the field of contemporary Iranian
art. The works of Bita Vakili of the fourth period
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meanings; Also, symbolic colors have
been used in only 20% of cases. Finally,
there is no significant benefit from other
color qualities that affect effectiveness.
This violates the effect of advertising and
does not follow the process of attracting,
discovering and convincing the audience.
Also, during the period of this research, the
process of using colors has not changed
significantly.

The point to consider about the concepts
of colors is that although the topics related
to the concept of colors are not definitive,
but in our opinion the concepts of color
in urban advertising can be divided into 4
groups:

1. Psychological concept is the feeling of
each person that everyone has towards color.
But because the physiological structure
of humans is the same, in many cases, the
sense of most audiences is alike.

2. Contractual concepts, such as the colors
of traffic signs that are selected and laid out
so everyone is trained to understand them.
Thus, they are public, but they are mostly
unrelated to the psychological meaning of
colors.

3. A symbolic concept that encompasses
a part of the whole and is mostly used to
induce abstract concepts such as the green
flag to express peace in Islam. These kinds
of concepts are also termed as a result of
education and therefore become public.

4. Arbitrary concepts that are used only
according to the designer’s taste and are
not public; it has a metaphorical state and
may become symbolic due to repeated use.
Today, most of the first three types of
color concepts are used in advertising.
But in most of the works of the statistical
community, arbitrary colors (68%) are
being used. This shows that despite all the
importance that theorists have given to
color, the color selecting process is rarely
done with accurate and calculated analysis.
Designers need to know what reaction
and effect their chosen color will have on
the environment, and how wide the scope

of that color will be in the effectiveness of
environmental advertising.

Keywords: Tehran Urban Advertising,

Color Eftectiveness, Billboard, Decks of
Bridges.

Vol.4 No.6 Spring — Summer 2021



Journal of Graphic Arts and Painting Research

and technical nature of the poster and its
family is not appropriate to the subject of
this article. Marshall McLuhan, a Canadian
philosopher, has said that the poster is
a collective image that subsides into the
depths of a living society in space and
time. This image gradually changes the
teeling of the audience to the extent that
it stimulates his creative imagination; thus,
it somehow leads the audience to change
social, economic, cultural and political
processes. According to poster designer
Rex Peteet, a good poster should convey
its message accurately, quickly and clearly.
But the bridge deck is actually a narrow
horizontal billboard that mounts to the
pedestrian or ride bridge railings and has
the same functions as a poster. Its length
is sometimes as wide as one direction of
the highway and sometimes as wide as two
directions. But it does not have a specific
standard; so it can have any width and
length. Among the numerous components
(we will discuss in the next articles) that
make an urban billboard eftective, it is to pay
attention to the color and its qualities and
accordance with the environment and of
course induce the content of the message.
The purpose of this study was to investigate
the status of colors used in printed urban
billboards and bridge decks in Tehran
during the period 2015 to 2017 from the
perspective of effectiveness of color.

This research seeks to answer the questions
that: What are the effective qualities on
the effectiveness of color in billboards and
decks of Tehran Bridge (2015-2017)? And
is there a trend of change in these three
years?

The main hypothesis: Although Tehran
city billboards (2015-2017) communicate
explicitly and easily with the audience,
but they have mainly used colors in
harmony with the season of publication,
they are dark in color, and they have used
arbitrary colors and they have not benefited
significantly from other qualities that affect
the effectiveness of color. Sub-hypothesis:
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During the period of this paper, the process
of using color quality has not changed
significantly.

In this paper, the research method is
descriptive-analytical based on cross-
sectional survey; which has been done
about 404 billboards and bridge decks that
were published in Tehran in 2015, 2016 and
2017. The choice of this time period was
not optional and was only due to the access
to these boards, in which the cases examined
in them are apparently observable at all
times. For classification and information
analysis, first the works are examined from
the perspective of color status and qualities
affecting the colors used, and then the
published boards for a total of three years
together, and finally the frequency of each
of the three years is calculated separately;
to rely on these results beyond suspicion
and to gain a better understanding of
the positive and negative points of using
color in the statistical community, we
aim to examine its effectiveness. Because
the evidence of color and its qualities are
condensed by subconscious of the audience.
The results show that although the
urban billboards of Tehran (2015-2017)
of statistical community, communicate
explicitly and easily with the audience, they
have are used mainly colors in accordance
with the publication season; the glitter of
the colors of the work will disappear in
the fuss of the colors of the environment,
and in this case, a lot of silent images will
be created that not only do not attract the
attention of the audience, but also confuse
them. Also, in these works, contrasting
colors that are suitable for attracting the
audience have been used to a small extent
(18%). In 65% of cases, they have dark
color, which reduces the brightness of the
combination, which is intended to attract
and create the appropriate vibrancy of
urban billboards; and then in the statistical
community, arbitrary colors are used at a
rate of 68%, which is used according to the
designer’s taste and does not have public



A Survey of Color’s Effectiveness Quality Components on Urban
Billboards and Bridge Decks of Tehran (2015-2017)

Abstract:

The attraction and effectiveness of advertising
products or services is a relatively old method.
Today, we are witnessing environmental propaganda
bombardment all over the world, both in big and
small cities. Every brand and service, whether
new or reputable and familiar to the audience,
uses a variety of visual media to introduce and
promote their products and services; these include
advertising media, billboards and bridge decks over
the cities. Of course, with the trend of changing
the face of cities and also helping to protect the
environment, we are confronting the use of electro-
billboards, digital billboards and urban TVs more
and more every day. But the use of print media in
urban environmental advertising as a beautifying
and influential element in the urban environment is
inevitable, which changes the face of metropolises
every day, and so far no alternative has been
found. In environmental advertising, one of the
effective methods which has special importance
is the use of attractive and appropriate colors for
the desired content to maintain the urban beauty
and effectiveness of advertising; which ultimately
leads to citizen satisfaction. In this research, we
intend to examine the quality of color use and
the appropriateness of its performance in the
environment and the subject of advertising on
printed and fixed billboards and bridge decks in the
cited period.

Billboards and bridge decks belong to the family
of posters; therefore, in this article, we will
define the poster scientifically only in terms of its
function; because the expression of the physical
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analyzing data from part to whole is induc-
tive. First, the components within the page,
which are the visual elements, are exam-
ined, then the composition and relationship
of these elements with each other are ex-
amined in the general space of the page,
and it is defined according to Barthes>s
three theories. The method of data collec-
tion is in the form of a library, which is col-
lected from available written documents
and images of the studied versions, from
valid online databases. The statistical popu-
lation of this research is illustrated manu-
scripts selected from the Timurid period.
Since this is a qualitative research, the se-
lection of samples is based on qualitative
characteristics. The selection of research
items was based on the fact that the text
element and the image element exist on one
page side by side, and also a full page of il-
lustrated copies is available in Internet
sources. At the end, three illustrated manu-
scripts were selected, Golchin Eskandar
Sultan, Shahnameh of Baysonghori and
Muhammad Jouki’s Shahnameh, which are
selected from each of them, two illustrated
pages according to their comprehensive-
ness in terms of text and image on one
page, and then according to the structural
analysis of images, the position of text and
image on the page is analyzed and exam-
ined based on Barthes»>s theory. In this re-
search, it is assumed that a suitable pattern
is created by using the box, title and compo-
sition of elements in a picture page, to bet-
ter induce the concept of book narration to
the audience. Also, in the layout of three
illustrated manuscripts of Golchin Eskan-
dar Sultan, Shahnameh of Baysonghori and
Muhammad Jouki's Shahnameh from the
Timurid period, the image always domi-
nates the text. According to Roland Bar-
thes>s theory, reference communication is
established in all illustrated pages and there
are no two descriptive and identical connec-
tions in these illustrated pages. Finally,
based on the analysis performed, it is in-
ferred that in all cases of research, the text
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box and the image box are present and the
tailure in the box is clearly visible in halt of
the cases. The title exists in half of the re-
search cases and is included in the text,
which is closely related to the text. The
dominant element on the page is the «im-
age», and in most cases of research, the ti-
tle is inside the text box and in halt of the
cases of research, failure is seen in the box.
Although in all cases, the image is centered
on the page, in half of the cases a «refer-
ence» relationship is established according
to Barthes>s theory, but in the other half of
the case, a «matched» relationship is ob-
served. Achievements from the study of" il-
lustrated manuscripts of Golchin Eskandar
Sultan, Shahnameh of Baysonghori and
Muhammad Jouki’s Shahnameh from the
Timurid period, based on Roland Barthes>
theory, can bring forward creative ideas and
new innovations remained to be surveyed
for contemporary artists.

Keywords: Text and Image, Roland Bar-
thes, Miscellany of Iskandar Sultan,
Baysonghori Shahnameh, Muhammad Jou-
ki’s Shahnameh.



position of the text and the position of the
image on a page of the illustrated manu-
script are of particular importance. The lo-
cation of the text and its fit with the image,
law and various patterns in the illustrated
manuscripts create different historical peri-
ods in Iran. Examining the position of text
and image and the relationship between
these two visual elements on the page forms
the basis of this research. In this research,
the intention is to investigate the relation-
ship between the text element and the im-
age element in the illustrated manuscripts
of Golchin Eskandar Sultan, Shahnameh
of Baysonghori and Muhammad Jouki’s
Shahnameh from the Timurid period based
on Roland Barthes> theory. The relation-
ship between the two elements of text and
image in page layout is very important. Just
as the language ot the text plays a key role
in conveying the concept to the audience,
the image also has the same burden of con-
veying the concepts as the language used
to convey the concept, and the visual lan-
guage is of particular importance in the art
of book-making. Iranian literature and arts
are interconnected in the process of using
archetypes. Poets and painters use the same
language to describe the world they inher-
ited in general from their ancestors. Roland
Barthes explores this connection in his
book, an Introduction to the Structure of
Narratives. This book is in fact a collection
of Barthes articles on narratology and ex-
plains the most important uses of linguistic
methods in literary and artistic analysis.
The field, in which Roland Barthes enters,
discusses the structural analysis of narra-
tive in an academic way. In this book, he de-
fines three types of relationships between
text language and image language: 1. De-
scriptive, when the image supports the text
and the text plays a major role in the page
and the image supports the text. 2. Similar,
when the text and the image support each
other equally and both are equally import-
ant on the page and together they convey
the meaning of the narrative to the audi-

ence. 3. Reference, when the text supports
the image and the image plays a major role
on the page, the image is focused and domi-
nant on the page and acts as a reference.
Barthes claims that these three patterns ap-
ply to all existing books and manuscripts,
and that the connection between text and
image is not beyond these three states. This
research is examined based on these three
theories. The three theories mentioned in
the illustrated manuscripts of Golchin Es-
kandar Sultan, Shahnameh of Baysonghori
and Muhammad Jouki’s Shahnameh from
the Timurid period are studied. The pur-
pose of this study, in addition to explaining
and discovering the page layout pattern of
the three illustrated manuscripts, is to iden-
tify the relationship between text and im-
age based on Roland Barthes theory, to an-
swer the question of how the relationship
between text and image with reference to
theory Roland Barthes is defined in three
illustrated manuscripts of Golchin Eskan-
dar Sultan, Shahnameh of Baysonghori and
Muhammad Jouki’s Shahnameh from the
Timurid period. First, the position of the
text and the image are measured together
on the page, and the overall structure of
the page is examined based on the relation-
ship between text and image in Roland Bar-
thes>s theories, then, the relationship be-
tween textandimagebased on structuralism.
The research methods and their communi-
cation pattern are compared with each oth-
er to obtain the dominant communication
pattern in these illustrated pages. This re-
search has been done by descriptive-analyt-
ical method and structural method. The
method of data analysis is qualitative,
which is analyzed according to Roland Bar-
thes> theories. First, the elements of a page
are visually analyzed from illustrated ver-
sions, then the content of the elements of
the pages, including the position of the text
and the image, is analyzed, and the relation-
ship between the two elements of text and
image is examined based on Barthes>s three
communication theories. The process of
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The Connection between Text and Image from Roland Barthes’s Point
of View in Illustrated Pages of the Miscellany of Iskandar Sultan,
Baysonghori Shahnameh and Muhammad Jouki’s Shahnameh

Abstract:

Page layout in Iran has a long and old history. Manu-
scripts with different scientific and fictional, histori-
cal and religious themes were always considered and
created in collaboration with calligraphers and paint-
ers and presented in a collection. This collection in-
cludes different elements such as cover, inflection,
header, pagination, header, title, grid, frame, text and
image, and the elements of text and image and their
relationship with the page space are very important.
Two languages have always been used in page layout:
written language and visual language. Together,
these two elements narrate the story of a book, paint-
ing is formed in connection with literature, and the
image is used to describe the subject and the writing
of the books. The image did not exist without text
and existed from the heart of the text and had no
independent identity. It is important to pay attention
to the textual element and the visual element and the
connection that is formed between the two, that forms
the main issue of this research. The adornment of
manuscripts created a close interaction between art
and literature in Iran, which led to commonalities be-
tween the two visual elements. The image created by
the artist always appears next to literary texts. The
arrangement of manuscripts with images created a
platform for collaboration between the calligrapher
and the painter so that the image would appear along
with the text, sometimes with one of the two more
inducing powers. The image is used both for the
beauty of the page and to attract the audience, and
for describing the subject and the narration, in order
to convey the meaning of the text to the audience
more easily. The text element and the image element
are intertwined in a two-way interaction, together
creating a single whole that advances the story. The
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used language, poetry and literature.

The results of the investigation of the
identified sculptures show that in the 80s,
about68.2%of thesculptureshadatigurative
form, and in this category, human-real
figurative sculptures and human-imaginary
figurative sculptures accounted for 50.5%
of the share. Also, in this decade, 31.8% of
the sculptures have a non-figurative form,
and in the latter category, non-figurative-
geometric sculptures have the largest share
of the form of the sculptures with a 26%
share.

In the 90s, most of the sculptures were
in the category of figurative sculptures
(77.8% share), and in this category, human-
imaginary figurative sculptures (33.3%
share) and non-human-animal figurative
sculptures (25.9% share) had the largest
share among the being made sculptures. In
this decade, 22.2% of the sculptures were
in the non-figurative category, and in this
category, the largest share belongs to the
non-figurative-geometric sculptures with a
share of 18.5%.

The main functions of these urban
sculptures include raising the level of
society’s awareness (transmitting cultural
and religious concepts and values), creating
visual beauty, giving identity to a place,
inducing a sense of place, associating
special ~events, retelling culture and
showing religious affiliations. Its value
is strengthening and intensifying the
centrality of the square, giving meaning to
the naming of the square or place, creating
an urban sign and symbol and creating a
sense of belonging and peace.

Finally, it can be said that the harmony
of the visual nature and content of the
works (attention to social values, religious
rituals, public beliefs, and the functions of
urban volumetric elements) in the creation
of urban sculptures can cause sufficient
attention of the audience. visual and
environmental beautification and improve
the creation of future works. Sculptor’s
attempt is to distinguish the environment,

and his field of action is the city, and the
result of his work is visual improvement
and awareness, which is created through
adding creative elements and expressing
cultural and religious concepts and values.
Theretfore, by prioritizing the stated goals,
it is possible to help reduce the gap between
the desired space and the existing space in
volumetric works.

Keywords: Urban Element, Sculpture,

[slamic Art, Function and Application,
Morphology.
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meaning of the living space of the city
dwellers. In the meantime, the cities of Iran
are also having a position and as a result
of the arrival of modernism in Iran, since
the last forties of the last century, they
gradually find their way into this area. One
of the most important cities, Tehran is
known as the capital of the country, which
has experienced many traditional and
avant-garde events, and due to the arrival
of urban planning and new architecture,
the definition of the street and square has
been inevitable.

The first appearance of the urban volume
in the squares of Tehran and the attempt
to install elements and urban volume
according to the western models goes back
to the Qajar period, which in later periods
became a tradition in the decoration of the
squares. During the different periods of the
modern history of Tehran, the volumes and
urban sculptures of” the squares have always
had the characteristics that discovering
what and why they are present in the urban
space can help the aesthetic reading of the
works.

The main goal of the current research is
to investigate the effects and emergence of
I[slamic elements in the urban elements of
the 80s and 90s of Tehran. This research
has been done through the content
classification of Tehran city sculptures,
visual reading of selected works from any
style (or genre) and analysis of the function
and application of the sculpture in Tehran
city space (80s and 90s) according to the
components of Islamic art.

Research Questions

* What are the sculptures of Tehran in the
80s and 90s from the content classification
point of view with emphasis on Islamic
elements?

e How was the visual reading of selected
works from each type of sculptures in
Tehran in the 80s and 90s?

* What is the function of the sculpture in
the space of Tehran city according to the
components of Islamic art?
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Research Method

This research deals with historical study
to understand how the sculptures of
Tehran are, to study and describe their
characteristics and attributes from the
perspective of Islamic components and
examine the relationship between variables
and effective factors (qualitative-descriptive
research). Therefore, instead of just paying
attention to the reality of the statue, the
concepts hidden in them as well as its
peripheral effects on the audience and the
city are taken into consideration and how it
is analyzed. Therefore, with a systemic and
holistic look at the phenomenon of urban
sculpture while understanding the changes
of urban sculpture in Tehran during the
recent decades (80s and 90s), we are trying
to create new concepts in the data by paying
attention to the Islamic components (applied
research). The statistical population in this
research includes the sculptures and urban
elements of Tehran during the 80s and 90s
(219 sculptures introduced by the Tehran
Municipality Beautification Organization:
Tehran Sculptures Book). The number
of samples in the current research is 20
samples (10 samples are selected for each
decade based on classes). The sampling
method was also a selective method.
Conclusion

Examining the sculptures of the 80s
and 90s of Tehran based on 5 selected
components in the research model indicates
that most of" the sculptures use the history
and geography of Iran (9 sculptures from
the 80s and 7 sculptures from the 90s) and
have been formed based on the beliefs of the
creator (Muslim artist : all the sculptures
of the 80s and 90s). About 50% of the
works have the theme of monotheism
and sacred art (6 sculptures from the 80s
and 5 sculptures from the 90s). 50% of
the works have used Iranian-Islamic art
and knowledge and geometric motifs to
design their works. And finally, 70% of the
works of the 80s (7 sculptures) and 60% (6
sculptures) of the works of the 90s have



The Study of the Urban Elements of the 80s and 90s of Tehran
from the Visual Reading (Morphology) Point of View, Function and
Application and its Relationship with the Components of Islamic Art

Abstract:

Urban space is part of the open and public spaces
of cities, which are considered as the crystallization
of the nature of collective life; which means a place
that citizens do exist on. The urban space is the
scene where the story of collective life unfolds;
it is a space that allows all people to access it and
operate in it. In fact, public open spaces provide
the possibility of motivation and free choice of
behaviors, movements and visual exploration for a
significant number of city people. In other words,
it is a flexible space that easily adapts to a variety
of behaviors and provides a neutral but stimulating
environment for spontaneous actions. Also, the
street in today’s sense (in which urban sculptures
play a decisive role) is considered as an urban spatial
concept and a carrier for socio-spatial processes.
Meanwhile, urban sculptures can be beneficial
in helping people achieve peace and better visual
ability and prevent visual chaos. In terms of the
number of their audience, urban sculptures are
very different from sculptures that are considered
for ateliers and museums and have a small specific
audience; because this type of sculpture is an art
created for the public space; therefore, it should be
in such a way that from the people who are its main
audience; be understandable and be able to convey
its message and meaning easily to its audience.
Installing statues in public spaces can strengthen
the formation of the mental image in citizens, so
that when hearing the name of the desired place, the
statue and its meaning are immediately associated
in the mind. To get into the subject, it is good to
know that in the contemporary period, the use of
urban sculptures is emphasized and dominates the

| Sedighe Tadris Hasani

M.A in Islamic Art, Faculty of Art,
Soore University, Tehran, Iran
(Corresponding Author).

sep.tadrisi@gmail.com

I Mahdi Mohammadi

Assistant Professor, Department of
Handicrafts and Islamic Art, Faculty
of Art, Soore University, Tehran, Iran.
m.mohammadi@soore.ac.ir

Date Received: 2022-02-27
Date Received: 2022-06-06

1-DOI: 10.22051/PGR.2022.39752.1134

Vol.4 No.4 Spring — Summer 2021



Journal of Graphic Arts and Painting Research

time as a whole. Most of the decorations of
these two buildings are made of mosaic tiles,
in which the characteristics of Timurid art
can be clearly seen. Architecture has long been
the manifestation of pure human emotions
and the bedrock of the realization of the
transcendent perfection of human beings.
Architecture is a comprehensible space that,
with a subtle expression, immerses a person in
thinking and contemplation, and finally defines
a special identity and culture for it .Support for
art and efforts to build magnificent buildings
continued during Timurid successor periods.
Herat is one of the oldest and most famous
cities in Afghanistan in the field of culture, art
and literature. This historic city has maintained
its cultural status to this day and has been able
to nurture famous scholars, writers and artists.
Herat is the land of science and art in the
brilliant periods of the Taherians, Saffarids,
Samanids, Ghaznavids, Seljuks, Al-Kurt and
Timurids. The cultural center of Khorasan
has grown, and the remnants of" those golden
periods are the evidences of this claim. Each of
these periods was associated with flourishing
and masterpieces such as architecture, tiling,
painting and miniature.One of the most
brilliant dynasties that have ruled this land
for many years is the Timurid dynasty. The
Timurids in Herat have perfected architecture
and decorations And in every corner there
are valuable works from this period. Among
the architectural features of the Timurid era,
we can mention the presence of golden color
in tiling, the predominance of azure color in
tile decorations and the tendency to height.
During this period, they tried to make the
building look taller, Including by creating
parallel and vertical lines in the symbols, so that
the eye is drawn upwards, pull the main arches
of the coverings under the dome to show
the ceiling higher, creating arches that pass
through two floors without interrupting the
distance between the two floors, the porches
and high entrances of Timurid buildings
are decorated with beautiful mosaic tiles The
onion-shaped and grooved domes, which are
mostly decorated with azure tiles, are special
teatures of this period that distinguish the
buildings of the Timurid period from the
architecture of other historical periods. One
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of the historical monuments of the Timurid
period is the tomb of the proud mystic of the
fifth century, Khajeh Abdullah Ansari. Khajeh
Abdullah Ansari, known as (Pir-E- Herat),
was born in Herat in 396 AH and died in 481
AH in the same city. The current building
of Khajeh Abdullah’s tomb is a building
It was built by the order of Shahrokh and
with religious motives, which has preserved
all the mentioned features, architecture and
decorations of the Timurid period. The color
and tile of this building of the Timurid era
has a special beauty And has preserved all the
teatures of decorations and architecture of this
period. In this central room, which is known as
the shrine in this building, it is similar to the
tour-porch school Which is actually described
as “Hazira”, which means a square enclosure
around a tomb. The tomb of Khajeh Abdullah
Ansari is decorated with exquisite tiles with
third, hanging and Rufic lines. One of them is
the mirror house (entrance hall). The designs
and decorations of the mirror house include
mosaic tiles and azure and turquoise bricks.
These decorations surround the mirror house
as well as the plant motifs (paintings) that I
can see on the walls and ceiling of the mirror
house. It is different in terms of color and
role with the decorations inside the northern
prayer hall. In the interior decoration of the
prayer hall, geometric patterns (six knots)
have been used in the baseboards (pizar).
The arrangement of mosaic tiles with azure,
turquoise and white colors together has
created a special beauty in the northern prayer
hall. According to the above said, this study
deals with the decorations, tiles and interior
of the northern prayer hall and the mirror
house (entrance hall) of the tomb of Khajeh
Abdullah Ansari. The purpose of this study
is to study the designs of the prayer hall and
mirror house of Khajeh Abdullah Ansari’s
tomb as one of the most important mosques
in Afghanistan and Herat city, which hosts
many visitors from all over the world every
year due to Khajeh Abdullah’s popularity and
influential role in Herat city.

Keywords: Timurid, Khajeh Abdullah Ansarim,
Decorations, Prayer Room, Mirror House.



A Comparative Study of the Decorations of Prayer House and the
Mirror House in Khajeh Abdullah Ansari’s Tomb in Herat

Abstract:

Decoration in Islamic art and architecture has been
one of the main pillars in architecture and has always
been one of the most important aspects of art
throughout history. The Timurid era is one of the
brightest periods of Islamic civilization and the era
of the rise of art and architecture. Efforts to achieve
beauty, perfection and the creation of unique works
can be seen in all the works of the Timurids. One of
the arts used in different historical periods is the use
of the art of decoration in architectural buildings.
The art of architecture and decoration is one of
the most prominent manifestations of the culture
of each nation and historical period and shows the
human living space. Features of Timurid architecture
penetrated to the farthest west of the Islamic world,
where Timurid architectural innovations advanced
to the west and internationalized the Timurid style.
The main style of Timurid architecture flourished
in a triangular area between the three cities of
Mashhad, Samarkand and Herat. During this period,
architecture achieved unprecedented prosperity in
terms of grandeur and richness of decorations.
Mosques and schools were built with unique features
such as the height of the porches, the azure color that
was mostly used in the domes. They are distinguished
from other relics of the past. These decorations have
a glorious, unifying beauty in mosques and religious
places. One of these examples is the tomb of Khajeh
Abdullah Ansari in Herat and belongs to the Timurid
period. The decorations of this building include
tiling, brickwork, plastering, stonework and carving.
In this article, the authors have tried to introduce the
design, color and tiling of the northern prayer hall
and the mirror house of the tomb of Khajeh Abdullah
Ansari. And mentions the features of this place and
has adapted the decorations of the prayer hall and the
mirror house. The research method of this research
is historical-comparative and the method of data
collection is library and preparing images in the field.
At the end of this study, it is revealed that these two
places are in the tomb of Khawaja Abdullah Ansari
in Herat, Afghanistan. In terms of the color of the
decorations, the shape of the geometric and plant
motifs have similarities and differences at the same
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