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23 avoidant

24 dissociation

25 isolation

26 repression

27 ego

28 Salvador Dali (1904-1989)
29 surrealist

30 Living Still Life (1956)
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7 Harry Stack Sullivan (1892-1949)
8 Joanne Wieland-Burston
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11 existential isolation
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18 schizoid

14 narcissistic
15 personality
16 experience
17 behaviour

18 personality type
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Bologna: Bologna University Press with cooperation of

VEY e 5 5l = @050 0)lod

S 35 Az

Eroge do o 31a5 9 Cge Al oyl SLis o
O 60,0, A 45 Sl ol oo el
2,8 el (cloix| Glpan e olad o
Sy dm |y Gl yip A g g oo d ;e 50 g
sl 00,5 cdx (Lboag 9 (o Cmgr (mleil
oy 9g; o=l 3l 58 (Sl S pgal g oo yia
CoS IS Ly e ¥ a 20 5l 05 gas caslos
Ol e sl a8l ol ) 5 Sos S OLS 5,5 pagal
P N R R e D it =t B L L O
b ssoboe s L 095 0o 5 G5 ()5 pgeas

Al 138 gl 4

Sl ol liculs 5l oles sl oleisl
=9y 5 =2 —olic 5l 6, Folya s oo
A oo 4l g nus sladlSans g 0 S

9 A=l in gl | gy 4 LSS 90 0
olyed o alas pdy S0 g loe K5,
—obie g old ez slwo iy 5l pledl L ;5 pgas
mlbaims 5 lbiwas b gLalo)gs S ols
e g alal s jla 8l Sl s a S oo, 5 5151,
(oS dal g, e 0 Sl ol b Caias b el
Lgd._uu.,ff 9 od._wd‘)c‘ 6L.lbo)e‘..>:- )l oola__ul
R B P p e
slo ohb Lo bogasx o OloS 90 0 0 0
B ol 5 ot il oa b3 5 oL

WSS e i | s

S slmaisj o 53 (Hlnl )b sl osliul
A S 00, S ol ool el g g —lid o5 0
ol o G e g 550 S e
s L Ly o pygba ] a8 o i bl
WMy S35 5 (P mldd A Sl 6, IS
Rl S8 o 5l (5L 4 wloa s oS

'M‘

30 =l Jloel L (B s (0loS g0 oy
baas b 5l gamas e bl o Lol Hluls
Camase b ;s ljed o alools a )l o alaoe g
WCore g G-le )| — Ls’l—"‘”‘ 4 p_on O3 )’1 ol_.i}ol.é

Do oo s ) calyy 659 9 ) (o9 4o
anly Ceo b ol plicwls 5L Lk S aad ug,e )



$S5aad w3,s 530,48 Gl SLLLS $09e dxllhs (i-Sug i $eas slowlS -

Bologna children's book fair: 337-305 and Boozari, Ali. (2013). "Iranian Illustration in a Global Context." In BIB Symposium
proceedings. Bratislava: BIB: 119-113.
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7 World Wild Fund for Nature (WWF).
8 Harold Lasswell

9 Pictures in Nature: Schemata and Beliefs
10 Gombrich

11 Art and Illusion

12 Noticing a Rhinoceros

13 Perceptual Revolutions

14 Rembrandt

15 Vermeer

16 Whistler

17 Turner

18 Van Gogh

19 Cezanne

20 Visual Metaphor

21 Representation and Arousal

22 Pictures and Expression

23 Romanticism

24 Ronald Barnez

25 March

26 White

27 World Wild Fund for Nature (Retrieved May
2024 at 22:30 from https://www.worldwildlife.org).
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words formed in their minds. This becomes
particularly important in educational
media, where the aim is to guide the
audience toward a specific message, limiting
individual interpretations. This approach is
critical in WWTF posters aimed at global
audiences to raise awareness and advocate
for wildlife conservation.

The WWFE educational posters utilise
dynamic and paradoxical relationships
between text and images. Given the
diverse conditions and facilities of" different
countries, such as varying audience
diversity, education levels, and internet
access, effective poster literature disrupts
the audience’s usual thought processes,
aligning images with text to ensure accurate
information ~ comprehension.

Educational posters aim to raise awareness
and encourage behavioral change by
teaching  predetermined activities to
their audience. Analysing case studies
revealed that WWF designers often use
photography in their posters, making the
images more believable. Most posters
employ metaphorical imagery, illustrating
abstract concepts through visual analogies
and defamiliarising familiar images to
challenge accepted behaviors and norms.

In some instances, symbolic (poster 3) and
schematic (posters 7 and 10) functions of
images are observed, intending to amplify
emotional impact on the public. Striking
and intriguing photos often capture
audience interest, prompting them to read
the text, thus enhancing the effectiveness
of message delivery. In all analysed case
studies, the text complements and expands
the image’s message, providing precise
information not visible in the image, such
as statistics or specific geographic details.

In conclusion, WWFE posters eftectively
utilise the unique capabilities of images and
text to raise public awareness about wildlife
conservation. Metaphorical and symbolic
images engage the audience’s emotions,
preparing them to support the poster’s
goals, while the text conveys detailed,
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pre-determined educational information.
The interaction between text and images
enhances audience awareness and response,
achieving the ultimate goal of educational
posters.

Keywords: Visual Communication,
Typography and Imagery, Educational
Poster, World Wildlife Fund



* Confirmatory: Image aligns with
the text, enhancing comprehension
(Eghbali & Rajabi, 2016:104).

* Complementary: Image and text cover
a single topic, providing emotional and
sensory information.

2. Development: Images or text expand
the information provided by the other. This
includes:

¢ Beyond text: Images convey more than
what is in the text (Nodelman, 2010).

* Text enhancement: Text provides more
details not shown in the image.

Nikolajeva and Scott also explore the
unique interaction between images and
text, categorising it into five types,
including symmetrical, complementary,
and contrasting relationships (Nikolajeva
& Scott, 2006:225-238). These theories
inform the analysis of WWTF educational
posters, focusing on how text and images
work together to convey messages.

Discussion: This study focuses on wildlife
conservation posters to closely examine the
nuances of the topic. A total of 40 posters
from the wildlife series published under
the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) were
collected and analysed. One poster from
each series was selected, resulting in a total
of 10 posters examined. Table 1 provides
a detailed analysis of the posters based on
Nodelman’s analytical methodology and its
alignment with the theories of Nikolajeva
and Scott, as well as Novitz's effective
use of images discussed in the theoretical
framework section.

The visual elements in the posters, created
using techniques such as photography and
photomontage, include diverse elements
like rhino horns, jewelry boxes, plastic
bottles, fish, and more. Each poster’s
background is monochromatic, emphasising
the central image through colour contrast
and lighting techniques. For instance, the
rhino horn placed inside a jewelry box
symbolizes the value of the horn as a
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precious jewel. Similarly, a plastic bottle
containing a fish with an expiration date
suggests its transformation into a museum
object. These metaphors effectively convey
messages about wildlife conservation and
environmental protection.

The textual elements complement and
expand the visual messages, providing
moral and educational content about
wildlife conservation. For example, the
text accompanying the image of a rhino
horn discusses the ethical implications of
killing rhinos for their horns. Similarly,
the text about the plastic bottle and fish
highlights the issue of overuse of plastic
bottles and its impact on marine life. The
interaction between text and images in
these posters creates a compelling narrative
that enhances the audience’s understanding
and engagement with the conservation
message.

The analysis revealed that the interaction
between text and images follows
Nodelman’s categories of convergence
and development. Convergent interactions

include instances where images and
text confirm or complement each
other, providing a cohesive message.

Developmental interactions involve images
or text expanding the information provided
by the other, enriching the overall message.
The findings indicate that effective use
of visual and textual elements in WWIF
posters can significantly enhance the
communication of complex conservation
messages, making them more accessible
and impactful for the audience.

By analysing these 10 WWF posters, the
study highlights the importance of creative
and strategic use of images and text in
educational materials. The results offer
valuable insights for poster designers and
educators in developing impactful visual
communication strategies for environmental
awareness campaigns.

Conclusion: Visual communication is never
entirely visual; even without accompanying
text, audiences interpret images with
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images, as part of the WWI’s mission
to protect the natural world and wildlife
globally, have been collected directly from
the official website and related sites.

The main research question is: how does
the text in WWF wildlife posters influence
the content of the visual part?

Theoretical Framework & Method: The
visual and textual elements in posters help
create a memorable impact on the audience.
The images in the posters contain specific
codes that require decoding; therefore,
the encoding of poster images should be
minimised so that the general audience
can easily interpret the message (Maieri
& Khazaei, 2024:16). The purpose of the
images is not just to create a unique and
memorable feeling but also to encourage
the audience to take specific actions or feel a
particular way about the message conveyed.
The primary issue is the impact on people’s
attitudes, knowledge, and behavior.

The visual language of posters follows a
systematic structure, similar to written
language, with its own syntax and rules.
This visual language consists of four main
elements: the source or artist, the content
or message, the medium, and the receiver
or audience. Images can draw viewers’
attention to features of an object they
hadn’t noticed before and often reflect
broader beliefs and assumptions about the
objects depicted (Novitz, 1997:112-148).

David Novitz, in his book on images and
their use in communication, categorizes
effective use of images into six groups:

1. Naturalistic images and schemas: Images
are often based on schemas and reflect
specific beliefs and assumptions about the
depicted objects (Gombrich, 1968:77).

2. Attention to neglected aspects: Images
can highlight overlooked features of an
object (Novitz, 1997:112-148).

3. Perceptual revolutions: Images can change
viewers’ ways of seeing or interpreting an
object.
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4. Visual metaphors: Images convey complex
ideasthroughindirectrepresentation.

5. Representation and arousal: Images
can evoke specific emotional responses in
viewers.

6. xpression: Visual artworks often express
particular emotions and states.

Novitz emphasizes that part of the meaning
is always conveyed through words. Texts are
tools for altering or explaining the meaning
of images to the audience. Words guide
viewers to specificinterpretations of images,
reducing  personal  misinterpretations.
The relationship between text and image
can be complementary or supplementary,
enhancing the communication of the
message.

In this research, the functionality of
images in WWF educational posters is first
determined based on the characteristics of
each research sample. Then, the role of text
in conveying meaning and the relationship
between text and images based on proposed
theoretical frameworks are analyzed. This
study aims to provide insights for poster
designers on the eftective use of images and
text in educational posters.

Perry Nodelman, a theorist in children’s
book illustration, believes that the
effectiveness of the relationship between
images and text is achieved when both
elements either complement or align with
each other; otherwise, the connection is
ineffective. Nodelman has developed a
robust framework for closely examining
the interaction between images and text
in children’s books. His framework can be
applied to posters as well, suggesting that
children transition from passive observers
to active participants in the story (Pirooz
et al, 2016:7). Nodelman categorizes
the interaction into two main types:
convergence and development.

1.Convergence: Images and text move
in the same direction, either confirming
or complementing each other. This type
includes:
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The Impact of Typography on the Conveyance of Visual Content in Educational
Posters(Case Study: Wildlife Posters of the World Wildlife Fund)

Abstract:
Detailed Abstract

Introduction: The combination of images
and text in visual communication can
enhance and complete the message,
attract  audience  attention, Increase
learning and memory retention, create
an emotional connection, and add variety
to the presentation of information. This
combination can significantly increase
the impact of the message and provide a
richer, more dynamic experience for the
audience. Images and text each have unique
capabilities in conveying meaning, which
cannot be reduced to one another. This
teature has been particularly emphasized
in educational posters. The creative
approaches of designers in juxtaposing
images and text can create new conceptual
spaces that go beyond the meaning of each
visual or textual part independently.

One prominent example of educational
posters with a broad audience and
the goal of raising awareness are the
educational posters of the World Wildlife
Fund (WWTF). This organization aims to
make its audience aware that the planet’s
problems are becoming increasingly
complex and critical. The effective design
and presentation of these posters can play
a crucial role in raising environmental
awareness. Using a creative combination
of images and text, these posters strive to
convey complex environmental messages
in a simple and understandable way. This
study aims to explain how text and images
interact in WWF wildlife posters based
on the analysis of 10 case studies. This
research analyses the key aspects of images
and text in the educational posters of the
World Wildlife Fund (WWTF). The poster
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Dowlat, which is now kept in the treasury
of The Astan Quds Razavi Museum, is
equal to the document, and if the accurate
age measurement of the icon of Takyeh
Dowlat shows that it is older than the
Naseri period, then this icon belongs to the
booklet document and this is the icon of the
treasures of the previous monarchs.
However, it accurate age measurement
determines its age around the Naseri period,
then this replica icon is equal to the original
icon of treasures of the previous monarchs
and was created in the Naseri period, and
the icon of the treasures of the previous
monarchs has not been found yet. Since the
reports of the newspaper Vaqaye-e
Ettefaqiyeh were recorded in issues 305 and
817 with a gap of about four months, they
may have talked about two difterent icons of
Imam Ali (AS) created by Sani al-Mulk.
Especially because the first report talks
about the order, but there is no mention of
the order in the second report. The report
of 317 of the newspaper Vaqaye-e
Ettefaqiyeh also implicitly refers to the
unrivaled skill of Sani al-Mulk in the
European style of realism and naturalism.
From this issue, it can be understood that
the work that was modeled for the
duplication has a realistic style and Sani al-
Mulk has completed this duplicating with
complete skill. Therefore, if we consider
the fact that the icon of the treasures of the
previous monarchs was the model of Sani
al-Mulk in creating this particular icon, and
referring to report 317, it should be said
that if the icon of the treasury of Astan
Quds Razavi Museum is not the icon of the
treasures of the previous monarchs, then it
is the Sani al-Mulk’s admired icon. At this
point, the author only raises the issue of
attributing the icon of the treasury of
Astan Quds Razavi Museum to Sani al-
Mulk and defers the definitive result to the
announcement of the result of the exact
age of this icon. In summary, it should be
said that there is a single type of icon in
three works in the Naseri treasury, one of
which is the icon of Sani al-Mulk, one of
which was obtained from the treasures of
the previous Iranian monarchs (the second

Gl Vol.7 No.13 Autumn 2024 — Winter 2025

candidate) and the other one was purchased
from a foreign country (the first candidate,
that is in The Treasury of National Jewels).
This means that both candidates were
created from a single pretext in two different
time periods (previous monarchs and Naseri
period). Unfortunately, at present, there is
no accurate information about what pre-
text these icons were created based on, in
which museum and which country they
were available, and by whom they came to
Iran. But because there were similar icons
from the Safavid period in Iran, it is clear
that there was a pretext for these icons from
the Safavid period in Iran. It is believed that
these icons were created from the original
icon that was created during the lifetime of
Imam Ali (AS) from his blessed face by a
Christian painter.

Keywords: Icon of Hazrat Ali (AS), Royal
Jewelry, Shamayel-Khaneh, Naser al-Din
Shah, Sani al-Mulk, Treasures of the
Previous Monarchs



which icon was its reference and which
country was the origin of it, and how was
the reference icon from which Sani al-Mulk
has painted the medallion under the
command of Naser al-Din Shah. In this
way, the research is based on the hypothesis
that the icon of the treasures of the
previous monarchs has been documented in
the Royal Jewelry Document Booklet of
the Naseri period, and the most important
goal then has been to find the icon of the
treasures of the previous monarchs. The
booklet in question contained the documents
of theicons in the treasury and the court of
Naser al-Din Shah, and it is currently kept
at Documentation Center of the Malek
National Library and Museum Institution
under registration number 6164. In this
booklet, there are documents of five icon of
Hazrat Ali (AS), which were introduced and
identified in the article “The Lost Shamayel-
Rhaneh”. In this way, these five icons of
Hazrat Ali (AS) have been considered as the
statistical population of the current
research, and an attempt has been made to
find out the icons of treasures of the
previous monarchs among the icons of the
statistical population by using qualitative
(inductive) research method and by using
the tools of description, evaluation, analysis,
comparison and matching. The first icon of
the booklet is a medallion, which was
painted by Sani al-Mulk, and there is no
information about its current fate. The
second icon is a photograph of the blessed
face of Hazrat Ali (AS) under the stone
mirror and is now kept in The Treasury of
National Jewels. The third icon is the work
of Agha Hassan, the nephew of Agha
Yaqoub, and the fourth icon is the work of
Ismail Jalayer, and both are now kept in the
treasury of the Golestan Palace. The fifth
icon in the booklet is an oil painting of the
image of Hazrat Ali (AS) on canvas that its
creator and location are unknown. The
information that we have found through the
texts of other Qajar reports about the icon
of the treasures of the previous monarchs
is that Sani al-Mulk had copied an icon from
it on a medallion under the command of
Naser al-Din Shah. In the way of discovering
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how the icon of the treasures of the
previous monarchs was, the first step is the
order that Sani al-Mulk was painted from
it, because this icon had a direct reference to
the icon of the treasures of the previous
monarchs. According to the comparative
studies carried out in this research, it seems
that the first icon document in the Royal
Jewelry Document booklet is related to the
order icon drawn by Sani al-Mulk, and
therefore, the icon of the treasures of the
previous monarchs must be similar to it. It
should be noted that out of these five icons,
three icons do not have the factors of being
the candidate of treasures of the previous
monarchs; because the first icon was drawn
by Sani al-Molk from the icon of the
treasures of the previous monarchs, and
the fourth icon was the work of Ismail
Jalayer, so they were not from the previous
monarchs. The third icon also did not exist
in the Shamayel-Khaneh before and was
added by Agha Hassan, the nephew of Agha
Yaqub, and therefore, it was not from the
treasures of the previous monarchs.
Therefore, the remaining two icons were
identified as candidates for the treasury of
the previous monarchs and were
investigated. Not only the two candidates
are very similar, but they both also resemble
the icon of the medallion. Therefore, the
task was clear about the shape, form, and
general content of the icon of the treasures

of the previous monarchs, and the
discussion ~ was about the details.
Investigations showed that the first

candidate was bought by Naser al-Din Shah
in 1282 A.H. and therefore it did not come
from the treasures of the previous
monarchs, and therefore the second
candidate came from the treasures of the
previous monarchs. It seems that the icon
belonged to the time period before the
Naseri period to the Safavid period;
Therefore, the characteristics of the icon
were extracted from the text of the
document and compared with the important
oil paint icon in the Qajar period that was
installed in the Takyeh Dowlat, and the
results of the study showed that the
characteristics of the icon of the Takyeh



Journal of Graphic Arts and Painting Research

Research Article

e /
/

(o2

https://arjgap.alzahra.ac.ir/

The Icon of Imam Ali (AS) in the Treasures of the Previous Monarchs

Abstract:

In the case of the treasury of Naser al-Din
Shah Qajar, firsthand sources are its
documents and goods, newspapers of the
memories of Naser al-Din Shah and his
courtiers, travelogues, government
newspapers, and books such as Rawzat as-
safa-e Naseri, Nasikh al-tawarikh of Qajar
Sultans, Mir’at al-buldan, Montazam-e
Naseri, etc., which were created during that
period. The important point is that some
firsthand sources include the writings of
people whom were close to the happening
that they are writing about. It is possible
that, for various reasons, some firsthand
sources will print an article that is not true;
such cases can be seen in many government
newspapers, courtiers’ memoirs, etc., and
especially in many travelogues. Therefore,
the firsthand sources can be divided into
two categories in terms of credibility, and
there is always an original and authentic
category and another category that needs
to be verified. Among the issues that have
always occupied the writer’s mind regarding
the icons of Hazrat Ali (AS) is the icon in
the treasures of the previous monarchs of
Naser al-Din Shah. No. 305 of the
newspaper Vaqaye-e Ettefaqiyeh in1273
A.H. has mentioned an icon of Imam Al
(AS) that has been painted during his reign
from his blessed face and has been
transferred from the treasures of the
previous monarchs to the treasury of the
Naseri. Today, there is no information about
the treasures of the previous monarchs,
and no independent research has been done
about it. The main question of the current
research is whether such an icon exists. The
sub-questions are related to how the icon of
the treasures of the previous monarchs
was, who the previous monarchs were,
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especially within the city of Amol, contain
an extremely great and various collection
of motifs which vividly depict and reveal
the deepness in the Iranian art and culture
during history. The overall survey has
shown that complex motifs in the Qoreyshi
House in Amol have not been limited as just
architectural ornamentations, rather they
can be observed, analysed, and verified to
be brilliant examples of Mural art which
support and enrich the whole Iran arts’
narrative.

Importance in Toy Design:

The strategic application of the distinctive
motifs coming from the Qoreyshi House in
the domain of toy design is significant in
the preservation and promotion of the rich
tapestry of local art and contributing to a
senseof cultural continuity deeply engraved
in Iranian traditions. Designers through
the creation of simplified re-designs of
these motifs encourage an atmosphere of
creativity besides enhancing the beauty
already embedded in the pieces as a very
important medium via which traditional art
may be linked with the changing needs of
contemporary society.

Advanced technology, such as 3D printers,
has made it substantially possible to update
these beloved motifs so they may fit caretully
into toys possessing a dual capability:
educating young minds and being a source
of entertainment.

These designs provide all kinds of scenarios
that help learners cultivate creativity, social
learning, and cultural values, ensuring an
engaging educational and entertaining
experience.

Transferring Cultural and Artistic

Values:
Connection to the Past:

Toy characters based on the Qajar motifs
acquaint kids with the historical art and
architecture of Iran, linking them to their
heritage in a fun way.
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Cultural Identity: This helps instill much
pride and a greater sense of belonging in
the members of this nation, pointing out
and stressing the powerful meanings of
Iranian history and art.

Artistic  Awareness:  Simple  motifs
tamiliarise children with basic art concepts
like symmetry, balance, and composition,
raising and enriching their potential
appreciation of the world of art. Creativity
and Imagination: Through playing with
historical figures, the child generates new
stories, extending this environment while
at the same time interacting with cultural
and aesthetic values.

Cultural Diversity: The various themes
are like a colourful window that opens for
children the great wealth and rich diversity
existing in the cultural and historical
heritage of Iran.

At last, the motifs of the Qoreyshi House,
exposed to environmental and climatic
conditions and negligence, destroy or
are in danger of disappearing. Reviving
and integrating them into modern art
strengthens local traditions and will
provide a rich resource for new generations
of artists. This effort not only conserves
indigenous art but also promotes genuine
Iranian artistic thought, enriching the base
for toy development that merges cultural
heritage with contemporary education and
entertainment.

Keywords: Qajar Art, Mural, Qoreyshi
House, Toy Design, Contemporary Art
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country through the joyous medium of
play. It is important to realise that toys
play a vital and essential role within the
educational culture of any society, serving
as tools for learning and development. In
most of the developed countries, today, toy
manufacturers coordinate a huge amount of
their products with famous movies or video
games, thus instilling the related culture in
the kids’ lives and shaping their lifestyle. It
seems that the toys available in Iran lack the
religious, national, historical and cultural
requirements.

Moreover, the less attention that has been
given to the proper design and production
of toys within the country has contributed
much to widening the cultural gap and
the prevalence of Western toys in the
marketplace. This situation really needs
much more emphasis on the preservation
of cultural heritage and studying/teaching
historical-artistic concepts to children
through toys reflecting our own traditions
and values.

Related Research Questions:

1-What is the meaning of the mural motifs
of the Qoreyshi House in Amol in toy
design?

2-How can the development of toy
characters inspired by the complex and rich
artistic traditions of the Qajar period be
used to instill cultural and artistic values in
preschool children?

Research Methodology:

This study is an applied-developmental one
in nature, and its method is descriptive-
analytical. Its data gathering has been
accomplished through library research and
tield studies, whereby important tools used
are observation and photography, alongside
Adobe Illustrator in vectoring and
simplifying the motifs, and Core]lDRAW in
developing 8D designs. This study centers
around the mural motifs of the Qoreyshi
House in Amol with a sampling method
that has been non-random (selective), with
four primary motifs selected to be further
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broken down into twelve sub-motifs for
analysis.

These motifs are carefully drawn from such
classifications as: human figures, animal
representations, plant life, hunting scenes,
and symbolic elements carrying deeper
meanings. One such motit" is taken from
each of these well-defined categories to
serve the needs of toy design. The selected
characters are further meant to be versatile
to carry more extensive applications and
usability on other categories apart from
toys too.

The toys are designed for children aged
6—10 years and can be played with by 2-5
players. They are made using 8D printing
technology (FDM plastic) and coloured
with acrylic paints.

In the process of designing the toys,
various important aspects have been put
into consideration: the most vital elements
were creativity, aesthetic beauty, and strong
alignment with the rich cultural heritage
of Iran. The main goal of the design
of these toys is the active promotion and
preservation of local art forms, ensuring
that there is a strong cultural and artistic
representative voice that not only echoes
deep within the local community but also
reverberates across to an international
audience. Moreover, in order to enhance
game play and offer the possibility of group
participation, a detailed set of cards with
semantic references to the chosen motifs
were carefully devised, making concept
learning far more effective for the individual.

Results:

The decorative motifs in the Iranian art’s
domain, especially from the significant
and historically momentous Qajar period,
are essential carriers of meaning and
artistic and cultural connotation. These
motifs frequently go far beyond their
apparent forms and superficial appearances,
showing profound meanings and layers of
representation and interpretation. The old
traditional Qajar houses in Mazandaran,
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Designing and Making Children’s Toys Inspired by Qoreyshi House’s Murals in
Amol City with a Semantic Analysis Approach

Abstract:

Architecture, with all its elaborate and
sometimes intricate ornaments, has always
been a mirror of the specific culture and
artistic expressions of any region or
historical period. The study of the motifs of
the decorations in architectural structures
holds a crucial place in representing and
identifying the cultural and artistic identity
of Iran. The Qajar period, specifically, has
been well noted for changing the realms
of art and architecture. Considerable
transformation took place at that time,
which one may be able to reflect upon with
much clarity when considering residential
buildings”  ornamentations—like  the
historical houses, which still stand alive as
timeless testimony to the great periods of
the development of this art. The Qoreyshi
House, located in the city of Amol, is well-
known for its excellent and diverse mural
motifs, representing the richness of artistic
variety. The peculiar feature of the house
makes it one of the most outstanding
examples of Qajar art and certainly of high
cultural and historical significance.

This research carries out a comprehensive
analysis of some motifs that can be detected
in the elegant murals of the Qoreyshi House
in the city of Amol. The aim is to generate
and propose feasible strategies that can be
utilised for the creative use of these special
motifs within the design process of toy
characters. These toys, besides their striking
visual appearance and aesthetic charm,
carry the important goal of transferring
and preserving Iran’s rich cultural heritage
for future generations to understand and
appreciate. In this way, they help children
form a meaningful connection with the
artistic and cultural values that define the
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within the visual sign system (as an
image). The connection between the letter
«i» (the reading signifier) and the starry
horn (the visual signifier) is predicated
on similarity. Based on this similarity, in
spelling «unicorn,» the starry horn serves
as a substitute for the letter «i.» Such
substitution illustrates an application of
metaphorical language.

Additionally, there exists another connection
between «unicorn» (the reading signifier)
and a unicorn adorned with a starry
horn (the visual signifier). The unicorn—

particularly ~ when embellished  with
sparkling stars—symbolises the rainbow
community, representing LGBTQ+

individuals. The association between this
visual representation of a unicorn and
homosexuality gains significance within
the metaphorical framework of language.
Thus, comprehending and interpreting
these interchangeable signs utilised in this
typography requires an interactive chain
of metaphors (illustrated horizontally in
Diagram 1) and metonymies (illustrated
vertically in Diagram 1).

A pictogram represents a convergence of
verbal (reading) and non-verbal (visual)
languages. This research indicates that
both syntagmatic (combination) and
paradigmatic (selection) axes are essential
in shaping pictographic games found
in children>s book titles, facilitating a
simultaneous manifestation of metaphorical
and metonymic meanings across verbal
and visual dimensions. Metonymies can
be actualised through two mechanisms:
positional  contiguity and  semantic
proximity. Jakobson describes syntagmatic
relationships within language chains and
discourse as «positional contiguity,» while
he refers to syntagmatic relationships
in reality as «semantic proximity»
When a letter from a title is removed,
and a pictographic image assumes the
reading function of that absent letter,
this substitution is based on positional
contiguity and occurs within the metonymic
dimension of language. Conversely, there
exists a resemblance between the absent
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letter and the pictographic image that
emerges within the paradigmatic axis and
reflects the metaphorical dimension of
language. Consequently, replacing a visual
pictogram for one of the letters in a title
primarily relies on the metonymic dimension
rather than on its metaphorical aspect.
The virtual and metaphorical poles within
these pictograms not only coexist but also
intertwine. Even if Jakobson>s theory—
asserting that one aspect predominates in
literary works and visual arts—is valid,
it posits that the metonymic dimension
precedes its metaphorical counterpart.
In essence, for the prominence of the
metaphorical pole within the paradigmatic
axis to be established, it is essential for the
realisation of’ the metonymic pole within the
syntagmatic axis; however, this prominence
can sometimes lead to diminished visibility
or obscurity of the metonymic pole beneath
typographies grounded in pictograms.

Keywords: Children>s book, Typography,
Pictogram, Metaphtonymy, Metaphoric
and Metonymic poles, Jakobson



Fig 1. Cover design of How to Catch a Unicorn by Wallace, A. (2019)

part-to-whole connection. This metonymy
emerges from positional contiguity, which
refers to proximity in morphological
structure.

Conversely, there exists a part-to-whole
relationship between the horn and the
unicorn as well. This relationship also
relies on the syntagmatic axis; using a
unicorn>s horn in place of the unicorn

itself constitutes yet another instance of
metonymy with a part-to-whole relation.
This particular metonymy arises from
semantic proximity, reflecting real-world
assoclations.

Inlight of the typography presented in this
book title, the first instance of metonymy
occurs within the reading sign system (as a
word), while the second instance manifests

: \ : & Metaphor (paradigmatic axis)
Y ™ T :
i v A Homosexuality
o \
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Diagram 1. Metaphor and metonymy in the lettering of the title How to Catch a Unicorn
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axis and substitution fulfill in pictographic
titles in children’s literature? 2) How do
the virtual and metaphorical dimensions of
language interact within the framework of
pictographic titles?

Methodology

In this analytical-descriptive research, data
were gathered using library-based methods.
The focus is on pictographic books that
feature pictographic titles, specifically
targeting children in age groups “A” and “B.”
The statistical sample comprises thirty-one
titles of pictographic books characterised
by Persian typography (including both
original works and translations), along with
twelve titles from books that utilise English
typography. This statistical population is
confined to publications released between
early 2013 and late 2023, with a purposive
non-probabilistic ~ sampling  approach
employed.

Discussion and Results

The syntagmaticrelationship fundamentally
refers to the connection between units
that combine to create a higher-level unit
(Satavi, 2004: 27-28). For instance, the
combination of three phonemes— “p,”
“e,” and “n”"—results in forming the word
“pen.” This illustrates that three linguistic
units (phonemes) synthesize into one
linguistic unit at a higher level (the word).
Jakobson (1963) characterises syntagmatic
relationships within language chains and
discourse as “positional contiguity,” while
he describes syntagmatic relationships
in reality as “semantic proximity” (Metz,
2016: 102). Consequently, linguistic
elements such as phonemes “p,” “e,” and “n”
exemplify positional contiguity, whereas
a horn associated with an animal’s head
represents semantic proximity.

The substitution relationship denotes
the ability to replace linguistic units. For
example, in the sentence “Michael ate an
apple,” one could substitute “Jozeph” for
“Michael” as the subject or replace “apple”
with “Orrange.” Firstly, both “Michael” and
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“Jozeph” exist at an equivalent linguistic
level as words; thus, substituting them does
not elevate to a higher level like a sentence.
Secondly, these linguistic units possess
potential substitutability; unlike “Michael”
and “apple,” which can coexist within a
single sentence contextually, “Michael”
and “Jozeph” cannot appear together in
any given sentence. Therefore, it can be
concluded that while “parole” serves as
the context for syntagmatic axes, “langue”
provides context for paradigmatic axes.

In Wallace’s (2019) typography for How to
Catch a Unicorn, rather than employing the
base form of the letter “i,” a unicorn’s horn
is utilised; additionally, instead of placing a
dot over “1,” a star symbol is incorporated
(see Fig 1). The linguistic structure
inherent in this book title (the syntagmatic
arrangement of letters) converts this
combination of horn and star—visual
signifiers—into reading signifiers. This
indicates that letters positioned along the
syntagmatic axis alongside visual signifiers
represent them as the letter “i.” Jakobson
posits that each linguistic sign can manifest
only one dominant aspect: it may either be
metaphorical (anchored in paradigmatic
axes) or metonymic (anchored in
syntagmatic axes); however, theorists such
as Genette, Ullmann, and Goossens contend
there exists no contradiction between
these two aspects but rather advocate for
their coexistence and intermingling. This
analysis confirms Genette’s and Ullmann’s
perspectives by demonstrating that within
this typography, the representation of the
book’s title is concurrently influenced by
both syntagmatic relationships (metonymic
pole) and paradigmatic relationships
(metaphorical pole).

The relationship between the term
«unicorn» and the letter «i» exemplifies
a part-to-whole relationship, as «i»
constitutes a component of the reading
signifier (the spelling) of «unicorn.»
Consequently,  this  relationship  is
grounded in the syntagmatic axis, whereby
substituting «unicorn» for «i» represents
a form of metonymy characterised by a
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Metaphtonymy in the Pictographic Titles of Children’s Books Based on Jakobson’s
Theory of Metonymic and Metaphoric Poles

Abstract:

The concrete language of images is
more easily understood by children
than the abstract language of text. As
a result, graphic designers of children’s
books incorporate pictograms into title
typography in addition to the cover
image to enhance visual communication.
Pictograms are simple visual signs that
lack detailed features. The high frequency
of visual metonymies and metaphors in
pictographic games within books is the basis
for selecting this topic for research. Roman
Jakobson, a distinguished Russian linguist,
and literary theorist, emphasises the
connection between two metonymic poles
associated with the syntagmatic axis and a
metaphoric pole linked to the paradigmatic
axis, suggesting that only one can prevail
in both verbal and non-verbal arts, such as
painting and cinema. In contrast, scholars
like Genette, Ullmann, Eco, Metz, Goossens,
and other post-Jakobson structuralists
tocus on metaphtonymy, which refers to the
coexistence of metonymy and metaphor.
This research aims not only to demonstrate
the feasibility of coexistence but also to
establish the necessity of blending these
two poles within pictographic games.
This analytical-descriptive study seeks to
investigate how metaphtonymy relates to
the graphics of children’s book titles. The
case studies featured in this paper include
pictograms from the covers of seven titles
aimed at age groups “A” and “B.” The
results indicate that metonymy serves as
an invisible foundation for the metaphors
present in these pictographic title games.

Research Questions

This study investigates two central
questions: 1) What roles do the syntagmatic
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the ideal and sacred model of Iranian
understanding of the regular repetition of
actions, essential for life’s continuity and
survival, manifested in the king’s justice,
aimed at creating social order in the utopia,
and was a binding sacred law impacting all
aftairs.

The research employs a descriptive-
analytical and historical method, with data
collection through documentary and library
sources. The study analyses the role of the
lotus motif" in the reliefs of Ardashir II's
coronation, Shapur I's victory, and the maps
of Darabgerd and Ardashir Khoreh cities.
The sample selection is purposeful, and data
analysis is qualitative. Based on documents
and library resources, the concept of
justice is elucidated according to Iranshahri
thought. Subsequently, in relation to the
conceptual structure arising from the
understanding of justice, the appearance
of the lotus motif" in the studied examples
(aesthetic forms of reliefs and social forms
of Sassanian cities) is analysed.

The research concludes that in the Sassanian
era, the lotus motif; as a symbol of Asha, was
a fundamental model in aesthetic and social
tforms. Its realisation was linked to justice for
acquiring divine favour. This is significant
because in the context of Iranshahri
political thought, justice, in acting on the
Asha, was obligatory, and the crystallization
of the lotus motif was considered a social
and aesthetic law. The Iranshahri political
thought system proposed essence as amodel
of sacred cosmic order and comprehensive
law. Every action and behaviour were
understood within the essence framework,
defining individual duties by justice, and
the just king was deemed worthy of divine
tavor. This understanding simultaneously
influenced the formation of aesthetic and
social forms in Iranshahri. Since, the lotus,
conceptually and formally is closest to
Asha, this motif’ was chosen as the primary
aesthetic model, and the city map pattern
as the most important social model. Thus,
shaping artistic and social forms based on
the lotus motit' as Asha’s symbol was just
and binding, also declaring the just king’s
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worthiness for divine grace.
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cosmic, natural, and eternal rules and limits
that humans were compelled to accept and
tollow. Consequently, virtue and goodness
were defined by greater conformity to this
eternal honor. This concept shaped the
perception of life and the universe, creating
a systematised whole.

Asha is also seen as a symbol of nature,
the order of social and religious life, and
at the highest level, the sacred cosmic
order, influencing the life and orderly
levels of natural beings and all aspects
of existence. This sacred order, being the
measure and rule for all that exists and is
true, fundamentally embodies truth and
righteousness, encompassing all beings. As
a result, the concept of essence, which links
the basis of existence at both the macro and
micro levels, is understood through this
sacred order. Accordingly, understanding
the concept of good and evil, emerging
from the sacred cosmic struggle, is also
based on essence and gains meaning in
relation to it. By accepting the world as a
battleground for good and evil forces, where
humans must choose and participate in this
cosmic struggle, we approach another level
of understanding the essence of human
and cosmos.

This thought was founded on the
understanding of law as the sacred order
of existence, further strengthened by
emphasizing justice. In this thought, law
is considered divine, and justice signifies
its implementation. Justice, as the core
characteristic, determines the scope of
each individual’s mentality, speech, and
behaviour by making actions obligatory,
thus shaping the social system. Beyond this,
justice, through various transformations
and expansions, imparts meaning to the
conceptual structure with an essence-
derived understanding, rendering it
valuable. Consequently, this structure also
defines the methodology and criteria for
valuation in Iranshahri thought. Hence,
the aesthetic values and Iranian ethics
can be seen as derived from the Iranian
comprehension of essence and commitment
to justice as the primary model of individual
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action. In this system, artistic forms should
epitomize justice and result from just human
behaviour. Such coherence, particularly in
the early Sassanian era, highlights similar

aspects in various social and artistic
structures.
The city plan of Ardashir Khoreh,

established by Ardashir I, founder of the
Sassanid dynasty, exemplifies a lotus
motif in social life. Similarly, the lotus
motif appears prominently in Sassanian
decorations and significant reliefs, such
as the coronation of Ardashir II and the
victory of Shapur I, as an aesthetic form.
This special similarity underscores the
importance and necessity of this research,
visible in the aesthetic and social forms
of this period. Hence, the study raises the
question: what is the relationship between
the appearance of the lotus motif in the
social and aesthetic forms of the Sassanian
era and the Iranshahri conceptual system?

In ancient Iran, mythology and religion
portrayed the dualistic perception of
existence based on the forces of truth
and falsehood, shaping political order
as a reflection of cosmic order and the
overarching conflict between the good and
the evil. The necessity of the king’s justice
within the concept of utopia positioned the
Iranian king as a symbol of sacred, political,
and ethical aspects of Iranshahri thought.
Given the expectation to establish order
and combat demonic forces in Iranshahr,
the ideal king was the principal agent of
the political system, transforming thought
into action and ideals into reality through
his justice. Since justice, as the king’s
primary duty, means the implementation of
divine law Asha, the religious role of the
king was intrinsic to Iranshahri thought
and inseparable from his position. In other
words, the king’s status was equivalent to the
shadow of God on earth. The actions ot the
ideal king were understood as a repetition
of divine acts in creating and organising
the cosmos. With the king’s presence, Asha
permeated society, establishing social order
such that Iranshahr, embodying utopian
qualities, would align with Asha. Hence,
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The Lotus Motif and Sasanian Circular City Maps in Relation to the Iranshahri

Concepts

Abstract:

One of the most significant characteristics
of the civilization-building efforts of
Iranians throughout history has been their
endeavor to consolidate acomprehensive and
universal thought. This ideology integrates
all dimensions of individual and societal
life, including politics, religion, ethics, and
art, responding to the comprehensive needs
necessary for the establishment of Iranian
civilization. Iranshahri political thought,
by shaping the Iranian epistemological
tramework and addressing various social
and individual necessities, is regarded as
a pivotal component in the formation of
Iranian identity, particularly during critical
historical periods like the Sassanian era.

Key concepts such as the struggle between
good and evil, the divine cosmic order, the
sacred nature of power, the integration of
politics with religion, justice, essence, the
tripartite social classification, and the theory
of utopia are fundamental to Iranshahri
political thought. This conceptual system,
articulated by Javad Tabatabaei based on the
ancient Iranian political system, posits that
Iranshahri political thought matured from
the pre-Zoroastrian era to the Zoroastrian
era and found practical application during
the Achaemenid and especially the Sassanid
periods.

In essence, Asha can be equated with truth
and righteousness, sanctity, divine law and
ritual, and purity. Asha, known as Rate in the
Vedas, in the Avesta as Asha, and in ancient
Persian inscriptions as Arte, was a specific
Indo-Iranian concept understood as the
sustaining force of the world order and the
eternal honor of nature. Asharepresents the
sacred cosmic order, perceived as a divine
law. In ancient concepts, law encompassed
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a narrative and facilitating audience
engagement with this medium fosters a
triadic interaction among the curator (who
is responsible for creating meaning), the
designer (who produces the work), and the
audience (the museum visitors).

This tool can be utilised by considering the
characteristics of the museum, adhering to
its usage prerequisites, and paying attention
to the results it provides to the audience
as an interpretive instrument. It conveys
the museum’s concepts in alignment with
its mission while also taking into account
the audience’s understanding. By gaining a
deeper insight into the audience’s personal
and social backgrounds, it becomes possible
to select the most suitable interpretive tool
effectively. Furthermore, these tools, as
well as narrative and facilitation methods,
should be proportionate to the collection in
which they are employed.

This productivity can be presented to
audiences in a simple and engaging
format in specialised institutions such as
archaeology museums, science museums,
and industrial museums. The goal is to
enhance their understanding and learning
of the specialised concepts these museums
address. Additionally, museums focused
on storytelling, which showcase items
such as gaming tools and management
artifacts accompanied by specific narratives
of intangible culture, can utilise this
interpretive tool to convey meaningful
messages. This approach aims to create
a lasting and enjoyable experience for
visitors.

Keywords: Museum, Interpretation Tool,
Manga, Comics
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are both developmental and applied. This
study has identified the role of comics and
manga in enhancing the visitor experience
by thoroughly analysing content obtained
from library data and documents related
to visitor interactions. Additionally, to
address the primary research question, a
semi-structured interview was conducted
with 15 museum and audience specialists,
all of whom have experience in organising
museum exhibitions, to identify suitable
content for this medium. The specialists’
responses were analysed, leading to
the identification and categorisation of
appropriate content.

Research Results

Comic books and manga serve as powerful
mediums for conveying concepts in
educational  topics. Researchers have
identified several inherent features of these

media, including: making information
accessible through visual metaphors;
stimulating  curiosity for continuous

learning; fostering a sense of enjoyment
and interaction in the learning process;
enhancing reader comprehension; and
promoting critical thinking. Additionally,
they provide a foundation based on
accurate and reliable information, making
the experience of reading a visual story
more enjoyable than that of a text version.
The active participation of the audience
in connecting the panels strengthens the
bond between the audience and the creator,
allowing readers to feel a connection
with the characters. This engagement
enhances the learning experience, creates
motivation, and improves visual retention.
Furthermore, comic books and manga can
convey a substantial amount of" information
in a short period without overwhelming the
reader, allowing them to control the pace
of their experience. They encourage direct
involvement with the narrative, maintaining
attention and concentration, while also
offering the freedom to choose how to read.
Finally, these formats simplify complex
scientific concepts, thereby improving
understanding and recall of information.
Reason: Improved clarity, vocabulary, and
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technical accuracy while maintaining the
original meaning.

According to researchers, this medium
possesses  distinctive features, such as
serving as an educational aid that facilitates
the understanding of complex concepts
and enhances the retention of verbal
information. Based on this premise, to
utilise this medium as an interpretative
tool for conveying museum concepts to
the audience, experts in the field, along
with previous research, have identified and
classified three domains: the characteristics
of comics and manga as interpretive tools,
the prerequisites for employing comics
and manga in a museum context, and the
potential outcomes of their use within
museums. Furthermore, to elaborate on
these features, it is important to consider
that when the audience for this medium
consists of museum visitors, the key
characteristic of manga and comics—
namely, the interaction between the reader
and the story’s characters—allows for a shift
in perspective. In this context, the character
can be perceived as an object, thereby
altering the nature of the relationship
between the visitor and the object. The
reader’s interaction in visualising the world
of an object enables the museum to engage
the audience with the context surrounding
that object. This process encourages
the audience’s imagination to continue
exploring the desired concept or object.
Furthermore, this tool effectively connects
the narratives within the museum, allowing
the audience to uncover these connections
through their heightened curiosity.

When this medium is utilised as a tool in
the interpretation process, it generates a
sense of pleasure for the audience, which
encourages them to return to the museum
tor further experiences. One distinguishing
teature of this medium, compared to other
forms of media used in museums for
interpretation and content delivery, is its
adaptability to various conditions within
the museum environment. Furthermore,
the collaboration among graphic designers,
curators, and museum officials in crafting
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Understanding the Visual Capacities of Manga and Comic Art as Interpretative

Tools

Abstract:

Problem Statement

The precursor to today’s museums can
be traced back to the curiosity cabinets
of the 16th century. These extraordinary
collections showcased the wonders of the
natural world and inspired eager individuals
to explore these fascinating rooms.
Since that time, museums have sought
to engage this curiosity and enhance the
visitor experience by selecting appropriate
interpretive methods that convey clear
and comprehensible messages to their
audiences. In this context, comic strips,
mangas, and other illustrated narratives
are particularly relevant, as they resonate
with children and teenagers of all ages. By
combining images and text within a single
frame, these stories provide a gateway
for audiences to immerse themselves in
narrative worlds. However, effectively
utilizing this artistic form in relation to the
meanings and narratives of museums as an
interpretive tool necessitates identifying
the key characteristics of this artistic-
literary genre, especially emphasizing its
potential as an interpretive instrument.
Therefore, the present research aims to
examine and identify these capabilities to
offer guidelines on how to employ this form
as an interpretive tool in museums.

Research Questions

The main question of this research is;
“What are the Features of Comics and
Manga as interpretive tools of museum
concepts?”

Research Method

The nature and purpose of this research
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geographical, and cultural characteristics,
attention to native architecture and spatial
design, and native and regional character
development in the illustrations. The
selection of these two books was based
on several factors from both textual and
illustrative perspectives, as well as the
illustrators” approaches. These two books
are exemplary of a contemporary and
multi-layered view of traditional arts in
children’s illustrated books. Both works
draw inspiration from Qajar period art,
lithography, and miniature painting to
create new illustrations, a trend clearly
seen among contemporary illustrators.

Conclusion:

In today’s world, the issue of identity
and national belonging has become
an important subject, leading to new
approaches across social, political, cultural,
and artistic fields, drawing artists’
attention to the representation of their
national and native identity. Iranian artists
and illustrators have benefited from this
trend, especially since the 1940s with the
formation of' the Saqqakhaneh movement,
which gradually influenced children’s book
illustration. These artists, by incorporating
native, national, and religious elements into
their illustrations, have showcased their
connection to their homeland.

Both Scheherazade and Arous-e Qessegou
are contemporary representations of the
tundamental one Thousand and One
Nights story, employing specific artistic
and narrative elements to retell familiar
tales while presenting new perspectives.
Both books clearly reflect the traditions
of Qajar art and court illustration. In
Scheherazade, the illustrator draws
inspiration from the portraits of Fath Ali
Shah and Qajar lithographic elements to
create characters and scenes that represent
royal power while highlighting the delicacy
of Scheherazade’s character. In Arous-e
Qessegou, the exaggerated faces and
symmetrical compositions emphasise the
sense of violence and its endless cycle. In
both books, the characters’ exaggerated
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designs reinforce the implicit meanings and
moral messages of the stories.

The use of Iranian architecture in the
backgrounds of Scheherazade creates a
native and abstract space that enhances
visual comprehension and communicates a
sense of cultural belonging to the audience.
These illustrations, while preserving the
tradition of Iranian miniature painting,
have transformed into a decorative and
child-friendly space, reflecting classic
[ranian art.

In both books, the authors have made
changes to the original narrative, offering
new interpretations of characters and
themes. In Scheherazade, the transformation
of the king’s character from a tyrant to a
figure full of love and affection reflects
a form of redemption and victory in the
narrative. In Arous-e Qessegou, the open-
ended conclusion invites the reader to
reflect on the fate of the characters and the
impact of Scheherazade’s storytelling.

These two books demonstrate how classic
stories can be reinterpreted through
contemporary readings, using visual arts
and narrative changes to create a platform
for new interpretations and reinforce
cultural identity. Courtly portraiture, along
with native elements and modern spatial
designs, has successfully made familiar
tales appealing and meaningful to a new
generation of readers.

Keywords: Illustration, Illustrated Book,
Children’s Literature, Ancient Literature,
Adaptation, Recreate, One Thousand and
One Nights



to examine the structural elements of
localisation by Iranian illustrators in the
llustrated editions of The Thousand and
One Nights and to investigate the sources
of inspiration behind their work.

This paper is based on the examination of
103 illustrated rewritings, with sampling
done purposefully due to the vastness of
the sample population and the differences in
the visual representations of these stories.
Two books were selected that best reflect
native and national characteristics in their
illustrations.

The first book, Arous-e Qessegou (The
Storytelling  Bride) (2016),  written
by Mohammad Kazem Mozaftari and
illustrated by Alireza Goldouzian, presents
Shahrazad’s stories with a child-friendly
language and captivating illustrations.
Goldouzian uses simple colours and shapes
to depict the imaginary world of The One
Thousand and One Nights in a modern
style. This book, utilising contemporary
Iranian illustration art, seeks to engage
children with the stories and cultural and
social concepts embedded within them.

The second book, Shahrzad (2005), written
by Farideh Khalatbari and illustrated by
Farshid Shafiee, delves into the complex
and rich narratives of The One Thousand
and One Nights. This book employs more
precise and intricate illustration styles,
combining Iranian and Western techniques
to visually present Scheherazade’s stories.
Designed mainly for teenagers and adults,
this book aims to reinforce Iranian cultural
identity while preserving the core essence
of the original tales.

The criteria for selecting these two books
include the use of cultural and national
elements, illustration methods that align
with Iranian identity, and adherence to
traditional styles. These two books were
chosen to provide a deeper analysis of how
native visual traditions are represented
in the illustrated editions of The One
Thousand and One Nights. The analysis
focuses on the details of each book’s
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illustrations, their connection to national
culture, and their impact on young readers.

The main objective of this study is to
explore the various types of localisation
in the illustrations of these books through
the analysis of visual structures and to
show how these elements contribute to
strengthening national and cultural identity
in the illustrated editions of The One
Thousand and One Nights. The research
aims to answer the following questions:
What structural elements have Iranian
illustrators used to achieve native spaces
in their illustrations? And which periods
of Iranian art have inspired them, and for
what reasons?

The article begins with a review of The
One Thousand and One Nights and its
history in Iran, followed by an introduction
to illustrated books and the incorporation
of native elements into their illustrations.
The analysis of the illustrations in Arous-e
Qessegou and Scheherazade will focus on
the sources of inspiration for the artists
in creating a native atmosphere. In the
conclusion, based on the analysis of the
llustrations, the article will discuss the
methods of localisation and the sources
of inspiration for Iranian illustrators in
achieving native spaces.

Methodology:

This research is applied in nature and
qualitative in terms of data. The necessary
studies were gathered from library and
internet sources. The research followed
a descriptive-analytical method, utilising
observation and checklists. The statistical
population of the study includes all
illustrated books based on The One
Thousand and One Nights published in
Iran between 1961 and 2021. The study
shows that 103 illustrated books based on
The One Thousand and One Nights were
published during this time period. The
selected samples were chosen based on
different approaches to localisation found in
these books. These approaches include the
use of motifs and visual elements, historical,
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Picture Books of One Thousand and One Nights: A Platform for the Dialogue
of Visual Traditions: A Case Study of the Picture Books Scheherazade and The
Storyteller Bride

Abstract:

Problem Statement:

In recent years, one of the prominent
approaches in children’s literature has been
the return to ancient literature and folk tales
trom difterent cultures, reinterpreting them
in a way that aligns with the contemporary
concerns of children. These efforts have
gained particular attention in countries
seeking to revive their culture and identity.
Along with the introduction of national and
religious concepts into children’s literature,
the illustration of children’s books in Iran
has also undergone changes. The use of
native, national, and religious elements in
the illustrations of these books reflects
the illustrators’ interest in the culture
and beliefs of their homeland. Ancient
literature, besides familiarising children
with their cultural roots, helps them better
understand their national identity and
connects them to the historical past of their
country. Therefore, the presence of native
elements in the illustrations of these stories
strengthens the recognition of identity
through images.

One of the stories that has been widely
reinterpreted by children’s and young adult
writers is The Thousand and One Nights.
This book, due to its diverse themes and
magical tales, has been re-written many
times over the years for young audiences.
The Thousand and One Nightsis acollection
of oral stories from the lands of India,
Iran, and the Arab world, compiled into a
single narrative. Despite having Iranian
roots, the illustrations created for The
Thousand and One Nights rarely feature
native Iranian art symbols, often depicting
Arab and Ottoman symbols instead. This
discrepancy prompted the current research
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most significant challenges is the high
cost of producing interactive content.
Designing and developing a complex
interactive experience requires significant
expertise and financial resources. Ensuring
the compatibility of this type of content
with various devices and browsers is also a
technical challenge. In addition, measuring
the effectiveness of scrollytelling and
accurately assessing audience feedback
remains an active area of research, and it
is expected that this research gap will be
investigated in future studies.

In conclusion, the “Snow Fall” report,
with its innovative approach and setting
a new standard in digital journalism
through the intelligent use of visual
and interactive elements, has provided a
rich and personalised experience for the
audience. Given the success of “Snow
Fall” in engaging and captivating the
audience, the future of digital journalism
is moving towards interactive and data-
driven narratives. By using this approach,
journalists can establish deeper connections
with their audiences and be responsive to
their needs. Additionally, this approach can
help increase trust and credibility in media.
It is advisable for Iranian journalists to be
at the forefront of this transformation by
studying, investing in training, utilising
new tools, and collaborating with various
experts, and to acquire a special position in
the field of digital journalism.

Keywords: Scrollytelling, News
Storytelling, Visual Elements, News
Graphics, New York Times, Snow Fall
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professionals, and storytellers seeking to
effectively utilise multimedia tools in their
storytelling endeavors

Research Method

This research employs a qualitative
approach and utilises content analysis to
examine the news project known as “Snow
Fall.” Through this process, the visual and
structural components of the project have
been meticulously scrutinised and analysed.
Additionally, information required for the
research has been gathered by studying
relevant books and articles on the subject.

Conclusion

The “Snow Fall” report has set new
standards in digital journalism by
intelligently utilising visual elements such as
colours, typography, and interactive media.
Through dynamic interactions enabled
by interactive elements and innovative
techniques like deep scrolling, the report
has elevated the reading experience to a
whole new level. The combination of these
visual elements with textual narrative has
allowed the “Snow Fall” report to convey
complex information to audiences in a more
engaging and understandable manner,
resulting in increased audience engagement
and improved comprehension.

The findings of this research indicate that
interactive and data-driven narratives,
especially scrollytelling, have the potential
to revolutionise digital journalism. By
employing these methods, journalists can
go beyond simply presenting news and
create rich, personalised experiences for
their audiences. This not only leads to
increased audience engagement with news
but also helps build trust and enhance
the credibility of media. Additionally, by
using scrollytelling, journalists can present
complex and multifaceted narrativesin a way
that is both engaging and understandable
for general audiences.

According to the findings of this research,
the future of digital journalism will move
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towards interactive and data-driven
narratives, and journalists must prepare
themselves  for this  transformation.
Through interactive methods, journalism
has the potential to become an engaging
and  personalised  experience  where
audiences act not only as consumers but
also as participants in content production.
This allows journalists to establish deeper
connections with their audiences and be
responsive to their needs. Furthermore,
by using data collected from audience
Interactions with interactive narratives,
Journalists can gain a better understanding
of their audience’s interests and preferences
and produce more targeted content. In a
world where a vast amount of information
is available, capturing the attention of
audiences and making a difference in news
presentation is of paramount importance.
In this regard, interactive narratives,
including scrollytelling, by creating rich
and engaging experiences, have greatly
helped the field of journalism to address
the challenges of the information age and
better convey its message to the audience
amidst the abundance of information.

With the advancement of new technologies,
the future of scrollytelling also looks very
promising. Technologies such as virtual
reality (VR), augmented reality (AR), and
artificial intelligence (AI) can significantly
enrich the experience of interactive
narratives. For example, using virtual
reality capabilities, audiences can imagine
themselves in the heart of the news and
view events in360 degrees. Additionally,
artificial intelligence can help further
personalise narratives and create unique
experiences for each audience member.
Artificial intelligence has a key role in
generating textual content, creating virtual
characters, and even building virtual worlds
for storytelling. This technology can help
journalists present complex and data-
driven narratives to audiences in a more
engaging and optimized manner.

However, the expansion of scrollytelling
also comes with challenges. One of the



case study of the “Snow Fall” news project,
carefully analysing its visual and structural
components. Furthermore, a thorough
literature review was conducted to compile
a comprehensive understanding of the
topic. The findings of this study suggest
that scrollytelling is a form of journalistic
storytelling  that leverages  visually
engaging elements to create an immersive
experience for the reader. The latest related
research is presented as follows:

-Sara Bahr in the paper titled ‘Snow Fall
at 10: How It Revolutionised Journalism’
(2022), has examined the profound impact
of this multimedia project on the world of
journalism. She highlights the capabilities
and awards earned by the team that
implemented the Snow Fall report and
provides details about how the team worked.
According to the article, the Snow Fall
project, through its innovative combination
of text, video, interactive graphics, and
animated simulations, presented a rich and
engaging narrative of a news event and set
new standards for multimedia journalism.
The remarkable success of Snow Fall
in attracting audiences and winning
prestigious awards has inspired many
journalists and news organisations to use
these new methods in news storytelling.
This article, as a valuable case study,
helps researchers interested in examining
the impact of technology on journalism
to gain a deeper understanding of the
transformations in this field.

- Renée Van Der Nat and colleagues in
the article titled “Snow Fall in the Polder:
Interactive Multimedia Productions 1n
Dutch  Journalism” (2021) examined
interactive multimedia journalism in the
Netherlands, focusing on digital long-form
journalism and interactive documentaries.
This research provides an overview of
these types of productions created in the
Netherlands and proposes an analytical and
conceptual framework that encapsulates
the core characteristics of this new genre:
multimodality and interactivity. The
analysis reveals that this form of journalism
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is primarily produced by established national
newsrooms in the Netherlands. While
complex narrative structures like multi-
linear and non-linear stories are employed,
tamiliar media forms are still prevalent.
Interactive features are mostly utilised to
provide additional information to users, and
the potential of digital media is showcased
in a limited capacity. Despite investments in
these productions, they often have a short
online lifespan. Interaction plays a crucial
role in increasing user engagement and
facilitating a deeper storytelling experience
within the realm of online journalism.

-Svetlana Simakova In her article titled
“Infographics as a Visual Language” (2019),
examines and categorises infographics in
news agencies based on their interaction
and integration with multimedia content.
She analyses two official Russian news
agency websites, AlF.ru and RIA Novosti,
to understand how infographics are used in
Journalistic content. This research identifies
various types of infographics, including
standalone interactive infographics,
multi-part interactive infographics, and
infographics as part of multimedia articles
or long-form journalism (such as the Snow
Fall report). This classification is eftective
in  understanding how infographics
contribute to storytelling and information
dissemination in modern media.

-Kobie van Krieken in the paper titled
‘Multimedia Storytelling in Journalism:
Exploring Narrative Techniques in the
Snow Fall Report’” (2018), delves into the
innovative use of multimedia storytelling
techniques in journalism, with a particular
focus on the highly acclaimed ‘Snow
Fall’ report. She examines the narrative
strategies employed in thisreport to enhance
engagement and immerse the reader. By
analysing the integration of multimedia
components such as video, interactive
graphics, and immersive storytelling, the
article elucidates how modern journalism
can push the boundaries of news
narrative and captivate audiences through
compelling stories. This exploration serves
as a valuable resource for journalists, media
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Analysis of Interactive Visual Components in News Storytelling: A Case Study of
the New York Times’ ‘Snow Fall’ Report

Abstract:

In the digital age, media plays a crucial
role in shaping public opinion. With the
increasing volume of information and fierce
competition among media outlets, capturing
audience attention and effectively conveying
messages has become a significant challenge
for journalists. Interactive storytelling, as
a novel approach in journalism, offers an
engaging and effective way to communicate
complex information by combining
visual and interactive elements. This
method facilitates better understanding of
concepts and makes communication faster,
more understandable, and enjoyable by
creating rich and interactive experiences
for the audience. Despite the importance
of interactive storytelling, there have been
limited quantitative studies on the effective
interactive visual components in this type
of storytelling and their impact on Iranian
audiences. The “Snow Fall: The Avalanche
at Tunnel Creek” report, as one of the
most successful examples of interactive
storytelling, can be a valuable case study for
examining this topic. This research aims to
identify and analyse innovative techniques
of news storytelling and their application
to enhance the style of news graphics in
Iranian news agencies. In this regard, we
seek answers to the following key questions:
What is interactive news storytelling?
How do interactive visual components
tunction, and what advantages do they ofter
over traditional methods? What are the
limitations and challenges of interactive
storytelling, and how can we learn from the
successful “Snow Fall” project to improve
the quality of this type of storytelling in
Iranian media? This research, which adopts
a qualitative approach and is based on
content analysis, has conducted an in-depth
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It should be noted that the analyses in this
article are conducted without knowing the
creators’ intended meanings and are based
solely on the examination of visual data
and the authors’ reflections. Additionally,
the personality types, mentioned in some of
these analyses, are used not as symptoms of
mental illness or psychological disorders,
but as recognised and prevalent personality
patterns, to provide a better understanding
of interpersonal isolation.

Conclusion

The isolation depicted in each of the study
samples of this research corresponds
to one of the three types of isolation
distinguished by Yalom. Of these six
samples, three represent interpersonal
isolation; two represent intrapersonal
isolation; and one represents existential
isolation. Among these, the analysis of
cases related to interpersonal isolation
is based on personality types, as Yalom
considers personality type to be one of the
main causes of this kind of isolation.

The findings of this research clarify that
direct reference to intra-textual visual
data, even without knowing the creator’s
intent and without external references, can
provide a philosophical or psychological
analysis of visual works. Such an analysis is
definitely not flawless and entirely free from
the analyst’s preconceptions and biases;
however, it can shed light on subtleties
that are beyond the reach of extra-textual
explorations.  Additionally, this paper
does not take a clinical approach to the
subject of isolation, nor does it treat it as a
consequence of illness or disorder. Instead,
it considers isolation an inescapable human
condition—a state where contemplation
of it is, in fact, an approach to the truth
of humanity; and the manifestation of
isolation in artworks adds depth to this
contemplation.

Keywords:  Isolation, = Contemporary
Art, Iran, Irvin Yalom, Psychology,
Existentialism
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women, can be found abundantly in
contemporary paintings. Iranian painters,
too, have created works with the theme of
isolation during the years 1390 to 1400
(2011 to 2021), in some of which the
depicted character is a woman. This article
studies six examples of these works which
are painted by Rasoul Akbarloo, Parsa
Hosseinpour, and Delaram Maroof. All
these examples are executed in oil on canvas;
they mainly have horizontal frames and
centralised compositions; and stylistically,
they are close to Expressionist works, as
they depict inner states and emotions rather
than the external world. Expressionists
generally emphasise independent individual
experiences and the expression of emotions
and excitements. In this regard, some
Expressionists use mimetic techniques,
while others employ a non-realistic
language. For example, early 20th-century
German Expressionists largely deviated
from mimetic patterns, or later, painters
of the Abstract Expressionism movement
in America created expressive but entirely
abstract works. In contrast, the study
samples of this research belong to those
Expressionist paintings that use a realistic
language.

The main question of this research is how
to analyse the depicted isolation in these
paintings, based on Irvin Yalom’s existential
psychology. Irvin Yalom is a renowned
American psychiatrist and author, and
Existentialism 1is a philosophical school
rooted in the thoughts of philosophers such
as Seren Kierkegaard, Martin Heidegger,
and Jean-Paul Sartre. Here, existence
means a specific way of being —being-
in-the-world — that is unique to humans
and distinguishes them from other beings.
Freedom of choice, responsibility, anxiety,
meaninglessness, and the precedence of
existence over essence are key concepts
of Existentialism. Yalom’s method of
psychotherapy is influenced by existentialist
approaches and is therefore based on a
philosophical foundation.

With this approach, he distinguishes three
types of isolation: ‘interpersonal isolation,’
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‘intrapersonal isolation,” and ‘existential
isolation.” Interpersonal isolation is the
type that arises due to factors such as
geographical isolation or inability to
establish  relationships;  intrapersonal
isolation, on the other hand, is the result of
internal disintegration and the suppression
of one’s emotions; and existential isolation,
which 1s more fundamental than the
previous two types, refers to the inherent
isolation of humans—the kind of isolation
that one cannot escape during birth, life,
and death. This research, in fact, seeks to
answer the question of whether the isolation
of women, depicted in the paintings of the
1990s in Iran, can be explained based on
this Yalomian interpretation of isolation;
and if so, what new understanding this
approach—which is both philosophical and
psychological—provides of these works.

Research Method
This research employs a descriptive-
analytical method, with textual data

collected through library research and
images gathered through fieldwork. To
describe isolation, this study utilises the
terminology, and philosophical psychology
of Irvin Yalom as well. In analysing the
data, it employs Yalom’s approach alongside
symbology and formal-visual analysis. The
reason for choosing Yalom’s approach is its
interdisciplinary nature. Yalom’s existential
psychotherapy is deeply connected to
European existentialist philosophy and
focuses on human existential concepts.
Isolation, alongside other concepts such
as freedom, death, and the meaning of life,
is a central theme in Yalom’s psychology.
Therefore, Yalom’s reflections are suitable
guides for this research, which addresses
the topic of isolation. Moreover, an
interdisciplinary approach to artworks
generally  enables a  transcendental
perspective on these works, viewing them
not merely as artistic-aesthetic objects,
but as phenomena that find meaning in
connection with other aspects of life
and can reveal human truths; just as this
research considers paintings as revealers of
the truth of human isolation.
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Depiction of Women’s Isolation in Iranian Contemporary Paintings;
A Philosophical-Psychological Analysis Based on Ervin Yalom’s Views

Abstract:

Isolation is a tangible and not very
desirable experience for humans—an
inevitable experience of loneliness and
lack of meaningful relationships. Due to
the persistence and intensification of the
teeling of isolation throughout human life,
scholars in the fields of psychology and
social sciences have paid special attention to
it, offering similar and sometimes distinct
opinions on the matter. These opinions are
generally based on three perspectives on
isolation: 1. Humans are always alone and
cannot overcome this destructive feeling; 2.
Humans are entirely capable of overcoming
the destructive feeling of isolation; and 3.
Being alone or not is related to the issue of
self-awareness and self-restraint. In fact,
proponents of the first perspective have a
philosophical approach to the phenomenon
of isolation, considering human isolation
as a fundamental and inescapable matter;
proponents of the second perspective
believe that the feeling of isolation has
specific causes which resolving them will
resolve the feeling itselt—causes such as
an unsuitable home or social environment,
poor financial situation, or having an
idealistic view on human relationships that
creates a vast gap between what is desired
and what is real; and finally, proponents of
the third perspective claim that the lack
of self-knowledge and self-acceptance,
and consequently, the uncontrollability of
emotions and desires, leads to the feeling of
isolation. Therefore, isolation is a complex
and multifaceted issue that can occupy the
minds of researchers in various fields such
as psychology, sociology, and philosophy, as

well as the minds and hands of artists.

Images of isolated individuals, especially
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and eye movement phenomenon, what
initially presented itself in the first plan
is assessed relative to the spatial limits of
the poster. This meant that, according to
perceptual principles, typography, along
with its other components, is perceived
as a “perceptual unit.” Then, depending
on the visual property determined by the
designer by establishing features and visual
grouping, attention is drawn to that area.
The main findings of this research indicate
that for the purpose of transferring
message, most designers seek a large and
complete perceptual grouping that includes
smaller perceptual units within it. Also,
grouping typographic elements for “visual
prioritization” and “creating focusing
points” is important. The reason behind
this is that in some posters, the designer has
intended to rate secondary writing elements
by importance; in others, the goal has been
to create specific visual conditions for
secondary writing elements to emphasize
the poster’s title and main writing element.
These conditions and visual arrangements
are based on principles such as continuity,
proximity, connectedness, and similarity,
and generate visual attraction, rhythm,
continuity, and meaningful orientation.
Furthermore, the primary idea behind
posters aims to focus on creating a
“focusing point,” and the visual message is
concentrated in that area. To achieve these
goals, one region or area of the poster often
gains the most importance. Thus, this part
of the poster becomes the main typography
area whose visual characteristics were
often organized according to principles
like common region, common fate, and
closure; therefore, its visual results include:
visual focus, visual movement, and visual
completion aimed at drawing attention
to the intended points. It should be noted
that besides raising awareness and creation
of understanding based on theory and
practice, this research also established an
attitude and practical pattern to explain the
“pre-design,” “during-design,” and “post-
design” stages within graphic design by
relying on psychology and human organic
processes in perception.
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visual relationships between letters and
writing in a communication platform
such as a poster from the perspective of
“perceptual grouping principles” to achieve
and discover the visual and semantic features
of Persian typography. These holistic
principles and holistic approach (from
whole to part perceptual experience) refer
to the state of formation of some visual and
image characteristics that lead to grouping
between elements and components. This
leveled classification indicates how our
visual system perceives visual stimulants.
These multiple classifications are laws of
human perception, describing how humans
group similar elements, recognize patterns,
and simplify complex images when
perceiving objects. Following the research
aims and its importance, regarding the
necessity and importance of the element
of writing in the form of typography and
its media appearance, which is the visual
explanation of speech, the author looked for
an accurate and fundamental methodology
for encountering “visual expression through
typography”. Overall, this research aims to
lead graphic designers to obtain principles
and methods that rely on knowledge and
new theories in typographic expression.

Research Questions: The question of the
present research is, what are the features
of typography in contemporary posters of
[ran, from the perspective of the principles
of perceptual grouping? And how is
its result in visual and semantic terms?
The author aims to apply descriptive and
analytical methods to qualitatively carry out
the research problem by using observation
tools and investigate and explain this issue
with perceptual grouping methods and
principles. The statistical population of the
research is made of Iranian contemporary
typography posters, and the sample
measuring tool included eleven principles
of perceptual grouping (classical and new
principles).

Method: It must be noted that in the
research method, which is based on
“principles of perceptual grouping,” there is
an approach that sees the human mind and
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behavior as a “whole”. It indicates that we
don’t simply focus on each small component
in the world surrounding us but see it as a
whole. The research samples are analyzed
considering this approach and using the
research analytical tools. It must be stated
that the principles of classical grouping
included:  figure-ground  relationships,
similarity, proximity, closure, continuity,
common fate, symmetry, and the principle
of parallelism. Some of the mentioned
principles were dominantly used for a long
time in the 20th century, and others have
been gradually derived and generalized in
integration with the original principles;
Also, new grouping principles include:
inclusiveness, common region, and element
connectedness. Generally, this research is
based on a scientific theory based on the
experimental facts of psychology, which
aims to apply and generalize this theory
in visual communication, and specifically
the design and expression of typography
in posters; so that, while examining and
explaining the capabilities of this approach,
focused on the fields of its application.
Therefore, research samples were selected
by the author using a non-probability
method. Each sample has been selected
based on the descriptive characteristics of
each principle of perceptual grouping that
has the most expression in the typography
of a poster. Meaning, to exemplify every
principle of visual perception, the criterion
of selecting samples has been purposefully
done by the heterogeneous selection method;
This method has been conducted aiming to
study, analyze, and match the component
and content relationships of typographic
posters. In other words, this research has
a theoretical and analytical model that
presents measurable information and data
by adjusting the method and principles of
perceptual grouping to the typography of
posters. Therefore, the current research is
tundamental and has theoretically addressed
the research problem.

Findings and Results: The results
obtained through sample measurement
tools indicated that, based on the saccade
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Persian Typography as Visual Messenger Media from the Perspective of the
Principles of Perceptual Grouping

Abstract:

Problem Statement: The creation and
development of script and then calligraphy
have contributed to the role of writing
in the current flow of contemporary art
and graphic design. Persian letters are
considered pre-determined and pre-defined
shape visual signs, which evolved based on
the Persian writing system and alphabet.
Through typing or printed letters, font or
calligraphy scripts became an expressive
tool in the visual arts. Today, Persian
typography has reflected beyond a certain
writing by the hands of contemporary
graphic designers. Typography in today’s
world is arranged and composed by taking
advantage of the countless possibilities
and methods of" writing, in the framework
of formal relationships of letters and
within a network of systematic and
purposeful relationships so that they
carry a special message and meaning in
visual-communication  contexts. These
characteristics have made it a useful visual
media. Typography bears distinct and
special characteristics compared to normal
writing; These characteristics and external
and visual features have expanded and
developed it as a new art in the modern art
era. Butnow, typography has new expressive
and practical aspects considering its media
mission and, through communication and
visual goals, independently serves graphic
design. Also, it appears with different
structures and visual features depending
on the language and culture of each region
or geography, often regardless of context,
and efforts are made to recognize its visual
values, to elevate this profession and art all
around the globe. Therefore, the importance
of thisissue has made this research relevant.
Thus, this research aims to identify the
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of contradictory forces. the first human
couple (Mashi and Mashyaneh) similar to
Lahmu and Lahamu are the manifestation
of existential perfection of Kiumars and
Tiamat. elsewhere, we also observe to unite
the contradictions naming Gahmard and
Mardyaneh (in Manichaeism) and Adam
and Eve, etc, in form of the first human
couples. Gilgamesh is depicted as human-
animal (the same human motifs in Jiroft
Civilization) due to his superhuman features.
Actually, Gilgamesh is manifestation of
existantial perfection and combination
of contradictories as well as Kiumars and
Tiamat, and reveals his unity with this
hyper-coloured reptile by inhibiting snakes.
When ancient human pursues to inhibit
and overcome such creature in form of
illustrations, he indeed unveils his inner
secrets, despite takingover all symbols
which a single snake or entwined snakes
implies them. “T'wo entwined snakes” are a
symbol for combination of contradictories
and are the life and death poles. This secret
is mystery of healthfully and healing,
nothing but maintaining proportions
and balance. It is aparent of mental and
physical equilibrium, human’s complexity,
his endless restraints and facilities for
growth and development. Ancient people
always believed in the balance of hidden
forces inside the universe, creatures, and
nature, combination and unity of all these
forces and attributes in “snake” and their
own existence.

Inhibiting entwined snakes in Jiroft’s art
similar to double-edge weapon (duality) in
hands of" ancient human, is also to unity his
inner plurality and the war in such scenes
signifies inner fight against the enemies
inside the human himself; according to
symbols of snake and entwined snakes,
human goes to the fight against all
elements that are contradict the regularity
and unity by getting this hyper-coloured
reptile in his hand. Considering these
issues, it can be claimed that ancient people
of Jiroft civilization truely unveils his inner
secrets in eternal, everlasting and abiding
encounter, by repeatedly depicting the
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motifs of snake and entwined snakes and
inhibiting them through human, and seek
to overcome the nature, creatures, forces
around themselves, with awarness about
these inner contradictions and inhibiting a
creature as the same as himself; and actually,
they try to unify their contradictions and
inner pularity.

Now, regarding to such an approach in
ancient civilizations beliefs and consering
the contradicting forces of snake and motifs
of entwined snakes, carved scenes on many
soapstone objects, by the creative artist of
Halil-Rood who has specific style, in which
a human (in some situations has two heads
or horns, claws, a mane and tail) inhibiting
two giant snakes (and or entwined snakes)
with his hands testify that these people are
aware about their inner contradictions. In
these illustrations, human knows himself
on middle of universe who standing on
the centre and snakes surrende him as
a frame. In some ones, ancient Jiroft’s
human illustrates himself idealistically in
combination with other animals so that
he imagines himself more powerful than
he is (like God). When ancient human, in
his ideal form (combination with other
animals) situated himself on the centre of
illustration and holds a snake and entwined
snakes over his head while hands are open
triumphantly, reconstructs the universe
arround himself pursuant to regularity,
unity and immortality.

keywords: Halil-Rood Civilization,
Symbolic Snakes, Entwined Snakes, Ancient
Hero
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sampling method was applied and 10 study
samples including motifs of confrontation
between humans and snakes (or human-
animal) were analyzed.

In many common scenes, a human in
some situations has horns or claws, a
mane and tail, inhibiting two giant snakes
or entwined snakes with his hands. The
scene of inhibited snakes by human or
combined motifs of human and animal in
art of ancient Halil-Rood have prominent
similarities to the art of neighboring
civilizations. From these similarities, it can
be derived that the mentioned motifs also
share a common meaning in addition to
their apparent similarities, and this will be
tacilitator in decoding the motifs containing
this animal.

The motif of a “snake” and “entwined
snakes” are the most incomparable and
numerous ones found in the ancient
civilization of Jiroft. The abundance of this
animal’s motif’ and its unique performance in
various scenes indicate its great importance
and comprehensive and expansive concept
which the snake implies that. The snake has
allocated to itself a wide range of symbols
among ancient people by having special
teatures such as deadly and healing venom,
a shiny and slippery body, crawling on the
ground and hiding in the underground
world, a lengthy and linear appearance, the
ability to shed its skin, etc,. In persian, “the
snake” has two meanings: 1- deadly and
killer; 2- generative (matriarch and or stem
and basis of something). Considering to the
meanings of snake in other languages, we
will observe that the snake is both the agent
of non-existence and existence. The snake,
in first meaning;, is cognate with death, man
and sick, and in second meaning, is cognate
with matriarch and material. The snake’s
power to send human into the nothingness
world has always been considered as a threat
to humans, so that they were declared the
executioner of death. However, this reptile
has been associated with medicine and
health in many civilizations.

The snake has always had a special position
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in human beliefs and credence. Despite its
special cosmological position, the snake
has many contradictions in its different
behavioral and symbolic aspects. It has
concepts such as water, fertility, woman,
penis, tree, moon, sun, health, etc., and on
the other hand, it is connected to concepts
like filthiness, sin, devil, death, etc,.
Probably, this animal can be considered one
of the most dominant visual examples of
“the gathering of contradictory forces” in
nature.

In many traditions, from earliest ages,
“human” 1is described as a microcosm
analogy. A belief was common in the
ancient world that human body represented
the cosmos in small scale and was made
from the same elements as it. In some
beliefs, human bone is made from soil, his
blood is from water, his lungs are made
of air and his head is from fire. In other
beliefs, nervous system depends on fire,
respiratory ones on air, blood circulatory
ones on water and digestive ones on soil.
Human touchs three levels of cosmos: the
earth by his feet, space by his body and the
sky by his head. human has a share in three
realms:inanimate, plant and animal. He can
communicate to the divine by his soul. He is
the centre and core of solidarity, the centre
of symbols world like as the snake, and
has the same vast range. human also has
combination of contradictory features and
is linked with forces of nature in physical
and mental equilibrium.

In somewhere, he (human) is such as
manifestation of existential perfectionin the
figure of Kiumars (in iranian mythology)
(indeed, the connection between these two
items is also thought provoking by giving
the label “Gel-Shah (great king) to Kiumars
and Shire-Khak (lion of soil) to snake. Mari
and Marianne (Mashi and Mashyaneh) are
emerged from him (Kiumars). At first, these
two characters appear as a “snake” or “two
entwined snakes” like “two rhubarb stem”
wrapped around each other, and similar
to entwined snakes despite of different
genders (male and female) seem to a single
snake, like they are unity and combination
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Symbology of the Role of Restraining the Entwined Snakes of Giroft by Human

Hands

Abstract:

The scene of inhibited snakes by human or
human-animal is one of the dominant and
unique motifs of" the five thousand-year-old
Jiroft civilization. Decrypting this motif
can be an initial point to identify the beliefs,
credence, and thoughts of Halil-Rood
civilization peoples (Jiroft), and afterward,
the other areas of Iran.

Regarding these interpretations, the
question is “what meanings and concepts
does the “snake” imply in the ancient Jiroft
civilization, and what is the purpose of
humans to inhibit snakes in the esthetic
and iterative motifs of this ancient
civilization?”. Based on this, we are trying
to learn about the thinking and attitude of
the ancient people of Jiroft by applying the
results obtained in collecting information.
The purpose of this study is to symbology
the motifs of snakes, entwined snakes, and
inhibiting them by humans, and to research
and explore the position of mankind behind
the mysterious pictograms of Halil-Rood
civilization.

This research approach is qualitative and
fundamental, in terms of modality is
descriptive-analytical, regarding to purpose
is developmental, the data collection
method 1s documental and field-based while
taking note is the most tools for it. Field
surveys such as visiting “the Archaeological
Museum of Jiroft”, “the Harandi Museum
of Kerman”, and “the Museum of Ancient
Iran” have been carried out to view and
photograph these artifacts, in addition to
the in-person visit of the ancient site of
Jiroft. Historical studies and archaeological
investigations concerning this research
have been studied with a symbology
approach. In this regard, non-probability
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reign of Sultan Ahmed III-—a period of
luxury, extravagance, and the flourishing
of Ottoman arts under a global artistic
umbrella—can be observed in the stylistic
changes of the time. From the tulip-adorned
emblem of Suleiman the Magnificent to the
efforts of local rulers to design emblems
featuring the tulip, and the introduction
of coinage under Sultan Ahmed III that
incorporated the tulip with the emblem
and the word “Allah,” the tulip’s evolution
into a political symbol is traceable. Another
aspect of this political symbolism is evident
in the Latin translation of the tulip’s name,
which was seen as a reference to a turban
adorned with a tulip. For Sultan Suleiman
and his successors, tulip-adorned jewellery
represented the emergence of this flower,
reflecting their special status.

After the Treaty of Amasya and the
improvement in relations between Iran and
the Ottoman Empire, sending tulips to Iran
became part of the Ottoman rivalry with
Iran, showcasing the empire’s grandeur to
its most significant religious competitor.

However, regarding the main focus of this
article, the role and significance of textiles
must be examined from an economic
and political perspective in the Ottoman
Empire, particularly during the reign of
Suleiman the Magnificent. In the Ottoman
era, the depiction of human figures was
prohibited, especially in artistic works like
clothing. This religious prohibition against
imagery was taken seriously under Ottoman
rule, where human representation was
unacceptable and forbidden in Islam. This
led to a focus on other artistic elements,
such as decorative art, plants, and flowers.

As highlighted, the political function of
the tulip design served as a symbol of the
empire, while from a religious perspective,
it had an internal political role reflecting
an ideal religious model and its peak, the
empire that encompassed the holy lands.
It stood as a successor to the Mamluks
and a competitor to the Shia Iranian state.
From an economic standpoint, the tulip
was considered a high-yielding product,
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generating significant wealth for the
Ottomans during the tulip mania in the
Netherlands. Socially, it became a marker of
the grandeur and luxury of the period.

The findings indicate that while the
tulip design was derived from nature,
its development and diversification into
decorative motifs gradually made it the
tavourite flower of the Ottoman sultans
and a symbol of their court. With the
support of the court and restrictions on
using animal and human motifs, decorative
art flourished thanks to the creativity
of the artists. The historical sequence
of events in a causal chain shows that
the expansion of Ottoman conquests, the
formation of a multi-ethnic and multi-
lingual government, the emergence of a
new Ottoman identity as the largest empire
in the world, political rivalries with Europe
and Shia Iran, and the increase in wealth
from territorial expansion all contributed
to the development of Ottoman culture and
society.

Keywords: Ottoman Art, Tulip Flower,
Decorative Design, Textiles, Historical
Sociology



and social continuity. Textiles’ role was not
limited to representing social conditions
alone; they were also considered an
independent factor in changing moral
structures and the agency of social actors.
As the research question highlights, the
role of the tulip and textiles adorned with
this symbol in the political structure was
also addressed.

Some researchers trace Ottoman interest in
the tulip back to their tribal origins, where
the tulip was seen as a herald of spring and
a symbol of life and fertility. During Sultan
Suleiman the Magnificent’s reign, the use
of the tulip expanded, and Muslim Turks
regarded it as a symbol of growth, power,
and high status, adopting it as their official
emblem. This article focuses on the reign
of Suleiman the Magnificent and the initial
emergence of this symbol.

The events of Suleiman the Magnificent’s
reign should be divided into two domains:
one encompassing the political and social
events related to his conquests in Europe,
considered external to the Islamic world,
and the other concerning Iran, seen as an
internal and religious competitor within
the Islamic world, along with internal social
and political issues. Suleiman’s reign began
with few internal conflicts, and he quickly
turned his attention to European targets to
accomplish what his predecessors had not.
During his rule, Sultan Suleiman carried
several titles, such as Amir al-Mu'minin
(Prince of the Faithtul), Shadow of God
on Earth, Protector of the Holy Cities of
Mecca, Medina, and Jerusalem, and Lord of
Lords in the Eastern and Western Worlds.
These titles reflect the prevailing approach
of the Ottoman Empire during his reign.

This expansionist policy of the empire
also impacted its economic system. Turkey
transitioned from being an intermediary
in the silk trade between the East and the
West to becoming a producer during this
period, a development resulting from the
expansionist plans of his predecessors.
The rivalry with Iran, which spurred the
formation of Ottoman art, quickly led to
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the emergence of a luxurious style befitting
the Ottoman Empire, putting an end to the
classical Ottoman style that had been a
continuation of Seljuk Turkish art and was
influenced by Safavid Iranian art.

Regarding the tulip, its social background
must also be considered. This flower held
great value in both Iran and the Ottoman
Empire, symbolising fertility, love, and
martyrdom. It also reflected agricultural
beliefs about the relationship between the
king and the fertility of the land, an idea
present in the thinking of both Osman I
and Mehmed the Conqueror. In addition
to its symbolic aura, the Ottoman army
was likened to tulips, forming the basis
tor transforming this symbol from one
with mystical significance into a political
emblem. Istanbul, the capital, was filled
with flowers even in winter, symbolising
the grandeur of the empire. The exchange
of tulips between the Ottomans and the
Safavid Iranians signified the Ottomans’
attempt to surpass and monopolise this
flower for the empire’s benefit.

The sultan, who was enamoured with the
tulip and considered himself its guardian
and tamer, sought through its cultivation
to enhance his divine legitimacy and spread
paradise on earth. Lale, the book which
he collected was a means to legitimise
this concept and evidence of the symbolic
associations tied to the flower. On a political
and social level, the comparison of the tulip
to the letters and form of the word “Allah,”
and the symbolic references in the Abjad
calculations, along with Sultan Suleiman’s
interest in cultivating flowers, added to
the fame of the Sheikh al-Islam (the most
important figure in aligning law with
sharia and transforming it for Suleiman the
Magnificent) as a gardener, who worked to
multiply and diversify tulip varieties. The
presence of tulip designs in mosques, on
shirts worn under armour, and on carpets
reflected how this symbol reached the core
of religious thought.

The dominance of the tulip design and its
association with the “Tulip Era” during the
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The Symbolic Motif of the Tulip in Ottoman Textiles: A Historical Sociology

Perspective

Abstract:

Throughout history, human beliefs have
transformed many natural elements into
symbols. Among these elements is the
tulip, which became a decorative design in
Ottoman art and a symbol of this empire. It
even lent its name to the greatest era in the
empire’s history, the “Tulip Era.” Due to the
presence of the tulip design on some textile
samples, particularly fabrics used by the
Ottoman sultans, and the widespread use of
this design in the decoration of jewellery,
carpets, tiles, and decorative objects, the
tulip became one of the favourite and
important symbols for the Ottoman sultans.
They regarded it as a symbol of allure, love,
beauty, and vitality, as well as a symbol of
progress and pride. The designs inspired by
this flower are characterised by remarkable
visual diversity, reflecting the artistic taste
of the period’s artists.

This study aims to analyse the significance
of the tulip design in Ottoman textiles
using Theda Skocpol’s historical sociology
strategy, which focuses on identitying causal
patterns in historical and social sequences
of events. The study employs a descriptive-
analytical method and relies on library-
based data, texts, and historical works.
It seeks to uncover the reasons behind
the representation of the tulip design in
Ottoman textiles, particularly the historical
and social factors that emerged during the
reign of Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent.
The research methodology is based on
analysing causal systems in history and
interpreting the creativity among them.

To explore this subject, primary sources
and works by historians were examined,
and the political structure of that period
was analysed in the context of political
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